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In these days of great travail in our belea-
guered world and nation, I am reminded 
daily of God’s faithfulness to those who are 
followers of Jesus Christ. God feeds His 
embattled children daily and we know it. 
Little by little in our days on this earth 
we have learned and/or are learning that 
our help and hope is not in man, but in 
God alone; the hope of the world IS 
Jesus. 
 
Nations rise and nations fall. Even dear 
friends come and they fall away or they fol-
low nature’s course and they are born and 
they die, as we will too. There have been 
many so-called “heroes” that have let us 
down; even “big name” spiritual leaders 
who have shocked us by their sudden ap-
pearance in the news for having lived a dou-
ble life. That has hurt us very much. Yet, 
even through that we are reminded that 
God’s Holy Word has already told us not to 
look to man and our thoughts are drawn 
once again to think of David - “the man 
after God’s own heart” - who sinned so 
grievously by his adulterous action against 
innocent Uriah and his wife Bathsheba. 
David’s sins were found out through God’s 
prophet Nathan - “You are the man” - break-
ing through David’s stupor which finally 
drove David to repentance highlighted in 
Psalm 51: Have mercy upon me, O God, ac-
cording to thy loving kindness: according 
unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 

from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, 
thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil 
in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified 
when thou speakest, and be clear when thou 
judgest. Psalm 51:1-4 
 
What about you and what about me? Are 
you in a stupor? Are you in a dullish state 
of denial over your spiritual lethargy? Has 
the bombardment of horrid daily news taken 
its toll, eroding your sense of God and His 
still small voice calling out to you? Do you 
need to repent? Do I? Have we foolishly 
been stupefied to look in the wrong places 
for deliverance? Where is God in our lives? 
 
The battle is real and the battle is now. It 
is important that we stand up, but we 
need to do what we can as the Lord leads. 
We also need to do more and we have had 
to do more spiritually, right where we live. 
 
As we see rockets blasting away into what 
has been long time indomitable Israel, we 
realize that even their powerful defense sys-
tem of the IRON DOME has not been able 
to stop the hundreds upon hundreds of mis-
siles launched into their once secure nation.  
Just as with Israel, America is not secure 
and that has become increasingly clear. 
 
So, in these few pages of this newsletter, we 
humbly commend to you, as fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ, spiritual warnings and 
reminders to help us stand in these troubling 
times.  God help us. 
 
God teaches his people in afflictions. He 
teaches us to feel compassion toward others 
who are suffering. ... He also teaches us to 
prize our outward mercies and comforts 
more, and yet to dote upon them less.  We 
are to be more thankful for them, but less 
ensnared by them. Next, God teaches us 
self-denial and obedient submission to his 
will. In our prosperity we are full of our own 
wills, and usually give God counsel as if we 
could tell God how it might have been 
better.  We dispute our cross when we 
should take it up. By bearing a little we 
learn to bear more. The bullock unaccus-
tomed to the yoke is impatient. After he is 
accustomed to labor, he willingly puts his 
neck under the yoke. God works out by de-
grees the delicate spirit we learned in our 
prosperity. One way or another, God works 
his children into a sweet, obedient frame. At 
length, God brings his children to sub-
scribe: 'What God wills, when God wills, 
how God wills; your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.'  Finally, we can learn hu-
mility and meekness of spirit. Pride natu-
rally runs in our veins, and it is nourished 
by ease and prosperity. By trouble we come 
to know our own heart, God seeks to de-
velop meekness in his people by affliction, 
then save them from affliction.  [Taken from 
Voices from the Past, Thomas Case] 
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David Kallman, of Great Lakes Justice  
Center, is a familiar name with many Chris-
tians throughout the state of Michigan. He 
is a bright, committed servant of God utiliz-
ing the immense gifts that God has en-
trusted to him.  Our newsletter was already 
well on its way to being finished but when 
we saw this "Saturday Musings" article we 
knew that we wanted our friends (mean-
ing you) to be strengthened by it. Dave is 
a Christian attorney with brains, integrity 
and godly convictions. This article sets the 
tone we want to convey to each of us as we 
go into the summer months which promises 
to be very concerning and challenging. I 
knew David Kallman's father, who was an 
Ingham County Circuit Court judge, a 
number of years ago. He was a man of Bib-
lical convictions as was Dave's dear mother, 
Mickey! 
 
