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As we close out another year, we stand 
committed to the calling that God has given 
us to speak, write, host conferences, pro-
duce bulletin inserts, send email alerts, in-
terview warriors in the faith and/or special 
persons who have testimonies of their new 
lives in Christ, etc. 

We will not soon forget the great opportu-
nity we had to celebrate our 40th anniversary 
on July 11th with a core of friends, family, 
and supporters of this ministry.  Having the 
opportunity to share a few moments with 
Kenny and Donna Williams from St. Gene-
vieve, Missouri and remembering with 
them our years of Christian activism as we 
fought under the banner of the American 
Family Association; telling of the days of 
drawing widespread national attention as 
we drove Howard Stern off the national ter-
restrial airwaves; and giving thanks for our 
faithful volunteers who assist us by stuffing 
newsletters month after month around the 
ADA tables.  All of this in the context of 
being able to see friends who we hadn’t 
seen for years and/or had never met, but 
now finally had the opportunity to meet, 
face to face, and see a caring, kindred spirit! 

Please know that one of the great marvels 
and mysteries in serving in this faith-based 
ministry is the power of God to make con-
nections, to draw people together by news-
letter, email, podcast, telephone call, text 
message.  And, that new relationships de-
velop month to month, year to year, and 
sometimes over the course of decades.   

I say to those who are near or far away, who 
support us occasionally or faithfully, whom 
we have never met face to face and may 
never have that opportunity this side of 
Heaven, God bless you.  We count you a 
friend!  

God made this ministry possible and called 
our staff into ministry one by one!   We hold 
it carefully in our hands, realizing that it is 
His work.  He has made it clear so long ago 
through victories, defeats, His faithful sup-
port of this work, His furnishing us – debt 
free – with a church building in which to do 
our ministry outreach, and by continuing to 
unite us together as a staff.  By His grace, 
He keeps us strong in spirit and in truth, uni-
ting us with people like you who see the 
Lord’s hand in what He has called us to be 
and to do! 

The blessing, and, yes, the privilege of 
being enabled and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit and you who believe in us to do this 
work, bolsters our assurance of God’s lead-
ing and enablement.  Just as we sense He is 
doing with our humble podcast as we inter-
view new and old friends, hearing of their 
heart cries, their calling, their perspectives, 
their counsel – and being able to share it 
with you and others.  It is as our friend 
Stephen Black says: “Bill, it only takes one 
person who is helped to make it worth-
while.”  Our hearts and minds agree with 
that.   

In the immediate days ahead, as one  
 

example, we will be interviewing and re-
ceiving important insight from Judd Saul, 
who has been engaged in one of the major 
trouble spots in the world – Nigeria - where 
Christians by the thousands have been 
persecuted.    

We, too, are called to stand therefore!   

In the recent podcast that I did with Elisa-
beth Sabaditsch-Wolff I was greatly blessed 
by her gracious calling out for believers to 
stand.  In my time interviewing her and in 
reading her book, I recognized that we have 
a newfound friend.   She is endued with a 
love of her people and all peoples of the 
world, as she was pulled into a battle that 
she wasn’t looking to fight, but stepped into 
anyway! 

God’s truth is marching on!   We have the 
same charge – to step into the fight!  We are 
in a spiritual battle of great significance.  

As we close out our year, with deep grat-
itude for all you have done – some of you 
for many years – we know our most con-
cerning battles yet lie ahead.  We are sens-
ing God’s call into new battles that need our 
attention.  Please help us by praying for us 
and strengthening us through financial sup-
port - as we seek to understand the times in 
order to know what to do.  We’ll pray for 
you, too, and trust, by God’s grace, that our 
work will be a blessing to you as we grow 
stronger in faith and service. 
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My early calling came in 1985 when I first 
saw a copy of the NFD Journal from Rev. 
Donald E. Wildmon (later the AFA Journal).  
It was very “plain jane” at the time.  No pic-
tures, full of text - yet full of heart and soul 
and Gospel action. I read it with great inter-
est as it was targeting advertisers who spon-
sored television programming that was 
excessive in sex, violence, and/or profanity.  
Wildmon had his own personal column and 
it spoke with righteous authenticity. 

I was in my fifteenth year of teaching ele-
mentary-aged children in the public 
schools.  I was also the parent at that time 
of three young children.  I had seen the shift 
in programming on television.  As a 
younger man of 39 years of age, I didn’t like 
what was happening.  I knew the power of 
godless images, messages, and themes.  I 
had been a Christian since 1970, and, had a 
concern for what I knew would be a very 
negative impact upon my children and 
yours!  And I had seen over these years, 
having moved a few times and thereby hav-
ing been in several different church denom-
inations, that churches said next to nothing 
in regard to guarding your hearts, souls, 
minds, ears and eyes).  But, what to do? 

