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As dirt bikes do back flips on the White 
House lawn and fighters engage in martial 
combat in the octagon beneath the Washing-
ton Monument for President Trump’s 
planned celebration of the USA’s semiquin-
centennial, the greatest celebration of Amer-
ica’s unique heritage of abundance and 
blessing may, ironically, come from Euro-
peans. 

In this, the 250th year of our nation’s exis-
tence, the U.S. is also hosting the World 
Cup, one of the most important inter-
national sporting events. This event, which 
has matches taking place in cities all over 
the country, has brought many international 
“football” fans to the United States for the 
first time and their slack-jawed social media 
posts about American staples of life are a 
reminder to all of us about how blessed we 
are to live in the United States of America. 

As the world’s soccer fans tour the US, driv-
ing from city to city between matches, 
many are having their minds blown by sim-
ple aspects of the everyday lives of Ameri-
cans. 

Experiences like visiting Wal-Mart, eating 
at Golden Corral or Taco Bell, free refills 
on drinks, trying ranch dressing or seeing a 
Cyber Truck stretch even these first-world 
tourists’ ideas of luxury. 

By far the most well-known of these tourists 
is a German soccer fan who goes by 
“Freddy” on X. Freddy started posting 
about his American road trip after landing 
in Atlanta on June 5, as I write 2 weeks 
later, his posts about enjoying the US have 

gained him over 600,000 followers, a per-
sonal invitation to a concert from country 
music artist Ella Langley, a room at a luxury 
hotel room provided by NFL legend JJ 
Watt, and a virtual meeting with astronauts 
on the International Space Station. All this 
thanks to his wide-eyed appreciation of the 
offerings of Waffle House at 1:00 AM, Buc-
ees gas station, Bass Pro Shops and the 
beauty of American landscapes. 

Other European tourists have shared videos 
of themselves wandering the aisles of Wal-
Mart in awe at whole gallons of milk, cases 
of eggs, and ten-pound tubes of beef – ap-
parently unimaginable amounts in their 
homeland. Still others have ogled American 
buffets, breakfasts, and the endless options 
in our soda dispensers. They’ve opined 
about the heat, been awed by our cityscapes, 
and endured long hauls on our highway sys-
tem. 

When our colonist forefathers left their Eu-
ropean homelands for North America in the 
1600s, they came in search of many things: 
religious freedom, independence, wealth, 
meat. They measured the costs: risk of 
shipwreck, starvation, exposure, disease, 
wild animals, and hostile natives – and de-
cided it was worth the risk. 

And here we sit, 400 odd years after the 
founding of Jamestown and 250 years after 
the founding of the United States and we 
have the privilege of saying, “yup, they 
were right.” 

The opportunity to see this opulence 
through the eyes of travelers from the lands 

which sent our colonizing forefathers and 
began to civilize this continent brings to life 
the line from the song America, the Beauti-
ful, “America, America, God shed His 
Grace on thee…”  

When my kids were younger, we had this 
nightly routine before we said our prayers. 
I would say, “what are we thankful for?” 
and we would all try to think of the little 
things we take for granted, our warm home, 
our vehicles running well, our refrigerator, 
air, all the stuff you just wake up and as-
sume is going to be there.  But, this oppor-
tunity of seeing our daily life through the 
eyes of European tourists unlocks a whole 
new level of gratitude.  

I complain when I have to go into Walmart. 
Eating at Taco Bell is not what I’d consider 
an awe-inspiring experience, and we go 
through a couple gallons of milk a week. 
But these are mind-blowing experiences to 
much of the world, even the “first world!” 

What a blessing to live here, of all the 
places on earth. America, God shed His 
grace on thee. Indeed, He has. And all of 
these physical and economic blessings don’t 
even scratch the surface of that grace! 

As you read on, we’ll talk about the trials 
and troubles and threats facing our fellow 
Americans and our brothers and sisters in 
Christ in this country and around the world. 
Even as we learn about these challenges, 
may we not lose sight of all we have to be 
grateful for on this 250th birthday of the 
good old U.S. of A.   
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Over fifteen years ago, my wife Jan and I 
went to a presbytery meeting in Farmington 
Hills (Detroit area) at the church that Ralph 
Rebandt ultimately pastored for nearly 35 
years.  It was a large gathering of pastors 
and elders and fellow believers to do the 
quarterly ministerial business of the Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church, a small denomi-
nation centered on holding fast to the 
inerrancy and sufficiency of the Word of 
God.   

It was an encouraging meeting and one of 
the highlights was spending time with Pas-
tor Ralph Rebandt and his sweetheart of a 
wife Carol.  That was our first acquaintance 
with them as a couple.  I mention this as an 
initial backdrop to my awareness of Ralph 
Rebandt, as I express troubled concern over 
what the state of Michigan has done to him 
in recent weeks.  Yet, first I will continue 
with some background knowledge of 
former pastor Rebandt, who left his pastoral 
position several years ago to first run for 
governor of the state of Michigan in 2022.  