“Refuse to adopt the language of the pre-
tense.” 

In the movie Last Knights (2015), starring 
Morgan Freeman (Lord Bartok) and Clive 
Owen (Raiden), an interesting exchange oc-
curs between them. When the Minister of 
the Kingdom (second in command to the 
King) requires Lord Bartok to bring him a 
“gift” in order to stay in the good graces of 
the King, he refuses and brings him a cheap 
robe instead, with none of the demanded 
bribe money. When Raiden questions Lord 
Bartok about why he offended the Minister 
and refused to bring the required gift, he re-
sponds that the “gift” should be called what 
it truthfully is, i.e., a bribe. 

Lord Bartok further explains: “Adopting the 
language of the pretense only serves to ease 
participation in it.” 

When Raiden urges, “Perhaps now is not 
the time to take such a hard stand,” Lord 
Bartok continues: 

“If I ease my approach now, at what cross-
ing will you recommend I stand my 
ground? When they have taken half my  
land? Or when it comes to a point where I 
have to exercise my own tyranny over those 
beneath me to support the bribes of those 
above?” 

This dialogue profoundly demonstrates the 
divide in today’s culture wars. The progres-
sive left increasingly demands that the rest 
of us lie and use language to affirm and en-
dorse their beliefs and agenda. Recently, 
teachers in Texas and Indiana have been 
fired for refusing to refer to girls (as young 
as six-years old) as boys. Progressives con-
tinually use the force of law to require such 
subservience, i.e., hate crime laws, anti-dis-
crimination laws, speech policies in the 
workplace and on college campuses, gov-
ernment agency regulations, etc. If you re-
fuse to use their newly created pronouns or 
required speech, or if you refuse to endorse 
and participate in their ceremonies, they 
will stop at nothing to destroy your rep-
utation, job, and business. 

Should our response be one of appeasement 
– it’s not such a big deal, why make an issue 
of it? As Raiden said, “Perhaps now is not 
the time to take such a hard stand.” Or 
should we stand our ground, and insist that 
language and culture be based upon truth? 
Truth does not deny scientific fact. Chromo-
somes are not social constructs. The law of 
gravity is universally true. Truth is not wha-
tever you perceive your reality to be.  I am 
a 6’6” white male. If I declare myself to be 
a 5’6” Asian woman, that is not true no 
matter how sincerely I believe it. I do not 
have the right to deny the truth and use the 
force of law to compel you to treat me as a 
5’6” Asian woman. 

If you are required to deny science and lie 
and affirm that a man is a woman, is it really 
such a big problem? What is wrong with a 
school requiring your fifteen-year-old 
daughter to shower and use the bathroom 
with a biologically intact man? Why can’t 
the government force you to use your artis-
tic expression to endorse and participate in 
a same-sex marriage ceremony? You do not 
want to offend anyone, do you? The extrem-
ist agenda that flows from this denial of 
science and truth must be confronted and 

exposed. 

May government compel persons to violate 
their consciences, and convey a message 
about marriage or gender that denies 
science, and with which they disagree? This 
contradicts and violates long-cherished, 
basic constitutional freedoms.  

Many businesses face this issue every day. 
There is a big difference between generally 
serving all customers, and being forced to 
convey a message that violates my religious 
convictions. As Justice Gorsuch stated in his 
concurring opinion in the Masterpiece 
Cakeshop case, “It was the kind of cake, not 
the kind of customer, that mattered to the 
bakers.” Anytime a person is coerced and 
compelled by government to lie, thereby 
violating his or her conscience, or is re-
quired by force of law to participate in a  
ceremony that violates his or her religious 
beliefs, it is an assault on freedom against 
which we are required to stand. 

Scientist Richard Dawkins stated, “Religion 
is capable of driving people to such danger-
ous folly that faith seems to me to qualify as 
a kind of mental illness.”  He further said, 
“You cannot be both sane and well edu-
cated and disbelieve in evolution. The ev-
idence is so strong that any sane, educated 
person has got to believe in evolution.”  
Therefore, according to Dawkins, if you be-
lieve in a scientific creationist viewpoint, 
you are insane. 