My heart was stirred with spiritual outrage, 
a strong sense of wanting to do something 
about it, and the rest is history!  A Christian 
activist was born - called out.  I didn’t think 
of it at the time, but I became a watchman 
on the wall in those early years while still 
finishing out my teaching career. I had ex-
perience with public school issues, princi-
pals, school boards, superintendents, 
Michigan public school associations and, 
most importantly, children!   

I became the leader of a local Citizens 
Against Pornography organization with a 
small core of righteous Christians who 
showed they truly cared, prayed, and stood 

with me as we had success driving out por-
nographic magazines and videos right away 
in those early years.  Then, with that suc-
cess, the AFA called me and I met with Don 
Wildmon at AFA headquarters in Tupelo, 
MS.  By God’s grace, we saw multiple vic-
tories in those early years of going against 
the tide: from leading the way in Michigan 
to pass anti-obscenity legislation after sev-
eral years of laboring, to working closely 
with the Wayne County Prosecutors (De-
troit) that resulted in a longtime sex shop 
being turned into dust in a major plea bar-
gain victory in Inkster.  So much more 
could be said and I have stacks of articles 
and news clips documenting years of our 
watchdog calling.  We showcased a small 
portion of it at our 40th anniversary on July 
11 in Fremont. What a great time of sharing 
and fellowship with a core of you who have 
helped make and keep this ministry going 
over these years.  See:  https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=KUjJjUoX4Z4 

In 2012, Lisa, Jan and I went to the Value 
Voters Summit gathering in Washington, 
DC.  We heard Frank Gaffney speak in a 
breakout session regarding the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the insidious nature of Islam, 
and its spreading throughout Europe and 
creeping into America!  We were shocked 
and concerned at the new devices of Satan, 
using Islam to erode the U.S. Constitution 
and the Christian worldview.   

By faith, within months we organized our 
own briefing, having two powerful au-
thorities bring this troubling and vital infor-
mation to the Grand Rapids area:  Frank 
Gaffney, then head of the Center for Secu-
rity Policy and Professor William Wagner, 
founder and head of Salt and Light Global 
out of Lansing, MI.  Nearly two hundred 
people turned out on that fall Saturday 
morning.  People were shocked to see from 
the documentation that the George W. Bush 
administration was complicit in indoctrinat-
ing Americans into believing that Islam was 
a peaceful religion, showing leading Islamic 
individuals who were appointed to influen-
tial posts within his administration. The af-
firmation and thanks that we received 
following that event were some of the most 
personal we had ever experienced.  Based 
upon the continued warnings that we were 
receiving with your support (and people like 

you) we brought in other noted authorities 
such as:  Major Stephen C. Coughlin 
(former Joint Chiefs of Staff Intelligence 
analyst) Philip Haney (former national se-
curity official with the Department of 
Homeland Security), Trevor Loudon, 
former State Rep. Dave Agema, and Jim 
Simpson.  On more than one occasion we 
brought Philip Haney into Michigan (at one 
time for a month) and we scheduled him 
throughout Michigan to educate, challenge, 
and warn numbers of people across the 
state.  Kamal Saleem (who received the en-
dorsement of General Jerry Boykin), also 
was scheduled for a month, traveling 
throughout the state. 

Most importantly, people need the Lord, but 
they also need to be educated as to the 
threats to their communities, as just recently 
in Ferndale the FBI arrested eight defen-
dants from three states, including two juve-
niles, who were plotting a terrorist attack in 
metro Detroit.  One allegedly offered to 
carry out beheadings with talk about com-
mitting a Boston bomb attack. The thwarted 
attack was motivated by ISIS ideology.  
This comes on the heels of the highly con-
tentious concerns regarding the election of 
Muslim mayor Zohran Mamdani, who 
trumpets his affiliation with the Democratic 
Socialists party. 

With the rising tide of radical Islam in Dear-
born and in different parts of the U.S., we 
are in discussions with Elizabeth Saba-
ditsch-Wolff to speak in different parts of 
Michigan in March.  She is an Austrian 
woman who is known for calling out Is-
lamic ideology.  For that she was charged in 
the highest courts in Europe with blasphem-
ing Islam – and lost.  Elizabeth is an inter-
national treasure exemplified by her nine 
years of fighting for freedom.  In her own 
country, she has been berated.  She nearly 
begs to come to America to bring her warn-
ing to Americans.  Join with us as, by God’s 
grace, we intend to find locations for her to 
sound the alarm of warning for freedom.   

Please pray for us as we seek to host Elisa-
beth Sabaditsch-Wolff, so that we can 
strengthen those who yet have ears to hear.  
Amen!  God bless you each one. 
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During the government shutdown, the focus 
upon SNAP benefits (formerly called food 
stamps) revealed what happens when the 
Church abdicates its responsibility to care 
for the poor, the widow, the needy - and in-
stead allows the government to usurp that 
duty.  The result has been a massive welfare 
program, rife with fraud, upon which a 
whopping 42 million Americans have be-
come dependent.   