But prior to Ralph’s running for governor, 
Jan and I had several opportunities over the 
years to see both Ralph and Carol at differ-
ent events.  Two of those events came in the 
year 2016, a presidential election year. The 
events were sponsored by someone desirous 
of getting out a strong support for the can-
didacy of Donald Trump.  Both events were 
a strong call out to Michigan pastors.  There 
were a wide variety of well-known national 
speakers, including Mike Huckabee.  There 
seated near us at one of the events were then 
pastor Ralph Rebandt and his wife Carol.  
We gravitated toward each other. I strongly 
doubt that he had any inclination of running 
for governor at that time, but clearly they 
were concerned for our country, the con-
dition of our churches in America, and liv-
ing for Christ in a growing secular culture.  

Over the next months, Ralph Rebandt and 
his  thriving church - Oakland Hills Com-
munity Church - promoted a Saturday and 
Sunday event featuring Wall Builders 
founder’s son Tim Barton, a nationally cele-
brated organization of longstanding com-
mitted to reminding America of the intent 
of America’s founders regarding our na-
tion’s founding upon Biblical principles. 

Over the years, I witnessed from afar a 
growing awareness of a call upon Ralph’s 
heart to run for the office of governor.  Ho-
wever, I had seen Patrick Colbeck run for 
governor and run a vigorous, passionate 
race - winning support wherever he went 
but lacking the funds to get his name out 
there deep and wide.  Pat threw himself into 
the race in 2016, but finished 3rd with 11 
percent of the vote.  So Ralph ran for gov-
ernor in 2022 with great energy, but with lit-
tle financial support. 

Yet, Christian patriot Ralph Rebandt, with 
a burdened heart for America, sensed the 
call to stir hearts for his state and our nation  
and formed a grassroots organization called 
Michigan Lighthouse Ministries, seeking to 
partner with pastors to educate, encourage, 
and mobilize their congregations to stand 
up, speak up, and show up in promoting the 
Christian faith  within the God-ordained in-
stitution of government. Ralph made him-
self available to speak wherever he could 
across the state. He also affiliated with the 
Black Robe Regiment, a throw back to the 
revolutionary days when pastors stood up at 
great risk in the fight for freedom during the 
American Revolution.   

As Ralph felt the call of God to once again 
run for governor in 2026, he quickly be-
came the hands down leading candidate 
among grassroots voters across the state of 
Michigan.  In debates with other guberna-
torial candidates, he was considered the 
winner.  He has a well thought-out plan to 
re-build our state’s economy, restore family 
values, protect parental rights, and recover 
Michigan's founding principles. 

In May, Ralph came to the Newaygo 
County Republican Party Executive Com-
mittee, of which Lisa and I are members.    
He was initially given 5 minutes to speak 
with a limited time for question and answer. 

Because of the depth of his understanding 
on any and all issues asked of him the Q and 
A period continued in depth.  I don’t think 
there was a person that night who couldn’t 
see that Ralph Rebandt was thoroughly 
equipped to take on such a leadership role. 

Then, just weeks ago, Republican guberna-
torial candidate Ralph Rebandt, the stron-
gest conservative in the field, was 
eliminated from the primary – not by voters, 
but by unelected bureaucrats with ties to our 
corrupt Secretary of State, Jocelyn Benson 
– who is also running for governor and 
overseeing her own election. 

Benson’s Bureau of Elections claimed, 
based on a sampling of only 750 signatures 
out of over 18,000 submitted, that Rebandt 
didn’t have enough “valid” signatures to get 
on the ballot.  The needed number of signa-
tures is 15,000.  The Election Bureau is 
using a rule it created, not based on Michi-
gan law.  Benson’s Bureau of Elections 
created its own Policy Manual that applies 
a “sampling” process to determine whether 
the signatures qualify.  They asked the legis-
lature to codify their Policy Manual, but 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer actually ve-
toed the bill, stating that every signature 
must be examined.  Even though Whitmer 
vetoed the sampling process, Benson’s Bu-
reau of Elections continues to use it without 
any authority to do so. This is another ex-
ample of unelected bureaucrats overriding 
the will of the people and their right to de-
termine their leaders. 

Ralph Rebandt took the fight to the Demo-
crat-controlled Michigan Court of Appeals, 
which denied his petition and did not rule 
on the merits of the case, followed by the 
Democrat majority Michigan Supreme 
Court, which refused to hear his case. 

He has now taken the fight against Benson 
and her Bureau of Elections to the Federal 
Court.  Ralph writes: “This action is being 
taken because we believe the law must be 
upheld, transparency must be protected, 
and the voices of Michigan citizens must 
be heard.  We know this will not be an easy 
fight.  That is why we are asking for 
prayers.  We need God’s wisdom, guidance, 
and intervention to right this wrong and 
ensure justice prevails.” 
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The Value of Life
By Lisa Van Houten

 

 

 

 

 
A few years ago, a lady began attending our 
church and since then has become a bright 
light in our congregation.  No one is a 
stranger to her because she befriends every-
one she meets.  She radiates joy, always has 
a smile and a hug, and has given us an ex-
ample of uninhibited worship.  The world 
would say that she has special needs; ho-
wever, I believe, it’s those of us who don’t 
exhibit such love and joy who are truly the 
needy ones. 

The opportunity to experience this incred-
ible joy is what social media influencer 
Jesse Ridgeway and his wife Ashley have 
thrown away.  Jesse Ridgway is a popular 
career YouTuber (he goes by "McJugger-
Nuggets") with 4.3 million subscribers. 