I personally faced this type of hostility in 
my very first class in college in 1974.  It 
was a geology class at Schoolcraft College 
in Livonia, Michigan.  I sat in the front row 
(which I never do!), and waited expectantly 
for the session to begin at 8:00 a.m. The in-
structor began his introduction to the geol-
ogy class and wrote the word 
“EVOLUTION” in large letters across the 
blackboard.  He said we would be studying 
this topic for the first half of the semester, 
as it applied to geology.  Despite the clear 
contradictions between evolution and the 
Bible, as a Christian, I had never thought 
much about the topic.  It was not a big deal 
to me one way or the other, and I had never 
looked closely at the issue.  As the new 
teacher got to the end of his introductory re-
marks, he asked the entire class of about 75               
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students, “By the way, there isn’t anyone  
here who does not believe in evolution, is 
there?”  

The question struck me in a way that I had 
never thought about the issue before, be-
cause he used the word “believe.”  After 
considering his question, I thought to my-
self, “No, I don’t believe in evolution.”  
Without thinking, I raised my hand.  The in-
structor seemed quite surprised.  As I looked 
back around the room, I realized that I was 
the only one who had raised a hand.  He 
came over in front of my desk, and pro-
ceeded to make fun of me in front of the en-
tire class.  He said things such as, “You 
must be one of those ‘Biblical creationists’ 
who thinks the whole world was made in 
six days” and “I bet you think Adam and 
Eve were real people.”  I was obviously not 
happy with being the brunt of his attempted  
humor and started thinking about how I 
could possibly make my escape from the  
room!  
 
He ended his attack by sarcastically saying, 
“Well, maybe I’ll just have to give you an 
hour of class so you can give us the ‘scien-
tific evidence’ for creation.”  He used air 
quotes around the words “scientific ev-
idence” while the entire class chuckled.  
Once again, I reacted without thinking 
through the consequences, and accepted his 
challenge.  I said loudly so the whole class 
could hear, “Great, when can I do it?”  He 
tried to move on, and said he would set a 
time later.  I then said even louder, “You just 
said I could have one hour of time to present 
the scientific evidence for creation, so give 
me the time!”  He finally agreed I could 
have the first hour of class two weeks later. 
 
After realizing what I had done, and that I 
had no clue as to what scientific evidence 
existed to support creation, I did the most 
logical thing a college freshman would do 
– I called home and asked my parents if 

they had anything I could use! I was for-
tunate to have grown up in a Bible- believ-
ing Christian home, and I knew that my 
parents did not agree with evolutionary 
teaching.  I remembered seeing some Bible 
Science Association newsletters around the 
house, and asked my mom if they were still 
there.  She had kept them all.  She also had 
the book, “The Genesis Flood” by Dr. John 
Whitcomb and Dr. Henry Morris.  I read ev-
erything I could on the subject in the next 
two weeks.  It was also helpful to review in-
formation from Dr. John Moore, a creation-
ist science professor at Michigan State 
University at the time.  My presentation in-
cluded poster board visuals I prepared 
showing the problems with the evolutionary 
fossil record, past hoaxes regarding ancient 
man (Nebraska man, etc.), the coelacanth 
fish anomaly, and other evidence, with all 
the documentation regarding the sources of 
the information.  In the presentation I only 
used scientific evidence and studies without 
any direct reference to the Bible.  I used the 
full hour, and then answered questions from 
some of the students as well as I could. 
 
As I started to leave the front of the class to 
return to my seat our teacher told me to stay 
there as he came back up front.  I thought, 
“Oh boy, here comes round two of his ridi-
cule.”  Instead, he asked me where I had ob-
tained all the information used in the 
presentation.  He said, “I have been through 
years of scientific training, and I have never 
heard anything that you just presented.  
Where did it come from?”  It gave me a 
great opportunity to give the sources again.  
He then asked me to prepare a bibliography 
so he could distribute it to the entire class, 
which he did the following week!  He said 
that he was a Christian, and just never 
thought there was actually any science to 
support a creationist viewpoint.  He thanked 
me for speaking up, and apologized for his 
earlier remarks to me in front of the class! 
 
Needless to say, I was shocked by this turn 
of events.  Some of the students later told 
me that they had agreed with me, but had 
been too scared or embarrassed to raise their 
hands.  It was a good opportunity to have 
further discussion, and then get into the 
Bible and its gospel message.  God taught 
me an important lesson that day.  Never be 

afraid to speak up for Him, and to trust Him 
for the results. 
 