SNAP, which stands for Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program, is neither sup-
plemental nor nutritional.  Millions of 
Americans rely solely on the government to 
provide their daily bread.  Or rather, their 
daily soda.  The number one item bought 
with food stamps is soft drinks with bagged 
snacks (i.e. junk food) number four on the 
list of top items purchased with SNAP 
benefits. (Bread is number six.)  A family of 
four can receive $975 a month in SNAP 
benefits which equates to $11,700 a year in 
“free” food, paid for by taxpayers. 

And then there’s the stunning amount of 
fraud that the Trump administration is now 
exposing.  U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke Rollins, who oversees SNAP, re-
ported that half a million people are getting 
double SNAP benefits and 186,000 dead 
people are still receiving benefits – most 
likely the deceased person’s family 
members are fraudulently receiving them.  
And these statistics are from only 29 states; 
the other 21 Democrat-controlled states 
have refused to provide SNAP recipient 
data to the federal government, which the 
USDA requested. The only reason why 
these states would refuse to comply is that 
they’re covering up massive fraud. Rollins 
stated that SNAP is one of the “most cor-
rupt, dysfunctional programs” in U.S. his-
tory, adding that 80% of people on SNAP 
are able to work.   Thankfully, the Trump 
administration is bringing much-needed ref-
ormation to this boondoggle.  Now, all able-

bodied adults (without dependents under the 
age of 14), will need to prove they are work-
ing at least 80 hours a month or are pursuing 
an education/training program to continue 
to qualify for SNAP. Rollins also just an-
nounced that every SNAP recipient will be 
required to reapply for benefits to ensure 
that assistance is going only to those who 
truly need it. 

Obviously, there are many who are strug-
gling to put food on the table and we are 
called to give a helping hand.  “If anyone 
has material possessions and sees his 
brother in need but has no pity on him, 
how can the love of God be in him? Dear 
children, let us not love with words or 
tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 
John 3:17-18   

And the truth is, when tens of millions look 
to the government to buy their food, it 
creates generational poverty and a mindset 
that the government is our caretaker.  Wel-
fare was originally intended to be a tempo-
rary assist to lift people out of poverty, but 
it’s become a way of life for millions.  What 
once was a safety net, has become a ham-
mock.  As welfare programs have grown, 
poverty, especially in urban areas, has be-
come worse instead of better, leading to an 
entrenchment of government dependence 
and permanent entitlements.  As conserva-
tive commentator Larry Elder put it, 
“People need help. But no questions asked 
government provided welfare induces gov-
ernment incentivized sloth.” 
Indeed, Congressional Budget Office statis-
tics show that in 1979, Americans living in 
poverty earned 60% of their income from 
work. In 2021, the share had fallen to 25%.  
Low income, able-bodied Americans are in-
creasingly living off from government 
handouts instead of paychecks.  Yet a job is 
the best anti-poverty program there is.  Only 
2.5% of Americans who work full-time fell 
below the poverty level, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

The explosion of the welfare state which 
disincentivizes able-bodied Americans from 
working, reveals how our nation has drifted 
from a Biblical worldview.  God created us 
to work and for that work to provide for our 
daily needs. Work is not a part of the curse; 

it’s a creation mandate given to Adam and 
Eve before the Fall.  That’s why requiring 
able-bodied adults to work or lose govern-
ment assistance makes sense to most 
people.  The ethic of work is intrinsic to our 
nature.  Work is meaningful and leads to 
human flourishing.  The opposite is true 
when we violate this principle which our 
Creator has instilled within us.  God’s Word 
condemns laziness and honors labor, as II 
Thessalonians 3:10 makes clear: “If anyone 
is not willing to work, let him not eat.” This 
in not simply an economic issue.  When 
millions of people are not meaningfully 
contributing to society, learning the dignity 
of work, the sense of accomplishment of a 
task well done, and the biblical principle be-
tween work and wages (Luke 10:7), it ad-
versely impacts their individual moral 
formation, which impacts our nation as a 
whole. 

In addition, welfare dependency has been a 
major contributor to the breakdown of the 
family as it disincentivizes marriage.  For 
many single mothers, the state has become 
the family’s provider, yet it’s keeping them 
in poverty and the cycle repeats generation 
after generation. According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, married-couple families have 
the lowest poverty rate at 5.2% and families 
led by a single mother have the highest at 
23.6%.  Even in married families where 
only one spouse works, single mother fam-
ilies were three times more likely to live in 
poverty.   As Ben Johnson from the Family 
Research Council states: “Can it be a co-
incidence that the number of married 
households in America has fallen from 71% 
in 1971 to 47% in 2022? When mothers and 
fathers cannot take their place in God’s 
order, and children lack the example of a 
working father, society sets young people up 
for a life of government dependence and 
wasted potential.” 

Christians need to fill the role that govern-
ment can’t – pointing to God’s design for 
true human welfare and mentoring those 
caught in the cycle of poverty and govern-
ment dependency, remembering Christ’s 
words: “As you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.”  