For months, the Ridgways have been post-
ing updates after they found out that they 
were expecting their first child. They excite-
dly shared pictures of the first ultrasound, 
unwittingly echoing Psalm 139, “For you 
formed my inward parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother's womb. I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.”  Ashley exclaimed: “Look at the lit-
tle baby! That’s a real baby! … I honestly 
thought it was just going to be a blob, but 
this is way more than I expected.” With 
Jesse proclaiming: “That’s a full child being 
grown!  We even saw the heartbeat…”  
They shared with their audience the gender 
reveal (a boy), news about decorating a 
nursery and buying baby clothes - and they 
also shared a video of themselves finding 
out that their baby likely had Down syn-
drome.   

Then, at 21 weeks into the pregnancy, Jesse 
announced that they had had their baby boy, 
who they’d been celebrating for months, 
killed via abortion. Of course he used much 
more euphemistic terms. 

In a lengthy post Jesse tried to justify their 
decision, citing the increased risks of heart 
defects, hearing/vision problems, etc. with 

Down syndrome.  He spoke about how 
“rough” it would be for the family and that 
the child “would be fully dependent on 
others for the rest of their life.”  [Doctors 
often make these same arguments to expec-
tant parents who receive the same diagno-
sis, pressuring them to abort.  What they 
don’t tell parents is the love and joy their 
child will bring.] Jesse also rationalized that 
because up to 90% of babies with Down 
syndrome are killed via abortion in Amer-
ica, it somehow makes it morally accept-
able.  In Europe, that number is nearly 
100%.   

He wrote that this was “extremely trau-
matic” for both of them; yet what about the 
trauma to their son, having his little body 
torn limb from limb within the womb?  At 
this stage of pregnancy, because the baby is 
too large to fit through the cervix and to en-
sure the baby isn’t born alive, the typical 
method of abortion is a “dilation and evac-
uation” where the abortionist inserts forceps 
and literally tears the living baby apart, then 
crushes the skull in order to extract him.  
But Jesse assured his audience that the 
procedure “went smoothly.”   

As some have pointed out, Jesse doc-
umented the extreme measures he took to 
save his dog’s life after it was diagnosed 
with kidney disease - yet they ended their 
child’s life at the possibility of health chal-
lenges.  Just months ago, he posted about 
his dog: “We defied the odds, and the doc-
tor’s advice … has kept her going. Al-
though, I believe our love and her will has 
been the true secret sauce. She WANTS to 
be here with us. We couldn’t be more grate-
ful to have another day with you, Sweets. In-
spiring us to keep fighting no matter what.”  
They fought to save their dog’s life, but not 
their own baby. 

Jesse concluded that “we made a difficult 
decision that we believe in the long-run will 
be beneficial for our family.”  Which is the 
crux of why they aborted their baby - they 
saw raising a special needs child as an in-
convenience. Abortion is the epitome of 
selfishness, claiming that a baby’s value is 
dependent upon whether or not he or she is 
wanted. Abortion defies the truth that every 
human life is created by God and has innate 
value.  One’s worth is not dependent upon 

physical traits, disabilities, or convenience.  
However, the Ridgways didn’t get the “per-
fect” child and so discarded the gift of life 
entrusted to them by God.  Jesse concluded 
by saying that they were “excited to try 
again” and “hopefully have a better out-
come.”  A better outcome?  The baby they 
were so excited to welcome was seen as 
nothing more than a factory reject. 

In his post, Jesse stated: “I signed on to be 
a parent, come what may – but I just didn’t 
fully understand what Down syndrome en-
tailed.” The duty of parents is to love and 
protect their child unconditionally; that re-
sponsibility isn’t negated if it’s inconvenient 
or comes with the challenges of a disability.  
Our self-centered culture has trained gener-
ations to want things easy.  Easy equals 
good and hard things, things which requires 
self-sacrifice, are seen as bad. However, no 
one is exempt from suffering in this fallen 
world and, as Christians know, joy is not de-
pendent upon our circumstances. Yet Jesse 
and Ashley missed the joy they could have 
experienced with their son.  In Jesse’s view, 
according to his post, “Down syndrome isn’t 
a ‘blessing’, it is objectively [expletive] 
from a health perspective.” 

I’m sure Jesse expected only sympathy and 
reassurance from his followers in response 
to his post attempting to justify the murder 
of their baby, but instead received a flood of 
backlash, proving there are still many in our 
nation with a moral compass.  Countless 
comments poured is from parents such as 
from this mother: “I am the mother of a 29-
year-old son with Down syndrome. My son 
has been one of the greatest blessings of my 
life. He has brought immeasurable joy, love, 
laughter, and purpose to our family. 
Through him, I’ve learned patience, com-
passion, resilience, and the true meaning of 
unconditional love. If I could go back and 
choose again, I would choose him every sin-
gle time. Not because the journey has al-
ways been easy, but because he has made 
our lives richer in ways I never could have 
imagined. People with Down syndrome are 
not defined by a diagnosis. They are indi-
viduals with dreams, personalities, talents, 
and an incredible capacity to love and be 
loved. My son is not a burden. He is a gift.  
And I wouldn’t trade him for the world.” 

