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The Urgency Increases
By Bill Johnson

You see our front page picture featuring
basketball; the intensity you see in this pic-
ture is what I want you to think about as you
read over these next few pages. And, yes,
what I am writing about in these next two
pages mentions and portrays basketball with
all of its intensity of interest, fandom, tons
of money on the line, and egos having their
way.

The Detroit Pistons and the Cleveland Cav-
aliers, pictured above, are long-time rivals.
This recent series of seven games played in
the National Basketball Association (NBA)
was between the number 1 seed Detroit Pis-
tons (60-22) and number 4 seed Cleveland
Cavaliers (52-30) and concluded on May
17, 2026 with underdog Cleveland prevail-
ing over Detroit 4 games to 3. The final
score of the last game, with the series on the
line, was Cleveland - 125, Detroit - 94.

For anyone who followed each of the
games, they could see the ebbs and flows
between the teams of motivation, effort,
hustle, teamwork, earnestness, tension and
sacrifice. This became very visible one
game after another from game 1 to game 7.
First, the Pistons enhanced their position as
favorites winning the first two games on
their home court. Then the Cavaliers, rec-
ognizing they were only two games from
being eliminated, won the next two games
on their home court, and, having discovered
their confidence, they turned the tables on
the Pistons defeating Detroit on Detroit’s
home court in game 5 — now leading three
games to two over the Pistons. The pressure

mounted on the top seed, Detroit, as they
faced being eliminated in the sixth game in
Cleveland. However, somehow, the Pis-
tons, despite at times displaying uninspired
play, furiously and expertly arose from their
doldrums, playing very inspired basketball,
and defeated the Cavaliers by more than
twenty points. Arising and playing in-
spired, as they are capable, in game 6 with
their backs against the wall!

Now the seven-game series was tied (3-3).
Again: The Pistons had lost their home
court advantage; and through much height-
ened intensity and impressive team work,
they evened the series with their overwhel-
ming victory back in Cleveland on game 6
setting themselves up now having regained
the upper hand to resume their anticipated
restored style of aggressive play; playing
before their home crowd cheering them on.

Who ultimately wanted this more? Sidebar:
Dan Gilbert, Cleveland Cavalier owner re-
portedly sent 24 buses (1,400) of fans into
Detroit to cheer on his Cavaliers — and un-
derwrote all expenses.

Here is the overview of the utter failure in
spirit and in truth (hustling, shooting, de-
fense, passing, rebounding, fight).

Mitch Albom, star reporter for the Detroit
Free Press, wrote: In their worst defensive
effort of the 2026 NBA playoffs, at the big-
gest moment of the entire season, the Pis-
tons let the Cleveland Cavaliers whip them
in the scoring game, the passing game, the
rebounding game, the assists game and the

coaching game. Cleveland did everything
but pull the Pistons’ pants down.

Possession after possession, the Cavs fed
their big men, who ate up the Pistons.
Layups. Soft bankers. Lob passes. Endless
free throws. Detroit was late to 3-pointers,
the Cavs swished them. Detroit was late to
50-50 balls;, the Cavs swiped them.
https://bit.ly/4AuWDLNp

With that ugly portrayal of the complete
domination of the Cavaliers how did the
Pistons even make it to game seven? Well,
there was game 6 which lightly identified
above - a vastly different picture.

THE SIXTH GAME: The Pistons took con-
trol in the second half, opening the third
quarter with a 14-4 run to take a 68-55 lead
that they wouldn t relinquish. They held the
Cavs to 29.3% shooting in the second half
and 39% for the night while shooting 52.4%
themselves.

The Pistons got 48 points from their bench
to the Cavs' 19 bench points
https://bit.ly/4wCfaPn

The point being made here is that the Pis-
tons showed up with fight and the Cavaliers
clearly didn’t in game 6. On the basketball
court right before a watching world these
teams with intense rivalry demonstrates
what a difference it takes to play inspired or
not. It is not only true in a game it is true in
our every day lives. That includes things
that seem insignificant — like whether or not
to vote for a pro-Islamic candidate.
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Personal Note

You’ve heard it repeatedly that around the
world and now more in America, enemies
of our Constitution are incrementally seek-
ing to undermine and take over our country
through supplanting our governmental in-
stitutions.  That’s in Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights, Hamtramck, Sterling Heights — on
the eastern side of the state. That shows that
their methodology is working. Not only
there but around the nation and around the
world. Note the UK. That didn’t happen
overnight where many of UK’s largest cities
have Muslim mayors. You already know
this, and it didn’t just happen! There was an
aggressive method and bold convictions be-
hind it on their part.

Our spring guest speaker Elisabeth Saba-
ditsch-Wolff, some of you may recall, spoke
from 9 years of experiencing a losing battle
against international courts, the media, the
opposing parties; her fight for the freedom
of speech and religion in Austria and
throughout Europe — lost!