A secular government can give bread, but 
we can give the Bread of Life.   
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When a Safety Net Becomes a Hammock
By Lisa Van Houten
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Last month we wrote about the genocide no 
one is talking about in Nigeria – the target-
ing of Christians and their churches by 
Muslim Jihadis.  Evidently, the right people 
did start to talk about it, because within 
days, President Trump had reclassified Nig-
eria as a Country of Particular Concern 
(CPC). The Biden administration had re-
moved the CPC classification in December 
of Biden’s first year in office. Their claim 
was that the violence wasn’t religious perse-
cution; it was because of climate change.  

Besides the reclassification, Trump also per-
sonally and publicly charged Secretary of 
Defense/War Pete Hegseth with preparing 
to intervene on Nigerian Christians’ behalf 
militarily. 

This threat of military action might be espe-
cially meaningful to abductees awaiting res-
cue like Leah Sharibu, “the face of Christian 
persecution in Nigeria,” who has been held 
captive by ISWAP since February, 2018. 
Leah was abducted along with 110 other 
girls when terrorists attacked the Govern-
ment Girls Science and Technical School in 
Dapchi, Yobe State, Nigeria. Five girls were 
killed in that raid and 104 were later re-
turned. Only Leah remains in captivity, be-
cause she alone refused to go along with the 
forced conversion ISWAP demanded of 
their captors. Leah has had 2 children in her 
time in captivity and has still not suc-
cumbed to forced conversion. 

As of August of this year, about 7,800 Nig-
erian Christians have been abducted by ter-
rorists like ISWAP and Boko Haram, while 
over 7,000 have been murdered. An esti-
mated 19,000 churches have been burned 
and up to 125,000 Christians have been 
killed since 2009. 

Join us in encouraging the White House to 
keep the pressure on the Nigerian govern-
ment to protect their Christian citizens by 
signing the enclosed card and sending it to 
the president – and keep praying for Leah 
Sharibu and all the Nigerian Christians!   

 
One phrase we used to hear quite often a 
decade ago, when acceptance of homosex-
ual marriage was more openly debated is, 
“the right side of history.” The idea was 
that, just like civilized humanity had come 
to universally accept that slavery is abom-
inable, we would also get to a point where 
“discriminating” against homosexual cou-
ples would be recognized as barbaric and 
uncouth. 

Accepting the pseudoscientific decree that 
some people are just “born that way” would 
put you on the “right side of history,” and 
questioning the morality of the gay lifestyle 
as network television glamorously por-
trayed it, would put you on the “wrong side 
of history.”  The debate was bypassed by 
proclaiming the conclusion inevitable. 

But that conclusion was never inevitable, 
and “history” seems to be waffling on the 
issue of gender and sexuality. The most re-
cent studies, in fact, show that public ap-
proval of and participation in sexual 
deviance is on the decline. 

According to a study by Professor Eric 
Kaufman, “The transgender share among 
university students peaked in 2023 and has 
almost halved since, from nearly 7 percent 
to under 4 percent” and “The share of stu-
dents identifying as not heterosexual fell by 
around 10 points in the same period.” In an 
article discussing his findings, he compared 
his research to two other studies which re-
vealed similar results. 

Approval of gay marriage is also on the de-
cline, with one October 2025 poll revealing 
a 16-point drop from its 71% peak in 2022 
– steadily declining for 3 years straight. A 
May 2025 reveals only a 3% drop, but does 
show a 14% decline in the GOP and erosion 
of support among 18–34-year-olds. 

All this goes to show that societal accept-
ance is reversible and not a forgone conclu-
sion. As we see support for the LGBTQ 
issue waver among young people who have 

grown up having it shoved down their 
throats and many of whom have friends 
whose lives have been ruined by “affirm-
ing” adults, it is easy to contrast the misery 
that lifestyle produces with the perfect de-
sign of God. 

Even the International Olympic Committee 
is being forced to confront this reality. “The 
International Olympic Committee is set to 
ban men who identify as women from all fe-
male Olympic sporting events…” as Breit-
bart reports, “The likely announcement 
comes on the heels of an IOC scientific 
study of the physical advantages that trans-
gender women have over natural-born 
women, the paper’s sources say.” 

After a decade of spending billions of dol-
lars ruining millions of lives, society is be-
ginning to reach the conclusion that men 
and women are different. 

Besides Scripture, the best arguments for 
God’s design are real-life examples of self-
less love that it results in with God’s bless-
ing. One such example comes from 
comedian and former late-night host Jay 
Leno. Leno is currently caring for his wife 
of 45 years as she struggles with dementia. 
“My wife’s got some problems, so it’s just 
her and I. But it’s always been her and I for 
the last 45 years anyway, so it’s fine,” Jay 
said. “I enjoy taking care of her. It’s fun… I 
enjoy being her rock….”  

Jay said in a 2024 interview that it was the 
couple’s “strong Christian faith” which got 
them through such hardships. 