[Continued on Page 4]
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Or this comment: “I think we can all learn 
something from our friends with DS. Amer-
ica is so divided. But people with Downs? 
They just love everyone. So beautiful.” 

Former Senator Rick Santorum posted: 
“Our 8th child has Trisomy 18. The prog-
nosis we were given was even more devas-
tating. Thankfully I had learned that a 
father’s job is to love, protect and provide 
while shepherding her to heaven …  You 
were convinced not to love your child 
enough to even be born. I grieve for you and 
your wife because you bought the lies of a 
society that places yourself above others, 
even your own children. I grieve you saw 
your child through a utilitarian lens as a list 
[of] imperfections, not as a gift.”  

Even Speaker of the House Mike Johnson 
spoke into this issue in an interview: “This 
is directly tied to the celebration we’ll have 
of our nation on July 4th.  We are dedicated 
to the proposition that we are all created by 
God. We’re made in his image. We all have 
inestimable dignity and value, and every un-
born child is worth fighting for.  [I]t’s what 
separates Western civilization from ideo-
logies like Marxism that don’t really value 
life because they don’t recognize the exis-
tence of a creator who gives us life and the 
rights that we have.”   

Yet that inalienable right to life is still being 
denied to the unborn in America. 

Please pray for Jesse and Ashley Ridgway.  
All of their rationalizations won’t assuage 
the guilty consciences with which they will 
have to live.  There is only one way to re-
move the guilt and stain of sin - surrender-
ing to Jesus Christ, whose own body was 
broken and whose innocent blood was shed 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

 

 
As we celebrate America’s 250th anniver-
sary, it’s important to look back and see 
God’s providential hand at work throughout 
our nation’s history. 

Before there was an American Revolution, 
there was a spiritual revolution.  The com-
pelling film, A Great Awakening, tells the 
true story of this revival which laid the 
groundwork for American independence 
and the establishment of one nation under 
God.   

Without that spiritual awakening, America 
as we know it would not exist.  People 
learned self-governance not through laws, 
but through changed hearts.  As John 
Adams said, “Our Constitution was made 
only for a moral and religious people. It is 
wholly inadequate to the government of any 
other.” 

While history books focus on political fig-
ures and military battles, this movie centers 
on the spiritual awakening that preceded the 
American Revolution and explores the God-
ordained friendship between evangelist 
George Whitefield and Benjamin Franklin. 
With the colonies on the brink of collapse, 
God uses Rev. George Whitefield to help 
spark this first Great Awakening, with his 
thundering proclamation of salvation in 
Christ.  A Great Awakening traces the 
events leading to the American Revolution, 
highlighting how Whitefield’s revivals and 
his surprising friendship with Benjamin 
Franklin helped unite the colonies. 

This powerful film reminds us that spiritual 
revival is still the only hope for America.  

Invite your family and friends and join us 
for a free showing of A Great Awakening 
on Tuesday, June 30 at 1:00 PM at Amer-
ican Decency, 203 E. Main Street in Fre-
mont. 

 
As I close out this personal note, what is 
particularly egregious to me is how ironic 
and tragic this injustice is in this the year of 
our nation’s 250th anniversary celebrating 
what God has done through our largely 
Christian Founding Fathers, gifting us with 
a Constitution that brilliantly and spiritually 
lays out such a great balance of law, justice, 
and freedoms! 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: I urge you 
and all of us to take to heart the injustice  -  
no, the evil - that has been wrought against 
one of Michigan's finest men, who has a 
history of love for his fellow man and our 
nation, by the supposed leaders of our state 
who now are demonstrating very vividly 
and pointedly why we now see that there is 
injustice at the highest levels of our Michi-
gan governing body. I urge you to join us in 
expressing our great distaste at what they 
have done to a legitimate candidate! 
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Two-hundred fifty years ago, America’s 
forefathers pledged their “lives, fortunes, 
and sacred honor,” to bring liberty and jus-
tice for all. We were known as a city on a 
hill, a beacon of freedom. Since then, our 
light has dimmed, our freedom has become 
a little less flourishing, and liberty is on the 
verge of languishing. Many would say, “It’s 
not as bad as all that,” yet if we look to 
where we were, see where we are, and rec-
ognize that the enemy is already within 
the gate, we would see that there is a new 
War for Independence happening. We’d 
better become a part of it. 
 
This time it’s not a foreign country we are 
fighting to free or protect ourselves from; 
not a new land that we desire to homestead, 
build, and expand; not a defining of our 
rights and freedoms or from Whose Hand 
they come; it’s not even a battle of bayonets 
and bullets. It is a spiritual warfare, mainly, 
and an intellectual one; it’s a battle for the 
heart, soul, and mind of Americans great 
and small, of all ages; it’s a battle to reclaim 
what we’ve given away over the last 250 
years, and recently with increasing rapidity; 
it’s ringing the bell of liberty once again to 
awake a slumbering people out of their deep 
sleep of self-gratification and apathy, that 
they might understand what is at stake. It 
will take more than three percent this time 
– it will take all of us to care and pray and 
take up the cause of INDEPENDENCE. 
United we stand; divided we fall, for a 
house set against itself will not – nay, Jesus 
said – it CANNOT stand. Instead of a “shot 
heard ‘round the world,” as when the Brit-
ish invaded our land, we hear thunderous 
applause ringing from too many corners of 
our nation, as Islamists and communists in-
vade with plans to dominate our nation and 
drive all to their knees in submission.  
 
