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As the temperatures rise
higher, it seems that a
godly person’s eyes must
lower to protect their con-
science from the sights of
the scantily clad and to
keep themselves pure.
Sadly, immodesty isn’t
relegated to the beaches;
it’s in the stores, on the
streets, at sporting events,
on billboards and televi-
sion, sometimes  at
church...it’s EVERY-
WHERE! From plunging
necklines to higher hems,
from skin-tight outfits to
skimpy swathes of cloth
meant to cover up only
what’s  “necessary,” to
words and designs strate-
gically placed, meant to
draw eyes and imagina-
tions to where they do not
belong, the battle for
modesty and purity is al-
ways before us all — men
and women alike.

Contrary to what modern
dictionaries tell us, de-

cency and modesty aren’t
decided nor defined by
culture. The Creator has
set the standards and de-
fined these terms by His
holiness; our best re-
sponse is humble obe-
dience to God’s
directives, being holy as
He is holy. Yet, so many
professing Christians take
their cues from the
world’s standard of dress.
It’s not that they dress
like the world, but many
look at the world’s stan-
dards of acceptability and
feel that if they are more
modest than the world, it
must be okay. The issue is
that the world’s definition
of decency and modesty
changes from generation
to generation. As John
Wesley stated, “What one
generation tolerates, the
next embraces.”

Understanding this slip-
pery slope, Scott Brown
questions: “As we con-
sider our dress, we ought
to ask: What message
does this convey? As an
image-bearer of God,
does my clothing repre-
sent Him—or someone
else’s skewed vision of re-
ality? In wearing what 1
wear, have I handed over

influence to those at war
with God? Have I become
a friend of the world?”

(Beyond Modesty)

Of course, modesty ex-
ceeds clothing and fash-
ion; it deals with the
whole person — our
speech, actions, thoughts.
That’s why modesty is
truly a matter of the heart
and begins with humility.
If modesty is simply fol-
lowing a set of rules — do
or don’t wear, say, or do
certain things — then
we’ve only succeeded in
becoming legalists who
have a thin veneer of ex-
ternal modesty wrapped
around a pride-filled
heart. This puts us in
grave danger, spiritually.

“Unless a person dresses
the way they dress be-
cause they treasure Christ
above all else and desire
to do His will, unless they
long to glorify God in
their bodies, unless their
greatest grief would be to
displease God, they have
become legalists. They 're
doing nothing more than
putting on a show that
has no connection with
their heart.” (Beyond

Modesty)
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Anyone who has listened
to Ken Ham likely has
heard him go through a
list of doctrines which
have their beginnings in
Genesis 1-11. One such
statement he makes is,
“Why do we wear
clothes? Genesis 1-11.”
Scott Brown deepens and
widens this out in his su-
perb book Beyond Mod-
esty. In looking at Genesis
2-3 (man’s transgression
met with God’s mercy
and grace), he writes:
“Clothing is a symbol of
man s failure and inability
to clothe himself. But it is
also a symbol of God's
zeal to cover the shame of
the justified sinner. God
delights to cover your
shame.” Later he adds:
“Covering the sinner in
the righteousness of
Christ is the whole matter.
This is the purpose of
clothes. Clothing speaks
of redemption.”

Yet, not all have per-
sonally taken part in the
great exchange spoken of
in 2 Corinthians 5:21, put-
ting off our filthy rags of
sin and self-righteous-
ness, while being clothed

in the righteousness of
Christ. “For he hath made
him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we
might be made the right-
eousness of God in him.”

What clothing are you
putting before a watching
world? Scott tells us that
“The Bible is clear. Cloth-
ing is designed to cover
shame, conceal naked-
ness, display beauty,
shroud sin, demarcate the
distinctiveness of men
and women, embody hu-
mility, profess godliness,
symbolize purity, and sig-
nify how the Lord drapes
the wearer in eternal
robes of righteousness.
On the other hand, cloth-
ing can be used to repre-
sent worldliness,
sensuality,  androgyny,
homosexuality, apostasy,
and rebellion.”

I started this article with
the statement that im-
modesty is everywhere.
That being the case, what
is a person to do? While
witnessing immodesty of
dress is largely unavoid-
able, we can take a lesson
from a man after God’s
own heart. In Psalm
101:3, David makes these
commitments to purity: “I
will set no wicked thing
before mine eyes: I hate
the work of them that turn

aside; it shall not cleave
to me.”

First, we need to take
great care in what we
place before our eyes,
especially in this digital
age which seeks to entrap
our brain and emotions.
We must consider the
shows that we watch, the
games that we play, and
the places we go. What
do we consider being
worth the price of our
soul or even the spiritual
blessings and growth that
we miss out on to feed the
lusts of the flesh?

Second, even if we do not
place wickedness before
our eyes, there are those
who, through ignorance,
deception, or selfishness,
don’t care what they wear
or the enticements they
may bring to others.
When such temptations
are placed before our
eyes we must quickly
turn away, think on Jesus
and His Word, and ask
from the Lord that “it
shall not cleave to me.”

Above all, let us be
clothed in righteous mod-
esty out of love for our
Lord and our fellowman.
It’s not about rules; it’s
about a whole life of wor-
ship!
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