The selfish sexual pursuits rationalized by 
LGBTQ ideology will never be as fulfilling 
as that kind of self-sacrificial love. May 
Americans once again see God’s handiwork 
when they look in the mirror, and trust His 
plan for His creation. 
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There’s an oppressive darkness that is 
creeping across the globe; in some areas it’s 
become very dark and stifling. In these 
areas, the light of freedom is all but being 
snuffed out and Christian influence is 
brought under vicious attack. (A few exam-
ples we’ve recently reported on: Great Bri-
tain, Europe, and Nigeria.) Turkish 
President Erdogan’s policies and strategies 
continue to suggest his alignment with pan-
Islamic and neo-Ottoman caliphate am-
bitions.  
 
In other areas, like America, only those who 
have eyes to see the “writing on the wall” 
and ears to hear those watchmen on the wall 
(like Frank Gaffney and Sen. Tuberville), 
who clearly shout the warning of extreme 
Sharia adherents and the civilizational jihad 
they are waging, are aware of the darkness 
which is striving to overshadow our 
founder’s “city on a hill.”  
 
We must learn from and respond appropri-
ately to Jihadism, but that can only be done 
if we recognize jihad (holy war) for what it 
is and see its seriousness. That begins by 
seeing that Islam is not a religion but a po-
litical ideology with aspirations of control-
ling every area and each person, bringing 
them under the oppressive submission of 
Sharia. Let’s look at just a few of the most 
recent moves of jihad: 
 
RAIR reports: CAIR founder, Nihad Awad, 
delivered an action plan “directing U.S. 
mosques to fund and produce 100,000 Mus-
lim journalists, lawyers, policymakers, and 
candidates by 2050 in order to build Islamic 
political power inside America.” It’s un-
likely that Mr. Awad included in his number 
those already holding positions of in-
fluence: congressmen, mayors, schoolboard 
members, etc. 
 
Jewishonliner.org warns: “As Secretary of 

State Marco Rubio moves forward with 
plans to designate the Muslim Brotherhood 
as a foreign terrorist organization, a Jewish 
Onliner investigation reveals that a trust 
linked to the Brotherhood holds titles to at 
least 400 mosques and Islamic institutions 
across America—a significant proportion 
of all Islamic facilities nationwide.” 
 
In a Jihad Watch article, we are warned that 
Mamdani’s election “would normalize, in-
side the American system itself, the merger 
of Islam and Marxism as a legitimate gov-
erning force.” Islam expert, Robert Spencer 
states: “Mamdani represents ‘a fusion of 
two totalitarian ideologies – Marxism and 
Islam – each using terror, fear, and class 
warfare to impose an earthly utopia by 
force.’” Prior to the election, Spencer 
warned, “If he wins, it will not stop at New 
York – it will spread across America.” A po-
litical jihad has been and is well underway. 
 
What’s the answer; how do we effectively 
fight Sharia extremism? Let’s recognize 
that there are two arms with which the 
American body must fight: Political and 
Ecclesiastical; each has their place and 
function and both must work from a po-
sition of intolerance due to exclusivity. 
We’ve been told by the left that intolerance 
is a bad thing; that’s an untruth which has 
been used to hamstring truth. As Matt Walsh 
said regarding Islam: “You know what, I’m 
not even going to tolerate this. I am actively 
opposed to this. I think it’s bad. I don’t want 
it in my community, and I don’t want it in 
my country. We need to be intolerant. Intol-
erance is a virtue. Intolerance is good, in-
tolerance is holy, intolerance is Christian, 
intolerance is moral and courageous.” Me-
diaite.com states that Walsh “added intol-
erance is ‘loving’ to your family, country, 
and way of life in America.” 
 
Why fight? It’s the battle for the soul of our 
nation and, more importantly, it’s a battle 
for souls. 
 
Politically: Two and a half centuries ago, 
fifty-five men met at Philadelphia to draw 
up a constitution for the United States of 
America; it is the exclusive law of the land 
and we should be intolerant of any law 
which attempts to supersede or compromise 

it in any way. Those in our military, ex-
ecutive, legislative, and judicial branches, 
as well as other public servants and office-
holders take an oath to support and defend 
the Constitution of the United States against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic (or some 
variation of that).  
 
Those who adhere to one or more ideologies 
that require the destruction of our constitu-
tional Republic shouldn’t be allowed to 
faithlessly swear such an oath. Proposed 
laws and programs which run contrary to 
the U.S. Constitution must not be allowed; 
those who intend to pass them should be 
dealt with in accordance to the laws already 
set in place as a means of protecting our re-
public from those who would erode its 
foundations or destroy it.  
 
Ecclesiastically: We who are Christians be-
lieve in the exclusivity of Christ and must 
be intolerant of any other gospel. Many 
Muslims are good people, but they are de-
ceived and we are to share the love of Jesus 
with them. We are to speak truth against the 
deceptions that are so prevalent around us 
– shining the light of God’s Word on to the 
path which they are traveling. We pray-
erfully do so with grace and truth, motivated 
by love for God and for our fellowman. 
Paul commissions us to “Preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.” 
 