We could wish that those were our only 
enemies, but even our government, at least 
factions of it, is helping to turn the tide 

against Christianity and the principles upon 
which this great nation was built, the foun-
dation of Jesus Christ and His Word. It’s no 
wonder that so many have desired the de-
struction of America for so long. Do you 
question if America was founded on Chris-
tian principles? I point you to Founder John 
Adams: “And what were these general Prin-
ciples? I answer, the general Principles of 
Christianity, in which all these Sects were 
United: … which had United all Parties in 
America, in Majorities sufficient to assert 
and maintain her Independence.”  
 
Below are some of their aggressions; there 
are manifold other examples for each. 
 
Islam: During Al Qaeda-linked Democratic 
Congressional nominee Adam Hamawy’s 
victory party, he shouted and urged his fol-
lowers to shout the jihadist war cry (Allahu 
Akhbar), used by Muslim armies conquer-
ing lands to expand their rule. 
 
A Muslim teacher in Britain stated, Islam 
“has been sent to dominate, to wipe out, to 
take out every other religion.” A Virginian 
imam proclaimed, “America has given us a 
home, given us a chance to thrive ... But we 
must do to America what we think is our re-
sponsibility, and the best thing we can do to 
America is help guide it with the guidance 
of Islam, and help guide it with the ability 
to rid itself of these illnesses that our Pro-
phet Muhammad has described and has 
given us the prescription for.” 
 
RAIR Foundation USA warns: “National 
Security Threat: Pakistani Imam Converts 
165-Acre Illinois Holiday Inn Into Muslim 
City — Runs Visa Pipeline and Brags His 
Pennsylvania Islamic Retreat Sits Beside 
the 'Underground Pentagon.'” 
 
Communism: Agenda Weekly reports, 
“The Communist Party USA said it stands 
with ‘the LGBTQ+ community and people’s 
movements’ to celebrate Pride Month. The 
CPUSA blasted alleged ‘MAGA’ violence 
toward the transgender community, while 
ignoring the multiple transgender terror at-
tacks and assassinations that have occurred 
over the last several years.” Herbert Mar-
cuse puts that in perspective: “We, as com-
munists, used to debate people about the 

existence of God…and after a while, I came 
to a conclusion that this was a waste of 
time. You aren’t going to debate people 
away from the existence of God. But what 
we found was that if you get people involved 
in deviant sexual behavior, the whole idea 
of God just disappears automatically.” 
 
Government: Center for Renewing Amer-
ica Executive Director Wade Miller is spot 
on: “Senate ‘norms’ are destroying this 
country. What might have worked with a 
two-party system still tethered to the found-
ing no longer works when one of the two 
parties wants to destroy the founding and 
move with something else entirely. Repub-
lican Senators hiding behind ‘norms’ as an 
excuse to do nothing are merely spectators 
of national ruin. The Senate needs to wake 
up and put the American people first, not 
the Senate first.” 
 
Leading the Way reports: “In April 2026, 
the DOJ-led Task Force to Eradicate Anti-
Christian Bias released a report saying that 
Christian belief was too often treated as ac-
ceptable only when private, while Christian 
action flowing from those beliefs was 
treated as something to regulate, penalize, 
investigate, or exclude. The report points to 
conflicts involving abortion, sexuality, 
gender identity, marriage, parental rights, 
conscience protections, COVID vaccine 
mandates, education, public programs, and 
religious expression.” 
 
How do we “fight” to maintain our inde-
pendence? First and foremost, follow 
Nehemiah’s example: “So I prayed to the 
God of heaven.” Build a group who will 
pray with you. Pay attention to legislative 
efforts to restrict these takeovers, inform 
others, and urge your elected officials to 
support them. Be an informed voter and 
vote rightly. Evangelize, speak up, and 
stand for truth. Sadly, Lifeway Research 
found that 42% of churchgoers don’t dis-
cuss spiritual matters with other believers 
and 30% admit that many people they know 
“are not aware I am a Christian.” If we 
aren’t speaking spiritually with other be-
lievers, the likelihood of evangelism is 
pretty low. The spread of Christianity is 
the only viable, lasting offense. The battle 
is the Lord’s, but we are His soldiers. 
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When Landen Roupp walked out to the 
mound in front of a hostile crowd at Oracle 
Park last month, it was probably one of the 
bravest things he’ll ever do. 

The starting pitcher wasn’t new to the park, 
it was his home field. He’s been a Giant for 
five years. Yet, this time, he knew a large 
portion of his team’s fans would not be 
cheering him on.  

It was Pride Night in the home stadium of 
the city most associated with LGBT culture, 
and this time Landen, along with several 
others on the Giants pitching staff, had de-
cided not to play along. 

This Pride Night, the players’ Giants logos 
on their hats were filled in with the stripes 
of a “Pride Flag” rainbow, but as Roupp 
walked onto the diamond, with network 
cameras focused in on his game face, his hat 
wasn’t just altered with the addition of the 
rainbow colors. He’d also written in 
Sharpie, next to the colors, “Genesis 9:11-
16.”  