I was later able to use the presentation a sec-
ond time because I also had a speech class 
that term, and was able to use the same pres-
entation for my speech in that class. When 
I finished my talk, the professor critiqued 
my speech, gave me an A, and then asked 
me if I was going to be a pastor after col-
lege! I told him I did not think so, and it 
turned out the Lord had other plans for me.  
As an attorney, I have had many opportuni-
ties to represent clients involving many con-
stitutional issues over the years.  I think 
back on that experience from my first class 
in college and thank God for the opportu-
nity He gave me.  I can now see how God 
used it to prepare me to be ready with a de-
fense at any time (I Peter 3:15) 
 
Are we prepared to give a defense?  Given 
the antagonism and obstacles we now face 
in our own country, it is even more impor-
tant to defend the rights of all, especially 
those with whom we disagree.  Our hard-
fought freedoms can be lost as quickly as 
one election cycle.  We must encourage ev-
eryone to embrace “true truth,” remember 
our past, appreciate where we are, and be 
vigilant in the future. 
 
All of us must decide “at what crossing will 
I stand my ground?” We are called to stand 
firm in the truth. Ephesians 6:13-14. As 
Lord Bartok said, will you refuse “to exer-
cise my own tyranny over those beneath me 
to support the [lies] of those above.”  What 
will you do in response – give in or stand 
your ground? Or will you shrug your 
shoulders and “adopt the language of the 
pretense?” The choice is yours, and our cul-
ture and freedom hang in the balance. 
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I have had a great opportunity to be one of 
our church’s youth sponsors.  I have been 
involved for about 20 years now.  At this 
time of the year, graduation, I always think 
back to when our seniors entered youth 
group in the 7th grade.  I saw kids scared of 
going through the doors for the first time 
entering the Sunday school class.  Now they 
have that same scared look as they are leav-
ing the class and going into college or the 
workplace. 
 
The world today is a scary place to navi-
gate.  I have talked with many parents who 
have shared that they have been praying for 
their children from birth, for their salvation 
and that they would grow in their faith.  I 
think in today’s world, with all the variables 
that we are dealing with, we need to in-
crease and expand our prayers and guidance 
for our yourth. 
 
I went to Baker College in the ‘90s.  When 
I look back at what the topics of discussions 
or issues that I dealt with were, they’re far 
fewer than today.  Coming from a Christian 
school and then going to a secular college, 
I was surprised that every example used in 
the classroom was alcohol.  Then in the 
dorms, Wednesday night was bar night.  I 
was thankful God gave me a night class on 
Wednesday so I didn’t have to deal with 
that.  God also gave me opportunity to help 
a roommate who went through a pregnancy 
scare.  I can see now that God was prepar-
ing me for the “real” world and that He gave 
me the foundation that I needed in my ear-
lier years to know my faith and to stand.  He 
also gave me Christian parents and youth 
sponsors who were praying for me and lift-
ing me up. 
 
Now days, we are bombarded more than 
ever with so much more than drinking or 
pregnancy scares.  We, as Christians, are 

being attacked on all sides.  No matter how 
old you are.   
 
My Mom did day care for a few kids in our 
home while I was going up.  I saw her love 
on these kids.  She would teach them var-
ious things and she would read Bible stories 
to them during reading time.  It taught 
me that you can share God’s love to kids 
even while reading or during other activ-
ities.  It also taught me the importance of 
who you choose to watch your children if 
you need to work. 
 
There is also the importance of choosing the 
right school.  There are many options to 
choose from and parents need to weigh all 
the options and costs in making that deci-
sion.  No matter what school you choose, 
you need to be constantly aware of what is 
being taught to your child.  You can not as-
sume that everything is how it was when 
you went to school – things have changed.  
Now days, the curriculum is changing and 
I am not just talking about how they teach 
math.  They are indoctrinating the youth and 
phrasing history to slant it in a different way 
or leaving out things from the history books.  
Teachers are being taught how to bring in 
the LGBT agenda or the Black Lives Matter 
agenda into the classroom. 
 