And, yes, we have fought many spiritual
wars over these forty years. In those earlier
years, there was at least a fair degree of ci-
vility between the parties; Republican and
Democratic. That “train” has left the station
long ago. And, you know it full well. How
can you not with enemies within the camp
— Nancy Pelosi, John Brennan, Bill and Hil-
lary Clinton, Barack and Michelle Obama,
Joe and Jill Biden, Gretchen Whitmer, Joce-
lyn Benson, and the list goes on and on and
on. And includes candidates like Abdul El-
Sayed presently running for U.S. Senator in
Michigan. These, and hundreds and thou-
sands, of others are not only our political
opponents but our spiritual enemies.

There is much at stake as we have gotten
ourselves into the fix that we are in due in
large measure to losing at the polls for sev-

eral voting cycles. How do you think we
got (2018) Gretchen Whitmer for Governor,
Jocelyn Benson as Secretary of State, Dana
Nessel as Attorney General; and, in 2022
with proposals 1,2 and 3? And, yes, I be-
lieve because massive numbers of Chris-
tians and conservatives are NOT AND
HAVE NOT BEEN VOTING! Nationwide
and statewide millions of people who
should be voting haven’t been.

We need their help! Why do they say they
don’t vote? Prayerfully, this fact should
awaken us to our need for them and their
need for us. It is quite likely that we each
know of some family member, friend, or ac-
quaintance that seldom to never votes; that
we could come encourage them to do their
best to participate at such a time as this to
let their voice be heard. Help them to see
there is a spiritual crisis in our world and in
the land.

WE CAN DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

I received a call recently from a new friend
suggesting that I call Jeff Vega with a new
incentive that he wanted to share with me
called: Time to Lead! Jeff has launched a
plan for volunteers — county by county — to
raise up patriots to rally together to anoint
them one by one to commit to diligently
speak to upwards of 12 people within their
circles to get out the vote (neighbors, family
and church members, pastors and church
leaders, acquaintances). Are we not in a
spiritual battle for constitutional and Bib-
lical values?

The Michigan primary election is set for
Tuesday, August 4.

Fall election is set for: Tuesday, Nov. 3.

There was a reason why I started the front
page detailing the seven-game series be-
tween the victorious Cleveland Cavaliers
and the vanquished Detroit Pistons.

Simplistically it is this: To show a team that
has the will to win, coupled with an inspired
fire in their belly - WHEN SO MUCH IS
AT STAKE. Contrast that with their oppo-
nent that for whatever reason - willfully, or
perhaps unknowingly assuming all is well -
comes on the floor not expecting to disgrace

itself through a listless lethargy blowing
shot after shot and repeatedly having the
ball being stolen from them, out-hustled,
out-fought, out-rebounded; utterly defeated
- no excuses - no further opportunities to
RISE EVER AGAIN in this season.

My friends: I fear that we are the Detroit
Pistons!

We celebrated our 40" anniversary of mini-
stry service last year. We have been encour-
aged and supported by people in their
twenties as well as those even well into their
nineties. A former chief of police from Fre-
mont served as a great advisor and helped
us immensely. A manager of a mall called
once to tell me we won. That’s a whole
other story. A legislative leader years ago
said publicly that pornography was a vic-
timless crime — only to die at the hands of
pornography in his retirement years. God
is sovereign! His ways aren’t our ways!
[Isaiah 55-8-9]

So it is in the realm of elections, politics,
political leaders. There are times when we
are totally confounded by the evil that lurks
about in the decisions made at the highest
levels. Nonetheless we also see that there
are some very wonderful people standing in
the gap. Speaking up for truth when nec-
essary and speaking against lies, even when
they are largely standing alone.

This is our government and God directs us
to obey those in authority and to be mindful
of our need for them. Reviewing Romans
13 on occasion is a healthy thing to do.

We have seen fraud in our elections. There
is a new vigilance around the nation in ex-
posing and holding fraudsters accountable.
People are waking up and opening their
eyes and their hearts for a return to good
order. Being cynical is not the answer. We
may each be only one, but we are one and
we can multiply our voices through right-
eousness, faithfulness, prayer and outreach.
May we not be uninspired!!! May we walk
with the Lord and sincerely ask day by day
for His Spirit and leading. Let us help en-
courage others in their lives and, as the Lord
leads, encourage others to vote too. Let us

arise! A‘u—
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Christ Alone Will Defeat Islam

By Steve Huston

With such a large influx of the Islamic pop-
ulation and their corresponding influence
within our cities, states, educational institu-
tions, and government — both local and na-
tional, only the most willfully blind do not
see its negative impact on our culture, our
children, and our nation’s future viability.
Our heritage of freedom, liberty, and right
to free expression of religious thought (or
any kind of opposing thought) is at stake
and we must rise up to peacefully defeat this
rising tide of Islamic extremism before it is
too late, if it isn’t already.

Some states are taking legislative steps to
stop the overwhelming Islamic influence
within their borders; let us realize that will
only curtail it, not bring it to a halt or defeat
it. For example, Florida’s Gov. DeSantis (R)
recently signed a bill that pushes back
against Muslim influence in the state by
banning funding from the Council of Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations (CAIR) and the
Muslim Brotherhood. This bill prohibits
charitable organizations “from accepting
contributions or support from designated
terrorist organizations.”