This passage relays how, after God cleansed 
the earth from all of the wickedness of sin-
ful humanity with flood waters, He made a 
covenant with Noah that He would never 
again judge the earth with a flood.  Of 
course, this completely changes the mean-
ing of the rainbow embroidered on the 
team’s headgear; it’s no longer a symbol of 
pride in sexual depravity, but a reminder of 
the mercy God has on all of us sinners. 

The starter was joined in his bold stand by 
relief pitchers JT Brubaker and Ryan 
Walker; all three were following in the foot-
steps of former Giants shortstop Nick 
Ahmed and legendary Los Angeles Dodgers 
pitcher Clayton Kershaw.  

Giants reliever Sam Hentges opted to 
simply not wear the Pride hat, echoing a 
move from earlier that week by Dodgers re-

lief pitcher Blake Treinen and outfielder 
Alex Call.  

Going back a few years to a group of five 
players for the 2022 Tampa Bay Rays: 
Jason Adam, Jalen Beeks, Jeffrey Springs, 
Ryan Thompson, and Brooks Raley who re-
fused to wear the “Pride” gilt gear, these 
thirteen players constitute all the examples 
of bold resistance to the tyranny of LGBT 
activism that I can find going back to the 
1996 Giants, when Christian pitcher Mark 
Dewey turned a mandated AIDS awareness 
ribbon sideways on his uniform, to mimic 
the Christian fish symbol. (Incidentally, 
Mark Dewey went on to pastor a church 
less than an hour from our offices; his suc-
cessor at that church serves on our board.) 

I choose to list these players by name be-
cause, frankly, they deserve to be recog-
nized. There are 780 players in the MLB 
every season; many of them cross their 
chest at the plate or kiss their fists and point 
to Heaven after a home run. Many have 
cross tattoos or necklaces or embroidery on 
their gloves. Yet over the last three decades, 
only this handful of players has taken a 
stand against being made to call “good” 
what God has called “evil.”  It’s interesting 
that aside from the group of Rays, the rest 
all come from two teams based in Amer-
ica’s most liberal cities. 

As I write, 16 teams still have their Pride 
events coming up, so perhaps these new ex-
amples from this year will become a move-
ment. May it be so!  Better yet, may the 
example of the lone dissenting team in the 
league become a movement. The Texas 
Rangers are the sole team out of thirty who 
do not host an event requiring every player 
and attendee to celebrate the sexual procliv-
ities of a small minority of Americans and 
an even smaller minority of its fans. 

But, it’s not just the majors that host Pride 
events, minor league teams do as well.   
Last month, in the wake of the brave actions 
by the Giants pitchers, the York Revolution 
team from York, PA forfeited their game on 
the evening of their Pride event because  
several players refused to wear rainbow  
sleeved jerseys for the event.  I would list 
them too, but their club thankfully opted not 
to name them, presumably so as not to ruin 

their shots at ever being signed in the Major 
Leagues. 

The baseball industry has a problem on its 
hands. The sport once called the American 
pastime has enjoyed record viewership 
since 2024, at the same time that patriotism 
and Americana began to follow the Make 
America Great Again movement to promi-
nence during the election that brought Don-
ald Trump to power. At the same time, the 
popularity of the LGBTQ movement has 
plummeted: corporations are increasingly 
abandoning the cause and government 
agencies are no longer enforcing it. And in-
terest in religion, and particularly Christian-
ity, has increased.  

All of these changes are being primarily ob-
served in the same demographic: young 
men.  

Yet, the MLB is stuck in the past. They’ve 
clearly missed the memo that Americans 
aren’t interested in top-down, corporation 
inflicted, DEI celebrations any more. Base-
ball’s fanbase is moving to the right on this 
issue, yet the league responded to the Giants 
pitchers’ reclaiming of the rainbow by 
threatening to fine players for uniform pol-
icy violations if the practice were to con-
tinue.  

The NHL has already learned this lesson 
and banned themed warm-up jerseys that 
had been used to celebrate the Pride move-
ment before games, particularly because 
players were refusing to wear them. Many 
teams have also moved away from “Pride” 
language, to generally inclusive mottos like 
“Hockey is for Everyone.” 

As Vice President Vance replied to the back-
lash against the Giants players’ actions: 
“Trump won; we don’t have to do this any-
more.” The changes that came in with this 
administration certainly deserve a lot of 
credit, but not quite that much. The truth is, 
Christ won so we don’t have to do this any-
more.  Instead, we can and must love our 
neighbors who are stuck in these destructive 
lifestyles enough to point them towards the 
truth and mercy found in Him. 

Thank God for the examples of athletes 
bold enough to take that stand. 
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned, That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, 
it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it …  

The 56 men who signed that Declaration of 
Independence 250 years ago knew their sig-
natures could cost them their lives – and 
many paid a heavy price.  Five signers were 
captured by the British. Seventeen lost their 
homes and property.  Francis Lewis’ home 
was destroyed and his wife was jailed by the 
British; she died soon after.  John Hart was 
driven from his dying wife’s bedside and 
hunted by the British; their 13 children fled 
for their lives.  Thomas Nelson Jr. used all 
of his fortune to help finance the Continen-
tal Army and died bankrupt.  Several signers 
would not live to witness the independence 
for which they sacrificed so much. 