Recently, ADA heard from a parent of a 
school in West Michigan that was having a 
week-long gay pride spirit week. “…  the 
high school student-led Gay-Straight Alli-
ance (GSA) held a Pride week recently at 
Whitehall High School. Part of that was 
asking students to wear the color of their 
choice that identified their (believed) 
gender and preferred pronoun, daily movies 
shown during lunch in the auditorium, and 
daily morning announcements, stating 
among other things that if you believe in 
only two genders you are wrong.”    
 
This is not just happening in public schools 
in West Michigan.  The sad thing is that it 
is also happening in a lot of Christian 
schools and colleges.  Last year, I remember 
reading a school newspaper from a Chris-
tian college talking about the acceptance of 
LGBT students within the college and inter-
viewing different students.  I was shocked 
that this so-called Christian college, that 

was founded on Biblical values, had ac-
cepted this and was promoting it.  Now they 
are accepting the transgender movement.  I 
heard from a friend of mine that was attend-
ing another prestigious Bible college, that a 
couple of transgenders were running for stu-
dent body president and vice-president.  
Christians, I beg of you to look closely at 
the schools and colleges that you are send-
ing your children into.  Students, while you 
are attending these colleges open your eyes 
and stand for what you know the Bible has 
taught you.  
 
The other night, we honored our seniors in 
the youth group.  We were coming to the 
close and we sponsors were giving some 
practical and spiritual advice.  One of them 
was to find a good Bible believing/preach-
ing church.  That is so important.  You need 
to be attending a church that is actually 
preaching all of the Word of God and not 
just the “fluffy” stuff.  Where they will call 
sin, sin.  We need to be like the Bereans in 
Acts 17, where they heard the word spoken 
by Paul and Silas and then went and did 
their own studying to make sure that it was 
in accordance with the Word of God.   
 
We as believers, no matter your age, need 
to make sure we know what the Bible 
correctly says so we stand up and accu-
rately defend it.  If we don’t know what 
the Bible says against these issues then we 
will fall for their lies.  We will not see the 
“red flags.”  We need to do that with all 
aspects of our lives.  We need to take a 
stand and point out the inaccuracy even 
if you are standing alone.  Be a Daniel! 
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In May, we caught wind that in a neighbor-
ing town, Whitehall, the high school princi-
pal was promoting the school’s 
Gay-Straight Alliance in celebrating differ-
ent LGBTQ+ topics every day for one 
week. This included encouraging students 
to wear specific colors on specified days in 
order to show support for LGBTQ+ ideo-
logy.  This is psychological warfare, specif-
ically targeting our children and teens.   

If a Christian group sought to have the 
school promote a week-long emphasis to in-
culcate the student body in the tenets of the 
Christian faith, I can safely say it would not 
be allowed.  Yet their special week-long em-
phasis to promote LGBTQ+ ideology is a 
similar endorsement of a belief system, one 
not based on science or fact.  Students are 
taught to deny biology and are coerced into 
using false pronouns that not only defy the 
rules of grammar, but more importantly un-
dermine one’s freedom of speech and con-
science. 

It is not the place of taxpayer funded 
schools to endorse conformity to a set of be-
liefs regarding sexual lifestyles.  Parents — 
not school systems — have the authority 
and responsibility to teach their children 
about sexuality and gender according to 
their values. 

Our youth need truth and nurturing, not de-
ception and to be used as pawns in this rev-
olution.  Numerous studies have shown that 
the vast majority of children who experi-
ence gender confusion will ultimately ac-
cept their true biology if left to their own 
devices and not pushed into a transgender 
identity. When we recognize the increased 
instances of depression, suicidal tendencies, 
and drug/alcohol/abuse problems among 
this group of people; when science does not 
support the beliefs and promotions of this 
community; wouldn’t we be better off to 
support the confused individuals with lov-

ing truth instead of “comforting” them with 
a lie? 

Encouraging these children to build their 
identities around sexual and gender con-
fusion will only lead to pain and misery for 
them. Genesis 5 says, “When God created 
man, he made him in the likeness of God.  
Male and female he created them…” As His 
“image bearers,” every human being has 
equal, inherent value and worth in God’s 
eyes. We ought to be affirming these kids as 
God made them – not as their young, easily-
influenced and malleable “feelings” have 
convinced them they are. 