This tells us two things: 1. Informed voting
is vital to keep a legislative hand in the
fight. 2. Our hope is in the Lord, not in the
government. Those whom we have hired
through the electoral process are largely un-
willing or unable to pass and enforce the
necessary laws that will bring this crisis to
a close. Those who present bills that insist
legal foreign immigrants assimilate to our
nation and its Constitution or be deported
don’t receive the support that they need and
that our nation deserves. THIS PUTS US
IN JEOPARDY, for our first line of de-
fense from a human standpoint is our gov-
ernment and its Constitution which is meant
to “provide for the common defense” and to
“promote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty.” Therefore, it’s of
utmost importance to vote rightly and to

urge others to do likewise; it’s our duty and
our privilege to act in righteousness as we
wait upon the Lord in His grand and sov-

ereign design.

What is the solution for defeating this Is-
lamic expansion, protecting our nation
while trusting in the Lord? In 1901, Pres-
ident Teddy Roosevelt assessed, “All the
problems before us in this country...are as
nothing compared with the problem of the
diminishing birth rate and all it implies.”

The greatest threat to Western civilization
comes through population dynamics. Over
the past decade I’ve watched videos that
warn of these changing demographics and
their future implications. We are now wit-
nessing its coming to pass in Europe and
America. Michael Youssef warns in his
book An Unholy Alliance: “The combina-
tion of large-scale Muslim immigration into
Europe and America, combined with the
trend of large families among Muslim im-
migrants, guarantees that Western culture
will recede as the immigrant Muslim culture
expands.” He goes on to explain how “Is-
lamists...hope to conquer Western civiliza-
tion at the ballot box, using the democratic
process to abolish democracy...if current
trends continue, it's just a matter of time be-
fore Islam becomes the dominant culture,
religion, and political system throughout the
United States and Europe.” (p. 52) As the
secular leftists embrace them, it’s yet
another call for us to vote rightly and to urge
others to do so.

On my refrigerator at home, we have a pic-
ture postcard of a friend’s family, including
five children. Another friend took note of
this large family and pensively made the
following statement: “That’s the only way
to defeat Islam in this country; we need to
start having large families again.”

My friend’s comment was only partially
correct. Yes, Americans must begin to fulfill
God’s mandate to multiply and have domin-
ion, but that’s not enough. These children
must be viewed in light of Psalm 127:3-5;
“Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As
arrows are in the hand of a mighty man;
so are children of the youth. Happy is the
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man that hath his quiver full of them: they
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak
with the enemies in the gate.”

Christians must be diligent in raising their
sons and daughters in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord. Father’s must be about
the business of crafting their “arrows’”
shafts — by the grace and power of God (Ps.
127:1) — to be straight and made of durable
wood that will find its mark by God’s di-
recting providence. He and his wife must
fletch these “arrows” with grace, truth,
and love which is true holiness. Without
godly seed who are dedicated to the One,
True God and discipled to be strong con-
tenders of a solely Biblical faith (Jude 3),
we will still be a nation in perilous trouble.
We must start early, for as Frederick Doug-
las rightly noted: “It is easier to build strong
children than to repair broken men.”

We need men to be men once more, not ex-
pecting our children to “do as I say, not as I
do.” We mustn’t be timid or compromised
by the culture; we must boldly lead and
boldly love our Lord and our “enemy” by
example, living out the “cross life.” Jesus
declared “...If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)
We are to take a firm stand for Christ and
His Kingdom. We must love the Muslim,
the progressive, and other deceived souls
enough to “speak with the enemy in the
gate.”

What will that look like? Zechariah 8:16
boldly makes it clear: “These are the things
that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the
truth to his neighbour; execute the judg-
ment of truth and peace in your gates.”

Remember that Jesus said the gates of hell
would not prevail against the truth that Peter
uttered in faith. In answer to Jesus’ question
— Who do you say that I am? — Peter pro-
claimed, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” Let us speak truth about the
contradictions of the Qur’an and the truth
and peace which is found in Jesus Christ.

Might we boldly proclaim the gospel, wea-
ring the armor of God, and having done all
to stand in this evil day — STAND!
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We Are The Weeds

By Chris Johnson

As we walked past the fields the other day,
my wife and [ were noticing how many dan-
delions there are this year. Our yards and the
ditches along the roads are full of them, and
even some of the fields which are sprayed
with weed killer are dotted with the yellow
heads which have already begun to turn
white and go to seed for the first of many
times this year.

Other years, there’s hardly been a dandelion
to be found in our neighborhood, which I’ve
credited to the farmers’ spraying, but as the
Lord promised us in Genesis, we’ll never be
completely rid of the weeds.

I thought of this even as my family prepared
to plant a garden for the first time this
spring. We’ve marked off the boundaries
and sprayed it with Round Up before we ro-
totill the grass under so that when our plants
pop out of the soil, they’re not contending
with the ground cover trying to reassert it-
self. Yet, when the rows of beans and peas
and corn plants pop through the soil, don’t
we all know despite our best efforts we’ll
be pulling weeds that pop up right alongside
of them.