“The only safe and sure way to destroy an 
enemy is to make him your friend.” For the 
believer, let’s reach out to make that enemy 
our “brother.” One such example of this is 
Kamal Saleem: once an Islamic extremist, 
but now a brother in Christ. I invite you to 
watch our recent podcast with Kamal found 
on our website at americandecency.org. 
 
Of course, we should pray; it changes 
things. Corrie Ten Boom declared, “The 
wonderful thing about praying is that you 
leave a world of not being able to do some-
thing, and enter God’s realm where every-
thing is possible. He specializes in the 
impossible. Nothing is too great for His al-
mighty power. Nothing is too small for His 
love.” 
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Last month marked the end of the govern-
ment shutdown. It was the longest govern-
ment shutdown in U.S. history, lasting 43 
days. During the last few weeks of the shut-
down, SNAP benefits were delayed, which 
impacted the lives of millions of individuals 
and dependent families.  
 
This shutdown could have a lasting impact 
on the economy during a time when tariffs, 
accelerated automation, and high inflation 
caused by decades of reckless spending and 
an unmentionable event that hurt small 
businesses continue to inflict damage. Ac-
cording to Fox Business, over 20 states are 
“in or near” a recession.  
 
Fast food chains have also declined as a 
sign of the times. Many younger people and 
lower-income Americans report that they 
aren’t eating out as much due to the prices 
and shifting priorities when it comes to 
health and nutrition. Wendy’s closed hun-
dreds of restaurants last month and has ex-
perienced a loss of nearly 50% of its value.  
 
About a quarter of American households are 
now living paycheck to paycheck, accord-
ing to Bank of America. The national debt 
is 38 trillion dollars, and the world’s richest 
man (Elon Musk) will allegedly be worth 
trillions of dollars. The income disparity be-
tween the population to the wealthiest per-
centage of Americans has never been more 
evident.  
 
Planning on pinching those pennies? In a 
few years, you might not find any. On No-
vember 12, the final pennies for general 
public use were pressed in the U.S. Mint in 
Philadelphia. The penny was in circulation 
for more than 232 years.  
 
The devaluation of the penny and its ex-
pected obsolescence, while long overdue, 
reveals that the physical is becoming less 

relevant compared to the digital. Dimes 
may have a similar fate to pennies (they cost 
14 cents to make, which is triple their mar-
ket value, according to the U.S. Mint), and 
this could (unsurprisingly) lead the US gov-
ernment to issue a digital currency, which 
would bring us into a cashless society.   
 
For millennials (ages 29-44) and Generation 
Z (ages 18-28), the American Dream is 
looking more like a nightmare. Between 
student loans, a priced-out housing market, 
and skyrocketing bills, the cost of getting 
by in America is certainly not the same as it 
was a few decades earlier.  
 
What is the solution to these problems? 
How can we pull ourselves out of this eco-
nomic malaise? Can the future look bright 
in a world where most human labor is no 
longer needed, retirement is out of reach, a 
college degree is practically useless, na-
tional debt is astronomical, and the cost of 
living is not even attainable?  
 
The concept of a 50-year home mortgage 
has been floated by President Trump as a 
means of making home ownership more af-
fordable. In the long run, though, the inter-
est on that loan would only double.  
 
As the Federalist points out, “A 50-year 
home mortgage, an eight-year loan, and a 
forever college payment? Is this the best we 
can do for our young people?”  
 
Then there’s the President’s proposal to 
send Americans $2,000 stimulus dividend 
checks from the revenue coming from tar-
iffs. This allows for a more credible case for 
the government to use Universal Basic In-
come, or what Elon Musk has proposed, 
Universal High Income. 
 
If the magic of the machines generates an 
economic miracle that would increase 
wealth to an unfathomable number (due to 
robots that work 24/7 and AI producing a 
lion's share of intellectual labor), then there 
would be a means to distribute that wealth 
to the general population, if it lives up to its 
promises.  
 
This is not just a socialist economic vision; 
the late economist Milton Friedman pro-

posed a Negative Income Tax (NIT) that 
would distribute cash supplements to the 
poor to use the money as they see fit. He 
viewed this as a replacement for welfare 
and a reduction of poverty.  
 
Ben Shapiro mentioned six years ago that 
“I’m not averse to the idea of UBI in a fu-
ture where legitimately 50% of the pop-
ulation can’t work because they’ve all been 
automated out of existence.”  
 
The downside to UBI is obviously the fact 
that the government would take on a larger 
role, stipulations could apply (like the social 
credit system in China), and in a world 
where human life is extended and wealth is 
abundant (if at all possible), people could 
become even less interested in God and the 
things of God.  
 
Perhaps making work optional, early death 
preventable, and wealth accessible to 
anyone could be even more destructive to 
people’s souls. Why rely on God if every-
thing is taken care of?  
 