You don’t have to live in Whitehall or have 
children in the school system to be con-
cerned about the students who are being ex-
posed to this LGBTQ indoctrination.  As 
Christians, we need to be salt and light! 

Although this event took place, we were en-
couraged to hear of parents standing up and 
pushing back against the event and the 
school’s support of it. As a result of their 
outcry, the principal, although not apologiz-
ing, at least admitted that he should not have 
“appeared” to endorse the event. However, 
Whitehall parents report that school district 
leadership does not seem to be taking their 
concern seriously.   

The event in Whitehall did have one good 
result: it inspired parents to dig into their 
children’s curriculum, attend school board 
meetings, and try to have an influence on 
the direction of their community’s schools.  

These parents want education for their kids, 
not social engineering. They want class-
rooms to be free of political opinions, 
LGBT ideology, and indoctrination.  They 
want a school system that doesn’t create di-
vision between parents and children.  And 
they are not backing down! 

We encourage you to learn from their ex-
perience! Your community’s school leader-
ship needs to know that you’re paying 
attention and that they’re not going to get 
away with slipping LGBT or Critical 
Theory or any other type of propaganda 
through parents like you. 

 

 
It’s blatantly obvious that the Left wants our 
children.  From LGBT cartoons to Drag 
Queen story hours, there’s a concerted effort 
to brainwash kids.  Woke corporations are 
also joining forces with these social rev-
olutionaries, using their clout to push LGBT 
ideology. 
 
One of the latest co-conspirators is Kel-
logg’s.  Partnering with GLAAD (Gay & 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation), Kel-
logg’s is releasing a new cereal called “To-
gether With Pride,” to promote “Gay Pride 
Month” in June.  The sugary, rainbow cereal 
geared toward kids, features all of the Kel-
logg’s cartoon figures from Tony the Tiger 
to Snap, Crackle, and Pop on the box, with 
$3 from the sale of each box going to sup-
port GLAAD.  A caption on the box states: 
“We believe that all young people and those 
young at heart deserve an environment 
where they can grow up to be their best 
selves.  That’s why we’ve joined forces with 
GLAAD … and support a more accepting 
world for LGBTQ youth.”  
 
Most troubling of all, Kellogg’s is pushing 
children to accept transgender ideology, en-
couraging kids to deny who God created 
them to be, and telling them that their 
gender isn’t rooted in biology, but is a per-
sonal choice.  A special feature on the ce-
real box asks children to choose their 
pronouns with options like “he/him,” 
“she/her,” and “they/them,” which refers to 
being “non-binary.” Kellogg’s also offers 
blank spaces in case kids want to make up 
their own gender pronouns, because now 
that’s a thing in our culture which has 
thrown off the restraining forces of moral-
ity. 
 
Let Kellogg’s know you won’t support a 
company that is seeking to indoctrinate 
our children and grandchildren.  Call 
Kellogg’s at: 269-961-2000.   
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One of my favorite pastimes is gardening. I 
love to see flowerbeds burst forth with 
blooms; I plant my seemingly lifeless dahlia 
tubers and then wait months to be rewarded 
with magnificent flowers; I rejoice when I 
see bean sprouts break through the soil and 
little yellow blossoms appear on my tomato 
plants, knowing that soon I’ll enjoy the fruit 
of my labors.  During these weeks of long 
summer days when the sun rises early and 
sets late in the evening, in my spare time 
you’ll often find me in my vegetable and 
flower gardens waging a seemingly never-
ending war with weeds. As I write this, I’m 
looking at one flowerbed that I neglected 
last year.  The weed, Creeping Charlie, crept 
in and in the busyness of life I never took 
the time to rip it out.  Now, the whole bed 
is infested with that miserable weed as it 
covers and chokes out the perennials 
planted there. 
 