As I said, this will be our first year planting
a garden on our property — and, in doing so,
we’re joining what appears to be something
of a trend or even a movement in my gen-
eration. Several friends of mine who are
parents participate in a “1,000 hours out-
side” challenge with their kids. We keep
chickens, make sourdough, and yes, plant
gardens. Homesteading and bushcraft
content detailing traditional survival
methods rack up tens of millions of views
on YouTube and social media sites. I’ve got
people I grew up with keeping bees for
honey and candle wax, selling dairy cow
shares for raw milk, and growing flowers
for homeopathic remedies. I’'m not talking
about just a few of them either, and not just

the FFA (Future Farmers of America) types.

And isn’t it interesting that this movement
is led by millennials; the last generation to
experience an analog childhood and the first
to welcome the digital revolution. We’ve
had both in our formative years and many
of us prefer the dials and switches — and the
dirt - to the touch screens.

Man was created to tame nature, “to work
and to keep,” to take dominion, and while
this inherent purpose can be suppressed, it
cannot be overwritten. While weeds are a
part of sin’s curse, our inclination to strug-
gle against them is part of our nature. Like
the sprayed weed itself, our desire to bring
order to the chaos will always find a way to
come back.

In our place in history, this knowledge may
provide us with a small amount of hope.
There are real questions about the future of
our nation, our people, and even humanity
itself.

Will communism or Islam or some combi-
nation of both replace our political system?
Will immigrants replace the American pop-
ulation? Will Al replace the work force?
We can’t know the answer to these ques-
tions, but what we can be sure of is that
God’s purpose for man will not fizzle out.
There will always be a “remnant” looking
to bring order to the chaos, right the wrongs,
and pull the weeds.

In Russell Kirk’s Roots of American Order,
he describes how for a society to flourish, it
requires both moral and social order.

“Order is the first need of the soul. It is not
possible to love what one ought to love, un-
less we recognize some principles of order
by which to govern ourselves.

“Order is the first need of commonwealth.
It is not possible for us to live in peace with
one another, unless we recognize some prin-
ciple of order by which to do justice.”

The purpose of Kirk’s book is to explore the
unique roots of American order. America
learned its morality and its place in this
world from the Old Testament, he explains:
“all true law comes from God, and that God
is the source of order and justice.”

Here’s how he closes the chapter on the Old
Testament: “Faith and hope may endure
when earthly cities are reduced to rubble:
that, indeed, is a principal lesson from the
experience of Israel under God.”

Still, at the end of his book, Kirk warns:
“Moral and social order, or a vast part of
it, may be destroyed by a few years of vio-
lence or a few decades of contemptuous
neglect. Then hope is lost, for many gener-
ations, for order is a kind of organic growth,
developing slowly over many centuries; it
cannot be created by public proclamation.”

We are in the midst of the “few contemptu-
ous decades” eroding moral and social
order, and while hope is ultimately never
lost, the hopefulness of “many generations”
is at stake.

In the 100 Cupboards fantasy series by N.D.
Wilson, the hero of the story is a young boy
who discovers he has the magic of dande-
lions in his blood. At first, he thinks this is
very lame magic, but as the story plays out,
he realizes that the strength of the dandelion
weed is in its sacrificial death: every time it
dies it becomes more plentiful. So, as he
fights evil, he discovers that his real power
is in sacrificial love.

Here’s how the book Dandelion Fire, puts
it: “Sometimes standing against evil is more
important than defeating it. The greatest he-
roes stand because it is right to do so, not
because they believe they will walk away
with their lives. Such selfless courage is a
victory in itself.”

In a world where modernity, technocracy,
and communism is the Round Up to the
field of moral and social order, we must be
the weeds.
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The Choice for America: Life or Death? Blessing or Curse?

By Lisa Van Houten
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WITHESSES AGAINST YOU THAT | HAVE SET
BEFORE YOU LIFE AND DEATH, BLESSINGS AND

CURSES. NOW CHOOSE LIFE, 50 THAT
YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN MAY e
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Four years ago, the pro-life community re-
joiced when the Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade, which had forced every state
to allow abortion-on-demand. The 2022
Dobbs decision restored the right of states
to determine their own laws regarding abor-
tion. Soon after, 20 states enacted laws pro-
tecting the unborn and limiting abortion,
including Louisiana which has declared that
“every unborn child is a human being from
the moment of conception and is, therefore,
a legal person.” Yet despite these new pro-
life state laws, the number of abortions in
the U.S. dramatically increased. The abor-
tion rate is currently 21% higher than when
Roe was the law of the land. In fact, in
states like Louisiana which have strong re-
strictions on abortion, there are now more
abortions than before those laws were
enacted. How can that be?