Where are such leaders today?  Increas-
ingly, we are being governed by both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans who rule as if we’re 
still under the monarchial system, whose 
shackles we overthrew.  These ruling elites 
have willfully forgotten that they derive 
“their just powers from the consent of the 
governed” and were elected to represent the 
will of the people.  We see little bipartisan-
ship within government, except when it 
comes to ignoring the voices of those they 
represent.  I’ll give just a couple examples. 

Recently, Michigan’s Governor Whitmer 
was caught on a hot mic derisively bragging 
about how she ignores the concerns of 
Michigan citizens, stating: “We’re used to 
people saying ‘no,’ and doing it anyway.”  
She was speaking with Oracle CEO Clay 

Magouyrk at a groundbreaking ceremony in 
Saline Township for the massive 
Oracle/OpenAI data center. 

The data center was forced upon this small 
farming community of just 3,000 residents 
against their will.  Citizens packed meetings 
in strong opposition, citing concerns such 
as skyrocketing water and electricity use 
and the loss of prime farmland.  The Town-
ship Board and the Planning Commission 
listened to the people they represent and 
voted against the data center.  Citizens had 
spoken and the democratic process pre-
vailed.  Or did it? 

Whitmer and state officials ignored the will 
of the people and approved the project.  
Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 
[D] also had a financial gain in the deal; her 
husband, Ryan Friedrichs, is a vice pres-
ident of the parent company of Related Dig-
ital, the firm developing the data center.  
Related Digital sued Saline Township, 
which couldn’t afford the massive legal 
fight.  As Whitmer said, when the people 
say no, they do it anyway. 

Then we have Republicans who don’t do 
what the people they represent want them 
to do.  For months, the GOP establishment 
in the U.S. Senate has pulled out all the 
stops to avoid doing what is in their power 
to do – pass the SAVE America Act.  The 
SAVE Act, a voter ID law that would re-
quire proof of U.S. citizenship for voter reg-
istration and a photo ID to vote in federal 
elections, is supported by 83% of Ameri-
cans, including 95% of Republicans and 
71% of Democrats. 

Normally, the bill would require 60 votes to 
pass, but Republicans don’t hold that many 
seats.  However, there are other avenues in 
which this vital bill could be passed.  Yet 
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) 
and elitist Republican Senators refuse to do 
so.  Thune has refused to nuke the filibuster, 
which would allow the SAVE Act to pass 
with a simple majority vote – even though 
the Democrats have already signaled that 
when they regain control, they will do ex-
actly that to push through their agenda, such 
as packing the Supreme Court.  Yet Thune 
doesn’t need to nuke the filibuster.  He 
could implement the talking filibuster, 
which would force Democrats to continu-

ously debate the legislation until each Dem-
ocrat has exhausted their allotted opportu-
nities to speak, after which the Republicans 
could pass the legislation. 

Some GOP Senators attempted to attach the 
SAVE Act to the recent reconciliation bill, 
but Republicans Susan Collins (ME), Mitch 
McConnell (KY), Lisa Murkowski (AK), 
and Thom Tillis (SC) voted with Democrats 
to kill the amendment.   Others urged the 
Senate to attach the SAVE Act to FISA 
reauthorization. Thune has also rebuffed 
President Trump’s urging to fire the Senate 
Parliamentarian, Elizabeth MacDonough, 
an unelected official who has held her posi-
tion since the Obama administration. The 
Parliamentarian – who serves at the pleas-
ure of the Senate Majority Leader - decides 
if legislation complies with Senate rules.  
She recently said that the SAVE Act didn’t 
comply with the Byrd Rule, and couldn’t be 
included in a budget reconciliation bill, 
which could pass with a majority vote.  
Voters didn't send Republicans to Washing-
ton so that an unelected parliamentarian 
could become the final word on such impor-
tant legislation.  Thune makes excuses on 
why they can’t pass what 95% of Repub-
licans want to see enacted.  However, the 
reality is, these GOP elitists have the same 
disdain for the will of the people that Gov. 
Whitmer exhibited. Too many Republicans 
don't care about saving the Republic. 

Republican voters want to see their repre-
sentatives actually stand for the principles 
they claim to espouse.  Senator Eric Smitt 
(R-MO) is one who does, and he writes: “… 
the American people do not want timid 
caretakers of decline. They want leaders 
willing to confront the forces destroying 
their country. They want fighters. … The 
American people are demanding conviction 
from their leaders. They want to know that 
someone is willing to stand between them 
and the forces hollowing out their country.” 

We are living in a pivotal point in our na-
tion’s history.  If America is to remain the 
land of the free for another 250 years, by 
God’s grace and if the Lord tarries, we need 
courageous leaders who will fight to pre-
serve the blessings of liberty that our 
founders were willing to sacrifice their very 
lives to obtain. 
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Even as I sat down to write this article, I 
heard news of how the FBI broke up yet 
another plot to assassinate the President of 
the United States, Donald Trump – a man 
that many people love to hate. It seems as 
though hatred is becoming an epidemic in 
America; many have become extremists, 
skipping over the middle ground of like and 
dislike, moving decisively to love or hate 
without much critical thinking or objectivity 
over the matter. Rash judgment has begun 
to rule the day; yet there are still many who 
cling to rationality and its blessings.  
 
