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“For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things 
done in his body, accord-
ing to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or 
bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10) 
 
Ten-year-old Bobby came 
running into the house, 
tears streaming down his 
face declaring, “This is 
the very worst day ever!” 
His mother, used to such 
boyish declarations, 
asked what calamity had 
brought “the end of the 
world” this time. Bobby 
explained, “I’ve been 
looking forward to the big 
game all week, but the 
rainstorm has ruined ev-
erything!” 
 
Mother’s reply brought 
perspective to her young 
son, “You know, Bobby, I 
just got off the phone 
with Farmer Tanner’s 
wife. She was praising 

God for this much needed 
rain; the crops were in 
desperate need and they 
were about to lose every-
thing they’d worked so 
hard for. She claimed this 
to be one of the best days 
ever!” 
 
As with many things, it’s 
a matter of perspective – 
even in tragedy. Perhaps 
your loved one unex-
pectedly dies in an acci-
dent; it’s a horrible day. 
Yet if that loved one is an 
organ donor, it’s the best 
day for those who would 
die without that much 
needed heart, kidney, or 
another organ graciously 
donated to them. Your 
worst day is their best 
day; it’s hinged on the 
same circumstance, but 
it’s a matter of perspec-
tive, which side of the 
door one is standing on. 
 
In a very real sense, that’s 
what Good Friday and 
Resurrection Sunday are 
all about: Perspective. 
 
Let’s start with Good Fri-
day. I remember one of 
my children asking me, 
“Dad, if that’s the day 
Jesus died, why do we 
call it good?” That’s a 

good question. How can 
we call Jesus being ar-
rested in the middle of the 
night, put through a series 
of rigged trials, beaten 
beyond recognition, and 
nailed to a cross until 
dead while being scoffed 
at and ridiculed, good? 
 
What happened to our 
Lord wasn’t “Good” in a 
moral or pleasant sense; it 
traditionally means holy 
or sacred. But where per-
spective is concerned, it 
was Jesus’ worst day (as a 
man): “My God, my God, 
why have You forsaken 
me?” For all of mankind, 
it was the best day: 
Christ’s suffering and 
death made forgiveness, 
atonement with God, and 
salvation possible. The 
prophet Isaiah spoke 
plainly of this perspec-
tive: “But he was 
wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are 
healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)  
 
The Apostle Paul brought 
the stark contrast of this 
perspective to light in 2 
Corinthians 5:21. “For he  
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hath made him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in 
him.” However, we must 
never forget that Jesus did 
this willingly for us: 
“Looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our 
faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him en-
dured the cross. …” (Heb. 
12:2)  
 
Good Friday and Resur-
rection Sunday are insep-
arable. Jesus’ death upon 
the cross paid the debt 
that we could not pay; the 
resurrection confirmed 
the acceptance of pay-
ment. “Who was delivered 
for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justi-
fication.” (Rom. 4:25) 
What was good news (the 
best day) for man, was the 
worst day for the devil 
and his minions – 
“Wherefore he saith, 
When he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity cap-
tive, and gave gifts unto 
men.” (Eph. 4:8) 
 
Puritan Thomas Watson 
writes of last things:  
“‘Don't be so surprised! 

Indeed, the time is com-
ing when all the dead in 
their graves will hear the 
voice of God's Son, and 
they will rise again. 
Those who have done 
good will rise to eternal 
life, and those who have 
continued in evil will rise 
to judgment.’ John 5:28-
29” … 
 
“Why must there be a day 
of judgment? That there 
may be a day of retribu-
tion—in which God may 
render to everyone ac-
cording to his work. 
Things seem to be done 
very unequally in the 
world: the wicked to 
prosper—as if they were 
rewarded for doing evil; 
and the godly to suffer—
as if they were punished 
for being good. There-
fore, for vindicating the 
justice of God, there must 
be a day wherein there 
shall be a righteous dis-
tribution of punishments 
and rewards to men, ac-
cording to their actions.” 
… 
 
“It is dreadful news to the 
wicked, that they shall 
‘not stand in judgment,’ 
that they shall come to 
judgment—but shall not 
stand in judgment; they 
shall not stand acquitted, 
they shall not stand with 
boldness—but sneak and 

hang down their heads, 
and not be able to look 
their judge in the face. 
But it is great consolation 
to the godly. When the 
apostle had said, ‘The 
Lord shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archan-
gel, and the trumpet of 
God,’ he presently adds, 
‘Therefore comfort one 
another with these 
words.’” 
 
There IS coming a day 
for each one of us that 
will truly be our very best 
day or our very worst day, 
but it won’t be a matter of 
perspective; it will be a 
matter of position. 
Whether it is your very 
best or very worst day 
will depend on what you 
have done with the sac-
rifice of Christ on Good 
Friday and if you have 
been “resurrected with 
Him (Jesus).” If it is your 
best day ever, you will 
hear: “Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation 
of the world.” (Matt. 
25:34) If it is your very 
worst day ever the fol-
lowing words will ring in 
your ears, tormenting you 
for all eternity: “Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire.” (Matt. 
25:41) 
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