It’s a result of policies put in place by the
Biden administration to ensure this murder-
ous practice would continue, despite the
overturning of Roe. Biden’s FDA removed
all safety protocols from the abortion drug
mifepristone, including the long-standing
requirement of an in-person medical exam
prior to prescription, and instead allowed
the abortion drug to be prescribed remotely
and illegally shipped through the mail, in
violation of the Comstock Act. The FDA
has sided with the abortion industry rather
than its duty to regulate drug safety. Tragi-
cally, mifepristone is obviously deadly to
babies, but it’s also proven to be dangerous
to the women taking it. Nearly 11% of
women who take the drug experience a “se-
rious adverse health event,” such as sepsis
or hemorrhaging. In addition, with no phys-
ician oversite, the drug is being obtained by
abusive boyfriends, sex traffickers, and
even husbands who coerce women to take
the drug against their will or without their
knowledge. These do-it-yourself abortions
now make up nearly 70% of the roughly 1.2

million abortions in the U.S. annually.

To the grievous frustration of pro-life
voters, the Trump administration has left
these Biden-era policies in place regarding
mifepristone. In Senate hearings last year,
Trump’s FDA commissioner, Marty Ma-
kary, pledged to review the safety of mifep-
ristone, but since has refused to do so. And
under his leadership, the FDA approved yet
another dangerous abortion drug. Recently,
Makary was forced to resign, giving hope
to pro-lifers that the FDA will stop the un-
regulated distribution of mifepristone. Ho-
wever, Makary is being temporarily
replaced by deputy FDA commissioner,
Kyle Diamantis, who was an attorney for
Planned Parenthood! As Live Action’s Lila
Rose, emphatically stated: “We cannot
allow someone who represented Planned
Parenthood to oversee rules surrounding
the deadly abortion pill mifepristone that
has killed MILLIONS of babies. We need a
strong pro-life nominee to replace him IM-
MEDIATELY.”

The Trump administration is at risk of alien-
ating pro-life voters over this issue. Chad
Connelly, founder of Faith Wins, writes:
“These are not casual voters. They are
among the party’s most reliable and moti-
vated constituencies. They organize
churches, mobilize volunteers, knock doors,
and turn out consistently in elections that
determine congressional control.”

In addition to being a moral concern, it’s
also a constitutional issue — undermining
state sovereignty. As recognized by Dobbs,
states have the right to pass laws to protect
the unborn, but these rights are being under-
cut by federal policy allowing abortifacient
drugs to be mailed into states where their
use is illegal. In response, the state of Lou-
isiana brought a suit against the FDA, argu-
ing that the agency cannot override state
bans on abortion and pointing to safety con-
cerns, since the FDA itself has conceded
that it failed to adequately study the drug’s
safety. The 5th Circuit Court unanimously
sided with Louisiana, issuing a nationwide
injunction, blocking the FDA policy which
allows for the distribution of abortion drugs
by mail. However, this pro-life victory was
short-lived. Just days later, in a 7-2 decision
the U.S. Supreme Court issued a stay, halt-
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ing the Circuit Court’s ruling. The case will
continue, potentially reaching the Supreme
Court next year for a hearing on the merits
of the case, but in the meantime the unreg-
ulated distribution of abortion drugs will
continue across state lines.

Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel
Alito, the two who voted to uphold the Cir-
cuit Court decision, issued stinging rebukes
to their colleagues. As Thomas noted in his
dissent: “it is a criminal offense to ship mi-
fepristone for use in abortions. The Com-
stock Act bans using ‘the mails’to ship any
‘drug ... for producing abortion.”” And
Alito chastised the majority calling the stay
on the Circuit Court an “unreasoned order”
and stating: “What is at stake is the perpe-
tration of a scheme to undermine our deci-
sion in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health
Organization, which restored the right of
each State to decide how to regulate abor-
tions within its borders.”

Yet the Trump administration could pro-
tect life and state sovereignty without
waiting for the courts by upholding the
Comstock Act and halting mifepristone’s
distribution while its safety is studied.
Call the White House at 202-456-1414
and urge President Trump to take those
actions.

While we must strive to use every legal
means available to limit abortion, it is ulti-
mately a matter of the heart - which laws
cannot change, but God can.

Recently I saw a sickening video of a preg-
nant woman taking abortion pills at her own
gender reveal party after finding out she
was having a girl. “It better be a boy,” she
says before popping a balloon to reveal pink
confetti. She then takes abortion pills, cele-
brating the murder of her own baby, as she
shouts “thank you Jesus.” Other women
gathered around her at the “party” are heard
chanting “kill it.” This video was posted on
Mother’s Day.

“They poured out innocent blood, the blood
of their sons and daughters ... Then the
anger of the Lord was kindled against his
people.” (Ps. 106)

Pray that the Lord turns the hearts of
mothers and fathers to their children.
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Little People on Big Screens

By Steve Huston

When I was growing up the big concern
was “how many hours a day do children
spend watching television?” Even then,
with only one screen to monitor, there was
great concern over how increased screen
time affected a child’s cognitive growth, so-
cialization, and even spiritual health. Par-
ticular concern was raised over the amount
of sex and violence that was being ingested
by the minds and souls of all ages in our
land. American Family Association’s Don
Wildmon was a hero, a culture warrior, and
a watchman on the wall in this regard: her-
alding the dangers of indiscriminate televi-
sion viewing while calling the church to
holiness and godly concern.

