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September is upon us and 
minds turn back to learn-
ing. Whether one has 
chosen homeschool, pri-
vate school, public 
school, or is embarking 
upon higher education 
through college or trade 
school, it’s vital that we 
come to a realization that 
we are putting our trust in 
those to whom we look 
for our education. 
 
I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to remind adults 
who have already gradu-
ated from the realm of 
“school days” that they 
are putting their trust and 
faith in those they turn to 
for their own “continuing 
education.” Such educa-
tion isn’t relegated to the 
“3 Rs” of reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic; it in-
cludes where we gather 
our information regarding 
world/national news, all 
things COVID, and other 
“scientific facts.” 

The point is this, 
wherever we send our 
children – or ourselves – 
for learning is where we 
are putting our trust. Ho-
liness writer of old, Sam-
uel Chadwick, observes 
simply and correctly: 
 
“We know because we 
trust – Even our knowl-
edge rests upon faith. 
There is no knowledge 
without trust. Before we 
can learn we have to trust 
our teachers. We must ac-
cept from them what we 
have no power to prove. 
And when we have come 
to the full strength of our 
reasoning powers, we 
find that all knowledge 
rests upon certain funda-
mental trust, which no 
man can prove. The as-
sumptions of Science and 
Philosophy are quite as 
great as the beliefs of re-
ligion. The things most 
assured begin by de-
manding our faith. The 
foundation of things dem-
onstrated is in things not 
proven. Faith is the key to 
knowledge.” 
 
Therefore, we must take 
great care in where we 
put our educational trust. 
God’s Word reminds us  
 

that “the fear of the 
LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge: but fools de-
spise wisdom and instruc-
tion.” Lest we think this 
has little to do with “real” 
education, let’s remember 
the greatest truth we are 
to learn, hold as treasure, 
and obey: “Hear, O Israel: 
The LORD our God is 
one LORD: And thou 
shalt love the LORD thy 
God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might.” 
(Deut. 6:4-5)  
 
We must take great care 
to not read this as though 
we’ve heard it a thousand 
times. Its truth and our 
faith in that truth is meant 
to keep us fresh and vital. 
It’s meant to protect us 
and prepare us for both 
this world and the next. 
All other education is sec-
ondary to this lesson and 
must not run contrary to it 
or we and our children 
will lack wisdom, knowl-
edge, and the fear of the 
LORD.  
 
This truth has such im-
portance attached to our 
lives that parents are 
given the divine obliga-
tion and mandate to not  
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only have it “in thine 
heart,” but to “teach them 
diligently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up.” 
(Deut. 6: 6-7) 
 
This lesson for all of life 
is so important that it isn’t 
left to simple, though 
constant, verbal instruc-
tion. In the following two 
verses, God instructs us to 
keep this truth attached to 
our person and our dwell-
ings, including the gate. 
We are to be constantly 
reminded (and be a habit-
ual reminder to others) 
that there is ONE God 
and we are to love Him 
with EVERYTHING that 
we are. 
 
With such a foundational 
and life-directing com-
mand, it is no surprise 
that it extends well bey-
ond the school walls; we 
must recognize that lov-
ing God with all that we 
are is to be the boundary 
for all of life. Samuel 
Chadwick continues by  

pointing out that all our 
activities and relation-
ships are based on faith. 
 
“All our activities pro-
ceed upon a basis of faith. 
Commercial life could 
not live for an hour apart 
from trust. Destroy con-
fidence, and trade is im-
possible. We buy and sell 
by faith. And who can tell 
how large a part trust 
plays in our domestic and 
social life! All friendships 
are held by trust. Every 
home is built upon trust. 
Where there is no trust 
there is no home. Sus-
picion, jealousy, distrust, 
and these things turn 
homes into places of 
agony and torment. Hell 
is a place where there is 
no faith. That is the secret 
of its despair.” 
 
Our faith that “The 
LORD our God is one 
LORD:” and that we are 
to love Him with all that 
we are begins with belief. 
The Apostle’s Creed be-
gins with “I believe.” Sal-
vation begins with 
“Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” To please 
God and come to him we 
must “Believe that He 
is.” Belief is more than 
mental ascent or ac-
knowledgement; it’s an 
action word that’s tied to 
faith and trust. 

“But if faith is the key to 
knowledge, knowledge is 
the essential faith. This 
paradox is not a contra-
diction. There is no 
knowledge without faith, 
and there is no faith with-
out knowledge. Faith is 
an intelligent grace, not 
an ignorant assumption. 
Ignorant trust is super-
stition. Credulity is a very 
different thing from con-
fidence. Devout igno-
rance is as disastrous as 
willful wickedness.” (S. 
Chadwick) 
 
Better to test our faith be-
fore it is desperately 
tested. This is not to in-
still doubt but to grow 
true. “Consider your 
ways,” Habakkuk tells us. 
When we consider that 
our very salvation is con-
tingent on truly knowing 
God - “And this is life 
eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.” 
(John. 17:3) – we should 
be compelled to ask, 
“Why do I believe what I 
do?” and be sure that our 
children understand too. 
How do we fulfill such a 
solemn task? We know 
and learn through hearing 
the Gospel, reading the 
Word, true prayer, and 
continuing to walk in 
obedience from love.  
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