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“... the truth shall make
you free.” John 8:32

“When in the Course of
human events it becomes
necessary for one people
to dissolve the political
bands which have con-
nected them with another
and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the
separate and equal sta-
tion to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's
God entitle them, a de-
cent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind requires
that they should declare
the causes which impel
them to the separation.

“We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all
men_are created equal,
that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness. — That to se-
cure these rights, Govern-

ments __are __instituted
among Men, deriving
their just powers from the
consent of the governed,
— That whenever any
Form of Government be-
comes destructive of these
ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abol-
ish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its
foundation on such prin-
ciples and organizing its
powers in such form, as
to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness.”

Many know the above as
the opening to one of the
grandest documents
penned by man — The
Declaration of Independ-
ence. Of course, the Bible
is the greatest document
ever penned, but that is
“penned” by God.

One would be surprised
at how far many on the
Left, and on the Right,
have stepped away from
these “self-evident”
truths, truths that had
made America great and
truths that make most
sense when one ap-
proaches them from the
context of Scripture. As
we step away from such

“self-evident” truths, we
step away from what
made America “Amer-
ica.” There is no arguing
that we aren’t what we
once were, that we have
morphed into a creature —
a Frankenstein’s monster,
if you will — as we’ve at-
tempted to mix “self-ev-
ident” truths with other
“body parts” of com-
munism, hedonism, Is-
lamism, and the list goes
on. Various parts sewn to-
gether does not one body
make; there must be that
which holds them to-
gether, one underlying
belief which identifies
them as one — much like
Teddy Roosevelt’s state-
ment that there is no such
thing as a “hyphenated
American.” It’s the core
values of the Declaration
of Independence and the
laws of our Constitution
and the “American spirit”
for freedom and liberty
and love for our fellow-
man that makes America
“America.”

Why do I opine on our
history and the Declara-
tion of Independence? It’s
my hope that it will stir
our minds to think on
something even greater
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And ye shall -
know the truth,e L

and the truth
shall make you free.

than our nation and its
amazing documents of
freedom. 1 want our
minds drawn to another
Truth which “should de-
clare the causes which
impel [us] to the sep-
aration.” This truth is a
truth that sets men free in
a spiritual sense and im-
pels us to separate from
the world and its system
of thinking, separate us
from its priorities, its de-
sires, and from the dark-
ness of sin. Jesus said,
“And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” (Jn. 8:32)
It’s coming to the knowl-
edge of the truth by per-
sonally experiencing
God’s grace in our heart
that sets us free. Sadly,
even as our nation has
walked away from, rede-
fined, and in some points
denied these “self-ev-
ident”  truths  which
formed our nation, the
church has done likewise
with the truth that “shall
make us free,” often cre-
ating its own form of
Frankenstein’s monster as
described above. Jesus is
the Head of the church
and we are called to have

the mind of Christ (Phil.
2:5; 1 Co. 2:16); any
other mind is not fitting
for the body of Christ —
the church.

Let’s see what this truth is
that “shall make you
free;” context is king!

In John 8:23, Jesus de-
clares that He “is from
above...not of this
world.” He is divine, the
only begotten Son of
God. In verse 24, Jesus
warns that “if ye believe
not that [ am he, ye shall
die in your sins.” There
is no other way of salva-
tion, but belief upon Jesus
as the only atonement for
sin; any other path will
lead to destruction. In
verse 26, our Lord pro-
claims: “he that sent me is
true; and I speak to the
world those things which
I have heard of him.”
Such words would in-
clude words of judgment
regarding the “Franken-
stein’s monster” they had
made of the church: turn-
ing the Father’s house
from a house of prayer
into a den of thieves, as
one example. There
would also be “The
Lord’s Prayer,” “The Be-
atitudes,” and the gener-
alized listing given in
Titus 2:12. “Teaching us
that, denying ungodliness

and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in this
present world.” Verse 28
teaches us that Jesus did
as well as said whatever
the Father commanded.
Obedience was important
for Jesus and it must be
important for us as well.
After all, in the next verse
we learn the truth that the
Father was with Him, just
as we’ve been promised
that He will be with us.
Finally, we come to verse
31, drawing all the pre-
vious truths together; it
was spoken to those Jews
who believed: “IF ye
continue in my word,
THEN are ye my dis-
ciples indeed.” In so
doing, “ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” (v. 32)

This packaged truth is all
about Jesus; it informs,
encourages, assures, and
is beneficial for every be-
liever of every age. If we
can have one mind on this
truth — which is the mind
of Christ — the Church
will stand on one Founda-
tion, will be united with
each other across denom-
inational titles, and will
be one — as prayed for by
Christ  (Jn. 17:23),
thereby turning the world
upside down, again.
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