This generation deals with a virtual plethora
of screens literally at their fingertips with
the World Wide Web looking to entice and
entrap each mind — as if to say - ""Will you
walk into my parlour?' said the Spider to the
Fly.” Unfortunately, not enough are cau-
tious, disciplined, and discerning; they find
themselves entrapped by the very tool that
was meant to be a means of help to them.

Yet the questions remain, particularly so for
the Christian. Why would a Christian want
to be entertained by any degree of sin?
What of the desensitization of our minds?
Remembering John Wesley’s assessment:
“What one generation tolerates, the next
generation will embrace,” we recognize
how easily and quickly the church in vary-
ing degrees has loosed from her moorings
and has drifted out into a sea of worldliness
and iniquity. Are we redeeming the time?
What are we fostering within our children?

While the television screen was often used
as an in-home “babysitter,” the many device
screens available today act as an “electronic
nanny”: mobile, able to entertain or play a
game, and, with Al features, have the capa-
bility of building a relationship with the
child. “A new study from the Institute for

Family Research reveals four key findings:
American children spend an enormous
amount of time online, with the average
three-year-old spending just under S
hours a week on devices, and the average
17-year-old over 19 hours online. Ad-
ditionally, most kids have few restrictions
on technology, with over 60% of children
aged 11 and older having a smartphone. Ho-
wever, the average 17-year-old has little
freedom to leave home unsupervised. And
religious parents with degrees are more
likely to set limits on technology ...

“IFS fellow Lyman Stone noted that among
six-year-olds, ‘25% already have a
smartphone... 58% aren’t even allowed to
play IN THEIR OWN YARD without su-
pervision... and they socialize with friends
only 2.2 hours a week.”” (Agenda Weekly)

We have a responsibility to recognize the
potential harms. Here are but a few: one’s
privacy is likely being invaded; as your
child looks into the screen the screen is also
looking back and listening to its surround-
ings. We are unaware of the extent to which
the lines of reality are being blurred and
how it affects the socioemotional devel-
opment of children and teens. A recent Stan-
ford study has revealed that children in 83%
of schools are unable to read as well as stu-
dents ten years ago; researchers attribute
this to more screen time, less recreational
reading, and shorter attention spans. With
so much “knowledge” available to us, the
amount of ignorance in how it’s dissemi-
nated is astounding. We must become
thinkers and questioners.

As the White House, UN, and Big Tech join
hands to push Al into the classroom to
greater degrees, Alex Newman writes, “fa-
miliar patterns emerge: federal bureaucrats
coordinating with Big Tech giants, massive
data collection on children, personalized
‘learning’ algorithms that could reprogram
young minds, and eerie parallels with the
United Nations’ long-standing push for Al-
driven global education standards.”

Neil Postman gives a wise warning to our

age of technological superiority and artifi-

cial intelligence, even though he was writ-

ing about the age of television in his

landmark book Amusing Ourselves to
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Death; take heed: “But it is much later in the
game now, and ignorance of the score is in-
excusable. To be unaware that a technology
comes equipped with a program for social
change, to maintain that technology is neu-
tral, to make the assumption that technol-
ogy is always a friend to culture is, at this
late hour, stupidity plain and simple. More-
over, we have seen enough by now to know
that technological changes in our modes of
communication are even more ideology-
laden than changes in our modes of trans-
portation. Introduce the alphabet to a
culture and you change its cognitive habits,
its social relations, its notions of com-
munity, history and religion. Introduce the
printing press with movable type, and you
do the same. Introduce speed-of-light trans-
mission of images and you make a cultural
revolution. Without a vote. Without po-
lemics. Without guerrilla resistance. Here is
ideology, pure if not serene. Here is ideo-
logy without words, and all the more pow-
erful for their absence. All that is required
to make it stick is a population that devoutly
believes in the inevitability of progress.”

Understanding and guarding against the
dangers and programmed ideologies that are
inherent to the technological advancements
that surround us is not to be a luddite. We
must protect our children and our families
at every turn, being ever vigilant to our bib-
lical duties and aware of Satan’s tactics and
ploys. As J.C. Ryle admonishes: “We must
be content to walk in Christ’s steps, and
let the world say what it likes.”

Dads, in contrast to the “electronic nanny,”
let us take FULL responsibility in training
our children, protecting our family from de-
ception, and guarding our own heart as well.
“In the Old Testament, it is quite clear that
the father was a kind of priest in his house-
hold and family: he represented God. He
was responsible not only for the morals and
the behavior but for the instruction of his
children. The Bible's emphasis everywhere
is that this is the primary duty and task of
the parents. And it remains so to this day. If
we are Christians at all, we must realize
that this great emphasis is based upon those
fundamental units ordained by God—mar-
riage, family, and home. You cannot play
fast and loose with them.” ~ D.M. Lloyd-
Jones
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The Art of the Deal Meets the Art of the Steal

By Lisa Van Houten

In the recent summit between President
Trump and Chinese President Xi, the Trump
administration made sure that digital secu-
rity was extremely tight. The entire del-
egation, from Trump officials to the CEOs
and reporters traveling with them, were re-
quired to leave all electronic devices at
home and were issued “clean” burner
phones and laptops. At the conclusion of
the summit, those burner phones, laptops,
and anything received in China - from
souvenirs to credential badges - were col-
lected and disposed of before boarding Air
Force One, knowing any item could be a se-
curity risk. If only we had that same dili-
gence here at home regarding the
security risk posed by Communist China.