It’s an enigma; we look around and we see 
kind people who would lend a helping hand 
to those in trouble, but when it comes to 
politics or cultural matters, the drop of a 
name or certain subject matter and these 
“Dr. Jekylls” can quickly turn into “Mr. 
Hydes.” Why do some people feel justified 
in their hatred and even revel in it? How did 
this nation of once free-thinkers ever opt for 
intense feeling over critical thinking? 
 
An article by the Epoch Times – What Your 
Brain Looks Like When You Hate Someone 
– may help us to make some sense of these 
things. 
 
In looking for the source of hatred, we’re 
told that it’s “often rooted in unresolved 
anger” and that it “often stems from help-
lessness.” When we view ourselves as vic-
tims or feel like we have no say in what’s 
happening around us, anger can be a natural 
response for any of us; when it’s not dealt 
with rationally and objectively, anger can 
turn to wrath and wrath can turn to hatred. 
 
“The brain’s hate ‘switch’ prioritizes ag-
gressive behavior and negative judgment. 
Hate selectively deactivates … the area (of 
the brain) involved in regulating impulsive 
responses and understanding others’ feel-
ings.” In other words, aggression is given a 

green light, caution is thrown to the wind, 
and empathy becomes almost non-existent. 
That is a recipe for trouble and it turns “the 
hater irrational … making him fixated on 
the target.” 
 
Realize it or not, hatred grows until it seeps 
into other areas of our lives: “Hate self-re-
inforces. The more you hate, the more your 
brain is wired to hate—it is like a low-dose 
poison that quietly erodes empathy.” Hatred 
changes who we are: “A person is not just 
unable to empathize with a person’s pain, 
but becomes numb or even starts feeling 
good about it.” 
 
We needn’t look any further than Demo-
cratic strategist James Carville for an exam-
ple. In March, Carville went on one of his 
usual tirades: “I got Trump Derangement 
Syndrome. I hate the [expletive]. And you 
know what? I don't want to get rid of it. I 
don't want to get better. I want to get worse. 
I want to hate him more. I pray to God in 
heaven, God, rain the righteous reign of 
Trump Derangement Syndrome on me. Pray 
for me, Lord. I'm your vessel on this earth. 
Pray for the people that listen to this. We 
want more. We want to hate the [another ex-
pletive] so much that we can't see straight.” 
While not everyone will embrace hate to 
this extent, when we choose to allow hate 
to have even partial control over our mind 
or emotions, we must be painfully aware 
that Carville’s shameful rant is not outside 
the realm of possibility for us as well. 
 
The article continues by pointing out the 
mental and physical health dangers which 
accompany hatred and finally states: “Hate 
turns off only when the target is sufficiently 
distanced or depowered. The challenge is 
that achieving these outcomes often in-
volves force or aggression.” Such aggres-
sion can take the form of physical or 
emotional violent acts, words spoken at our 
targeted nemesis, or words used for charac-
ter assassination. 
 
While I agree with the Epoch Times – “It’s 
critical to break the hate loop” – I disagree 
with their conclusion that “to eliminate hate, 
one must cultivate its opposite: compas-
sion.” The opposite of hate is love; it’s real  
love that wells compassion up within us. 

Jesus gave a list of actions/choices that will 
help to transform us, eliminating the hate 
within: “Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you.” At the 
end of what we commonly call The Lord’s 
Prayer in Matthew 6, we see a positive and 
a negative promise regarding forgiveness. 
The apostle Paul at the end of Ephesians 4 
tells us to get rid of bitterness, anger, evil 
speaking (to name a few) and that we in-
stead must forgive. 
 
Mark S. Russell, Jr., in writing the forward 
to G. Clair Sam’s book Forgiven and For-
giving, states: “…forgiveness is one of the 
most profound elements marking me as a 
member of the human race, both in my need 
of forgiveness as well as my need to extend 
forgiveness to others. Forgiveness identifies 
me as a follower of Christ and defines one 
of my most noble pursuits—to be Christ-
like.” 
 
Many struggle with forgiving because 
they’ve been told that to forgive is to ignore, 
forget, or excuse the offense. Sometimes 
they feel that to forgive, one accepts the re-
sults of the violation as being okay. G. Clair 
Sam explains that true forgiveness requires 
a balance of truth and love, of justice and 
grace. He uses our salvation as an example 
of what true forgiveness looks like: “The 
forgiveness we receive following repentance 
and faith rest on God’s deep sense of justice, 
mercy and forgiveness.” 
 
Sam writes, in closing one of his chapters: 
“‘Forgiveness is a choice you make,’ I’ve 
instructed my children. ‘If you don’t forgive, 
it brings death into your life in one form or 
another. The best way to become forgiving 
is to pray for the person you need to forgive. 
Even though it may seem hard at first, once 
you get into it and find more and more 
things to pray about, you’ll notice your 
heart becoming soft toward that person.’” 
 
Hate hurts while love heals. Might each of 
us, regardless our political and cultural lean-
ings, reject the hate that harms, reaching out 
to others in love. Love your enemies…
Forgiveness flips the switch. 
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Hate to Love - Forgiveness Flips the Switch!
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