Whether America becomes abundantly 
prosperous or consumed in its own destruc-
tion, one question will remain: If the Lord 
is not your cornerstone, what is? What have 
we replaced Him with in our lives? What 
have we put our identity in, as that identity 
gets stripped away from us? What is He 
teaching us in these confusing times? We 
must bow the knee to His Son and not be 
proud or foolish. He judges the nations, 
after all.  
 
The good news is that if we believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we need not fear or de-
spair. He sacrificed Himself for us if we 
would just take up our cross and follow 
Him.  
 
While it might feel like a ‘Bob Cratchit’ 
Christmas this year, remember the promises 
of the Lord and rest on the comfort of His 
sacrifice. He was born to save sinners, and 
He is our ever-present hope in times of trou-
ble.  
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Rosalie’s baby is dead because the Com-
stock Act is not being enforced. 

Live Action tells of a young woman named 
Rosalie whose abusive boyfriend used her 
name and ordered abortion drugs online.  A 
California abortionist then sent the pills 
without verifying her identity, her age, her 
health conditions, or how far along she was 
in her pregnancy. Her boyfriend then forced 
her to take the pills.  There are countless 
such scenarios of pregnant women being 
coerced to take the drug or given the abor-
tion pill without their knowledge by boy-
friends and husbands.  

Mifepristone, this do-it-yourself abortion 
drug, is currently used for nearly two-thirds 
of all abortions in the U.S. and, as I wrote 
in our June newsletter, causes life-threaten-
ing complications in more than one in ten 
women who take it. Yet, abortion drugs are 
being prescribed without an in-person doc-
tor visit, are often prescribed by someone 
who is not even a doctor, and are being 
mailed across state lines, in violation of fed-
eral law.  The Comstock Act very clearly 
states that no abortion-inducing object or 
drug may be sent through the mail. 

Yet, despite this longstanding federal law, 
the Biden administration removed restric-
tions and allowed the abortion pill to be sent 
via mail. In addition, this tramples on states’ 
rights by allowing mifepristone to be sent 
into states with pro-life laws which prohibit 
it.  The Trump administration has yet to re-
verse that policy.   

In October, 51 Republican senators, every 
Republican senator except Susan Collins 
and Lisa Murkowski, co-signed a letter to 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the Food and Drug Administration 
urging them not only to stop the Biden era 
policy of allowing abortion pills to be sent 
via mail (in violation of the Comstock Act), 
but also to stop the distribution altogether.   

The Republican senators urged the FDA and 
HHS to reinstitute safeguards regarding mi-
fepristone which the Obama and Biden ad-
ministrations had removed – such as 
required in-person doctor visits and banning 
pharmacies from dispensing the drug.   

As their letter stated: “Under current FDA 
regulations, these drugs can be obtained via 
mail order without meaningful consultation 
with a medical professional and without any 
confirmation of who is purchasing them or 
for what purpose.  These policies have en-
abled abortion pills to be obtained by 
abusers, traffickers, and even minors.” 

The letter also noted: “Every month, thou-
sands of abortion drugs are shipped into 
states that have otherwise limited access to 
abortion after Dobbs, degrading pro-life 
laws at the state level across the country.”   

Earlier this year the FDA and HHS pledged 
to conduct a comprehensive safety review 
of the abortion drug, however the letter 
from Republican senators urged these de-
partments not to wait for the review to be 
completed, but to immediately suspend the 
distribution of mifepristone and all generic 
versions, labeling them as an “imminent 
hazard”. 

Recently the Trump administration renewed 
its commitment to “protect unborn life at all 
stages” at the five-year anniversary event of 
the pro-life, pro-family Geneva Consensus 
Declaration – a 40-nation coalition of coun-
tries that declare that there is no inter-
national right to abortion. President Trump 
stated via letter: “My administration is 
steadfastly devoted to restoring a culture 
that values the inherent dignity of every 
child and to upholding the eternal truth that 
every person is created in the holy image 
and likeness of God, with infinite worth and 
boundless potential.”   

One step he can take to uphold that pledge 
is to enforce the Comstock Act.  

Please mail the enclosed postcard to Pres-
ident Trump, encouraging him to uphold 
the rule of law by directing the Depart-
ment of Justice to enforce the Comstock 
Act.    

 

 
On a recent flight, Representative Brad 
Sherman (D-CA) was caught scrolling 
through lewd photos of women by a fellow 
passenger, who took a picture of the 71-
year-old congressman with his mouth hang-
ing open as he stared at the sexualized 
images on his screen.  The person who took 
the picture of him posted it online with a 
caption asking: “Why did California Con-
gressman Brad Sherman feel it was appro-
priate to look at porn on his iPad during a 
flight today?” 

Yet the issue isn’t just that viewing pornog-
raphy in public is “inappropriate,” but that 
viewing pornography period is far more 
than inappropriate – it’s sinful.  It victimizes 
women and children, destroys marriages 
and families, and desensitizes and corrupts 
not only individuals, but an entire culture.  