China is not just an economic rival, but a
geopolitical adversary engaged in unre-
stricted warfare against the United States.
Yet President Trump appears to be reversing
course on his previous hawkish stance to-
ward China, raising alarm with national se-
curity experts. Trump has paused tariffs on
Chinese imports; reversed plans to impose
sanctions on China’s Ministry of State Se-
curity after the communist spy agency
hacked U.S. telecom networks; and allowed
communist China to purchase advanced Al-
powered microchips that could further its
military capabilities. Experts warn that this
sale of American-made chips “will severely
undercut national security,” allowing the
CCP to use this “powerful technology to de-
velop more advanced weaponry and cyber
warfare tactics.”

Recently, President Trump has been utiliz-
ing the carrot rather than the stick when it
comes to China, but that approach has never
worked. Since Richard Nixon, American
presidents have claimed that free trade with
China would cause the communist regime
to moderate their actions. Yet as Ben Sha-
piro writes: “China never stopped being
what it has always been: a communist sur-

veillance state with an appetite for repres-
sion at home and influence abroad. It is a
historically mass-murdering regime and a
government whose ambition is nothing less
than the destruction of America's global
dominance.”

President Trump is renown for his “Art of
the Deal,” but that may have met its match
with China’s art of the steal. At the summit,
Trump received pledges from China to buy
American oil, soybeans, and Boeing planes.
Yet China has a long history of making such
commitments, which they use for political
leverage, but then never following through.
China expert Gordon Chang warns: “For
decades, we Americans have thought China
would reciprocate our friendly gestures.
That approach, unfortunately, has only em-
boldened the worst elements in the Chinese
regime. The Chinese Communists interpret
attempts at accommodation as signs of
weakness, and then they press the advan-
tage with even more aggressive conduct.”

However, President Trump has demon-
strated an understanding of the threat China
poses to both our national and economic se-
curity. He has worked to reverse the terrible
policies of previous administrations — such
as the outsourcing of manufacturing or the
reliance upon China for pharmaceuticals,
which put not only livelihoods but the lives
of the American people at risk. Trump has
also sought to thwart China’s growing Chi-
nese influence in our hemisphere, such as in
Venezuela and Panama.

Yet recently, President Trump stated in an
interview with Sean Hannity that it's good
to have 500,000 foreign Chinese students in
the U.S. and for China to purchase U.S.
farmland. CCP-tied Chinese companies
have become the largest foreign buyer of
U.S. real estate, snatching up thousands of
acres of farmland — much of it near U.S.
military bases. And allowing half a million
Chinese students into the U.S. gives the
CCP an open door for potential espionage.
There are numerous examples of Chinese
nationals here on student visas who have
been caught spying on military installations,
smuggling bio-hazards into the U.S., or
stealing intellectual property. Yet Trump
said to Hannity that telling China, “‘I don’t
want any students’ is a very insulting thing
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to say to a country.” Should we be worried
about “insulting China” or protecting our
national security and intellectual property?

While certainly not every student is a spy,
China’s national intelligence law requires
that all Chinese citizens “support, assist, and
cooperate” with “national intelligence ef-
forts.” Frankly, the number of Chinese
spies is likely greater than we imagine.
Now deceased senator Diane Feinstein had
a longtime staff member who turned out to
be a Chinese spy; an aide to New York gov-
ernor Kathy Hochul was discovered to be a
Chinese spy; and disgraced congressman
Eric Swalwell was involved with a CCP
spy. Just in the last few weeks, Eileen
Wang, who immigrated from China 30
years ago and is now the mayor of Arcadia,
CA, was indicted as an agent for the CCP
and has since pled guilty. Her role was to
spread Chinese propaganda through U.S.
media, such as submitting pre-written ar-
ticles by her CCP handler to outlets like the
L.A. Times. Messages show that when her
handler praised her work, Wang replied,
“Thank you, leader.”

Interestingly, Arcadia has become a major
hub for China’s birth tourism and surrogacy
scheme. As FRC reports, “Chinese na-
tionals, including influential CCP officials,
are taking advantage of current U.S. law to
award their children ‘birthright citizenship,’
leading to a rapidly-growing birth tourism
and surrogacy industry. Over 500 Chinese
firms offer birth tourism programs so that
the children of Chinese nationals can attain
U.S. citizenship and, when they turn 18,
vote in U.S. elections and participate in and
influence U.S. politics.”

Communist China is playing the long game
in their quest to subvert America from
within. China looks past the administration
of one president as it systematically infil-
trates our industries, universities, the media,
and elected officials. As Ben Shapiro warns:
“The United States is still the most powerful
country on Earth, but power is not per-
manent. It must be defended and strategi-
cally deployed. China is not a competitor
playing by the rules of commerce and diplo-
macy. It is an adversary playing for dom-
inance.”
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Can we say All Lives Matter now?

