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Radically Ordinary Christ by faith and will 
bear radical, life-giving 
fruit.

... It’s true that not every 
Christian is a foreign 
missionary, but every 
Christian is on mission. 
We’re on mission not just 
when we drive out of our 
church parking lots every 
week but when we roll out 
of bed every morning. As 
followers of Christ, we are 
on mission when we go 
across the globe, when we 
go across the street, when 
we sit at the kitchen table 
with our family, when we 
enter our workplace or 
classroom, when we kneel 
to pray at the bedsides 
of our children, and 
when we discipline them 
and point them to our 
sinless Savior. Although 
not every Christian is 
called to serve God in a 
foreign country, every 
Christian is a foreigner 
in his own country—a 
citizen of heaven—and an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ.  
Every Christian is called 
out of darkness and into 
the light, and then called to 
go back into the darkness 
to shine—wherever God 
places him. And wherever 
He has placed us, we are 
 

The ordinary Christian life 
is not the opposite of the 
radical Christian life. The 
ordinary Christian life is a 
radical life. The ordinary 
Christian life is a life of 
daily trusting Christ; daily 
repenting of our sins; dai-
ly abiding in Christ; daily 
loving Christ; daily dying 
to self; daily taking up 
our crosses and following 
Christ; daily loving God 
and neighbor; and daily 
proclaiming the gospel to 
ourselves, our families, 
our friends, and our com-
munities. ... The ordinary 
Christian is not a compla-
cent, passionless, nominal, 
or casual Christian. On the 
contrary, every ordinary 
Christian person—child, 
teenager, college student, 
father, mother, husband, 
wife, single man, single 
woman, retired man, and 
retired woman—every 
Christian is radical because 
every Christian is united to 
  

 

called to be radically 
faithful, radically diligent, 
and radically shining as 
a light in our dark world. 
We are called to radically 
go wherever He calls us 
to go or radically stay 
right where we are, as we 
radically send and support 
those whom He has called 
to go. ...

Throughout history, God 
has done extraordinary 
things through ordinary 
people. The ordinary 
Christian will always 
fight the status quo of 
lukewarm Christianity. 
The ordinary Christian 
will always fight nominal, 
passionless Christianity. 
Whatever we do, wherever 
we live, whatever our 
income, whatever our 
vocation, whatever our 
education, whatever we do 
in retirement, whatever we 
drive, whatever we eat or 
drink—we are called to do 
all for the glory of God as 
ordinary, radical followers 
and proclaimers of Jesus 
Christ on mission to make 
disciples of all nations, in 
whatever place God has 
called us to live and serve.

by:  Burk Parsons

[Used with permission from 
Ligonier Ministries and R.C. 
Sproul. © Tabletalk magazine] 
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God to make our words, 
however much they may 
be resented, the means of 
arresting the wicked from 
the error of his ways, and 
those who are taking their 
first steps in forbidden 
paths from pursuing 
them (Ezek 33:7, 8, 9). 
 
How wonderful it is that 
God does not commission 
angels to carry His 
warnings and appeals; 
instead of this, the work 
that angels might love to 
do is entrusted to men. It is 
at our peril that we neglect 
our opportunities in this 
direction. If the signalman 
is placed at a point where 
many lines of rail cross 
or diverge, and he sleeps 
at his post, or neglects 
his duty, he may be tried 
for manslaughter; and if 
we know of people in the 
immediate circle of our 
influence who are in danger 
of ruining their physical, 
moral, and spiritual well-
being, we are bound to 
raise a warning voice. If 
we saw, upon the upper 
reaches of a river, a boat 
full of people hastening 
towards the rapids 
unheeding the danger, 
surely we might be guilty 
of being an accessory in 
their destruction, if we 
failed to do something to 
warn them of their peril.

“Christ in you, the hope of 
glory; Whom we preach, 
warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all 
wisdom.”-- Col 1:27-28.

“Watch, and remember, I 
ceased not to warn every 
one night and day with 
tears.”-- Acts 20:31

THE MINISTRY of 
warning should be a 
recognized part of the 
work of the Church and of 
each individual member. 
The foghorn warns the 
ship from the deadly rocks; 
the red light warns the 
train of imminent danger; 
in the days of the plague 
people were warned from 
infected areas: how much 
more should we, who 
know the wrath of God 
which abides on those 
who refuse Christ, raise 
our voice in warning. We 
should do it deliberately, 
earnestly, patiently, and in 
reliance upon the Spirit of  

Accompanying our words 
of warning, there should 
be the clear reiteration 
of the Love of God. He 
does not desire the death 
of a sinner, but rather that 
he should turn from his 
wickedness and live. It 
is not enough to try and 
prevent men from taking 
the wrong path, we must 
urge and allure them to 
take the pleasant ways of 
righteousness and peace. 
All are included in the love 
of God. Even sin cannot 
turn away His love, which 
is like that described in 
the parable of the Prodigal 
Son, or 1 Co 13:1-13.

PRAYER
O God, we have left 
undone many things that 
we ought to have done. 
Hands have been reached 
out for help which we have 
not given; hearts have 
turned to us for sympathy 
which we have not blessed. 
Forgive us, we pray Thee, 
and at whatever cost 
may we follow Christ in 
His redemptive purpose. 
AMEN.

[From the devotional Our Daily 
Walk - F.B. Meyer - September 2] 
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