Pornography has become so common that a 
congressman didn’t think twice about view-
ing it on a crowded plane.  And the response 
from the public, for the most part, has been 
an apathetic ho-hum.  Sure, some have 
called it “inappropriate,” but what once 
would have been roundly condemned and a 
career-ending scandal, has become nothing 
more than a joke for late-night comedians.  
And the reason is that to condemn the con-
gressman, would mean condemning them-
selves, who are caught in the snare of 
pornography. 

Jeremiah 6:15 says: “Were they ashamed 
when they committed abomination?  No, 
they were not at all ashamed; they did not 
know how to blush.”   

We have become a culture that no longer 
knows how to blush.  Where evil is called 
good, where sin is smiled upon, and, as in 
Jeremiah’s day, where those who warn of 
the consequences are scoffed at. 

As commentator Peter Heck wrote: “A cul-
ture incapable of feeling shame is a culture 
incapable of repentance.  
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Have you ever wondered what Adam and 
Eve must have thought when they heard 
God give the first gospel message in Gen-
esis 3:15? 

“And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise His heel.” 

Here was God’s first promise to send a sav-
ior who would conquer sin and death. 

Adam and his sons would doubtless go on 
to dig many holes and plant many seeds in 
their role as gardeners whom God had given 
dominion over the earth; they would also 
learn about reproductive systems in man 
and animals; none of this would give them 
an understanding of how a woman might 
have a “seed.” 

Even using the word other translations put 
in place of seed - offspring, doesn’t add 
much clarity. Throughout the Bible, chil-
dren are referred to as the father’s offspring. 
The genealogies follow the format: “When 
Seth had lived 105 years, he fathered 
Enosh,” for example. The mother gives the 
husband children, i.e. “Sarah conceived 
and bore a son to Abraham…” or “Bilhah 
conceived and bore a son to Jacob.” 

Of course, we know now about the one out-
standing example, who alone in the Bible is 
referred to as the Son of His mother: Jesus, 
“the Son of Mary.” (Mark 6:3) Jesus is the 
promised “Seed of the woman,” but the 
woman was not Eve – at least not directly. 

For thousands of years, generation after 
generation of God-fearing men and women 
would continue to hope for God’s promise 
to Eve to come true. They would learn more 
and more about what to hope for in His 
coming: “I will make the nations your her-
itage (Ps 2:9), “…the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is 
9:6) 

They would learn where to look for Him – 
in Abraham’s family, in Judah’s tribe, in 
David’s line, in the city of Bethlehem. 

But all along this mystery of the woman’s 
seed would make little intuitive sense. Even 
today, I think the explanations we com-
monly use don’t do God’s prophetic prom-
ise justice.  

We typically explain it from the gospels’ 
making clear that Jesus did not have an 
earthly father - He was not Joseph’s son, He 
was God’s son, “conceived by the Holy 
Spirit,” and of course that’s true. But there’s 
more to it, I think.  

There is something the mother of our Lord 
and the mother of our race had in common 
besides hoping in the fulfillment of this 
promise.  

They both had to plant their seed.  

When Mary visited the temple, Simeon 
prophesied to her regarding her newborn 
son, “and a sword will pierce through your 
own soul also.” (Lk 2:35) That was a feeling 
Eve doubtless knew too well. 

I can’t help but wonder if something didn’t 
click for Eve as she watched her husband 
digging a hole as he had doubtless done 
many times before, not to plant a tree, but 
to bury her son. 

What must she have felt with one of her off-
spring a murderer and the other his victim? 
If ever there were a need for hope in the 
promises of God that the work of the ser-
pent would be undone, it was then. Where 
was the “seed” who would crush the ser-
pent’s head? It was not her jealous, violent 
son, and it was not the lifeless shell her hus-
band now planted in the dirt. 

The fact is, women who believe in the 
promises of God have been “planting their 
seeds” since Abel, with every child born by 
a woman laid to rest. But when Christ died, 
was buried, and resurrected, the harvest 
began! 

“…Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen as-
leep.” (1 Cor15:20) 

We like to celebrate Christmas and Easter 
as separate holidays, and so, the focus dur-
ing Christmas tends to be on the humility of 
the circumstances of Christ’s birth, or on the 
gifts of the wise men, or on the welcome 
given to the Holy Infant by the local shep-
herds. 

Those are all wonderful things to focus on 
and celebrate, but it only serves to magnify 
these aspects when we keep in the back of 
our minds that the sweet little baby in the 
manger came to conquer our greatest 
enemy.  

To those who feel the loss of a friend, or a 
parent, or a child, or a sibling, Christmas is 
for you. That pain and loneliness you feel, 
that impotent hatred of sin and death?  

Christ came to fix that. 

 “In Christ shall all be made alive. But each 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then 
at his coming those who belong to Christ…
” (1 Cor 15: 22,23). 

As we anticipate Christmas this year, let us 
recall the suspense in which the whole 
world was held as it awaited the coming 
Champion. As we look forward to His sec-
ond coming, they awaited His first. As we 
look back in awe, they looked forward in 
wonderment.  

What a privilege to celebrate the coming of 
our Savior! 
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