By Chris Johnson

“I can’t breathe.”
words by George Floyd ignited an inter-
national firestorm. Protests spread to over
60 countries and more than 2,000 cities
worldwide, in spite of social distancing reg-
ulations due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Six years ago, those

The African Union used the opportunity to
condemn the United States’ supposed dis-
crimination and mistreatment of African
Americans. The incident drew criticism
from leaders of the European Union, Argen-
tina, China, and Iran. The European Union
Human Rights Council passed Resolution
43/1, which required a report on global mis-
treatment of black people by police and re-
sulted in the establishment of an
independent body which tracks “racial jus-
tice and equality” worldwide.

Even Pope Francis took the opportunity to
score DEI points by calling for an end to
racism and exclusion. All of this because of
one white police officer’s use of a contro-
versial submission maneuver on a
drug-addled black criminal with a history of
violence which ended in the criminal’s
death.

And that was just the international response.
Here in the States, Black Lives Matter pro-
tests caused billions of dollars of damage to
local communities across the US and
launched a movement to “Defund the Po-
lice,” putting law enforcement officers on
edge about enforcing laws against black
criminals, and resulting in less safety for the
officers and the communities they protect.

The slogan, Black Lives Matter, became a
tactic to gatekeep advancement in society.
Unwillingness to cosign that movement,
along with all it’s Marxist roots and fraud-
ulent use of the billions of dollars it took in,
signified that you were “racist,” a “white su-
premacist,” and generally a garbage human

being.

The only thing worse than refusing to repeat
the “Black Lives Matter” mantra was to
amend the phrase to encapsulate a// lives.
Replacing a “Black Lives Matter” sign with
an “All Lives Matter” sign in
Facebook/Meta offices drew the criticism
of CEO Mark Zuckerberg, who called it
“malicious.” Wal-mart pulled merchandise
reading “All Lives Matter” in response to
customer backlash. Sports broadcaster
Grant Napear, High School Principal Tif-
fany Riley, Realtor David Beaudin, and
others lost their jobs for these controversial
words. And why? Because it took the spot-
light off the “unique” mistreatment of Afri-
can Americans and thus, it was deemed
racist to insist that “All Lives Matter.”

No one suffers injustice at the hands of the
police like black people, except maybe im-
migrants now that ICE is doing its job, so
to mention others is to devalue the mistreat-
ment of the black community by law en-
forcement.

The dying words of George Floyd, “I can’t
breathe,” became a rallying cry for a global
movement to hold police accountable for
their supposed endemic mistreatment and
targeting of black people.

Any review of actual crime and law en-
forcement statistics immediately pours
water on this narrative, but a widely cir-
culated narrative runs circles around a
bunch of boring numbers.

This is probably why the story of Henry
Nowak has not been widely circulated. Like
George Floyd, Henry Nowak’s last words
were, “I can’t breathe.” Like George Floyd,
he died as he was being arrested by the po-
lice. Unlike George Floyd, who had a po-
tentially fatal amount of fentanyl in his
blood along with a notable dose of meth-
amphetamine combined with severe heart
issues, Nowak probably died because of
how he was treated by the police.

In spite of having been stabbed four times,
when police arrived to his crime scene, they
handcuffed and arrested the young Mr.
Nowak, who subsequently drowned in his
own blood.

Unlike George Floyd, who had been trying
to pass a counterfeit $20 bill prior to his ar-
rest, Nowak was celebrating the end of his
semester at the University of South Hamp-
ton. He had had a drink that night, but was
not drunk. He could have legally driven
with the minimal amount of alcohol in his
blood. Videos he’d sent to his friends in the
minutes before he was attacked showed
himself singing, joking, and saying silly
things like “Hello, car!”

His last video shows his encounter with a
man openly carrying a large knife with an
8-inch blade — a crime in England. Henry
jokingly calls the carrier, “a bad man.” The
man, an Indian immigrant to the United
Kingdom named Vikrum Digwa, responds,
“l am a bad man.”

When the police arrived to the scene of the
ensuing assault, however, it was the bleed-
ing man whom they arrested, in spite of his
obvious wounds and a blood trail which in-
dicated he’d been trying to escape, because
Digwa accused him of racial abuse and as-
sault and being drunk.

This young college student died because the
officers responding to the scene were more
concerned for the feelings of the obviously
physically healthy minority than they were
for the life of a bleeding out white boy who
allegedly drunkenly called him names.

This is the opposite of what the inter-
national backlash to George Floyd’s death
would teach us to expect. In fact, if the
premise of BLM’s whole existence were
correct, the unjust death of an innocent
white kid at the hands of the police would
have received an outraged response.

This happened last December. There have
been zero protests; zero reports in inter-
national mainstream media; zero condem-
nation from the UN or the Pope. What does
this show us about how the lives of the
native white citizens of Western nations are
valued compared to those of minorities?

After Floyd’s death, Black Lives Matter be-
came a rallying cry for supposedly op-
pressed minorities. While White Lives
Matter would certainly be viewed as hate
speech to this society, can we at least say
“All Lives Matter” now?