I often think how much sin is like a weed. 
It’s far easier to stop its effect if it’s ripped 
out before it has a chance to take root and 
spread.  Creeping Charlie is so invasive that 
leaving behind just one fragment of the 
plant can reproduce another.  If we let sin 
creep into our hearts and minds it, too, 
grows and spreads until it chokes our spiri-
tual life.   “For the one who sows to his own 
flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but 
the one who sows to the Spirit will from the 
Spirit reap eternal life.”  Galatians 6:8 
 
Battling sin in our lives is part of the pursuit 
of holiness.  As Christians we are to root out 
sin and live distinctively from the world.  
“Be holy, for I am holy” God tells us. (I 
Peter 1:16) Yet “holiness” has become a 
dirty word to many Christians.  Christians’ 
lives often mirror those of our secular 
neighbors rather than the Image of God 
we are called to reflect. Many American 
Christians are addicted to the world’s enter-

tainment, are consumed with laying up 
treasures on earth, and treat Sundays as “fun 
days” rather than the Lord’s Day.  We live 
in an age when “the church is emulating the 
world, where it is no longer distinguishable 
from our pleasure-oriented culture” Pastor 
Allistair Begg writes.   
 
We pursue worldliness and shun holiness – 
instead of the other way around. The pursuit 
of holiness seems old-fashioned to the mod-
ern church.  In a podcast I heard recently, a 
listener asked the question: “Is it hypocriti-
cal for my pastor to watch adulterous affairs 
on Netflix and oppose them in church?”  
Shouldn’t the answer be obvious?  Yet to 
many Christians, it’s not.  And, of course, 
that applies to all Christians, not just pas-
tors.  Are we conforming to the Word or to 
the world? 
  
Holiness is not legalism.  It doesn’t just 
apply to sexual sin, our use of media, and 
our outward behavior.  “Holiness is a matter 
of the heart and not merely a matter of con-
duct,” writes famed theologian D. Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones. “It is not only a person’s deeds 
that count but their desires.”  Striving for 
holiness means striving to have the mind of 
Christ in all of our thoughts, actions, de-
sires, relationships.   
 
We cannot straddle the fence. “Do not love 
the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15). As au-
thor Tim Challies reminds us: There is a 
stark contrast here between two opposing 
options: We can love the world, or we can 
love God, but we cannot love both. We can 
follow and obey the world, or we can follow 
and obey God, but we cannot serve two 
masters. Only one will own our heart, only 
one can claim our ultimate allegiance. 
That choice lies before us. … To love the 
world is to value what unbelievers value, to 
foster ungodly desires and attitudes, to in-
dulge in what is delightful to those who re-
fuse to delight in God. 
 
Those who love the world naturally suc-
cumb to worldliness. Worldliness is a failure 
to renew our minds by the Word of God so 
we can live in a manner pleasing to God. It 
is the failure to think and live in distinctly 

godly ways. It is the failure to become who 
God has called us to be through the gospel. 
 
Just as with my garden, holiness must be 
cultivated and worldliness rooted out – the 
two can’t co-exist. As Challies also writes: 
“while godliness requires tenacity, world-
liness takes only apathy. Whereas we can 
easily coast into worldliness, we will not at-
tain the least godliness without persistence.”  
It’s an ongoing battle against the weeds in 
our life trying to choke out our love for 
Christ.  And it’s a daily nurturing of the 
good seed which God has planted in our 
lives by being faithful in prayer, devotions, 
and living in communion with the Lord.  
 
May John Owens plea by ours as well:  “On 
Christ’s glory I would fix all my thoughts 
and desires, and the more I see of the glory 
of Christ, the more the painted beauties of 
this world will wither in my eyes and I will 
be more and more crucified to this world.” 
 
“Having therefore these promises, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God.” 
 (I Corinthians 7:1) 
 
 
Holiness and serious Christian living are not 
popular in this world, but they are our duty, 
required by God. God's demand that our 
lives be holy is not a stifling and burden-
some requirement of His people.  It is the 
gracious and loving call of God to His chil-
dren to share in His holiness. In obeying, we 
show ourselves to be like our Father, who 
Himself is holy. 
 
There is no middle ground between Christ 
and holiness on the one side, and the world 
and sin on the other. Yet the world's lies of 
wisdom, wealth, and pleasure can pose a 
real temptation for the Christian. It takes ef-
fort and concentration on the believer's part, 
as well as the grace of God, to reject the 
habits of his past life. 
 
Thoughts for personal/family worship on 
I Peter 1 & 2, from Family Worship Bible 
Guide – see enclosed response card for 
ordering information. 
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Imagine inheriting a barn that held ex-
tremely fond memories for you. More than 
mere nostalgia, care-free and happy days of 
hard work and hard play run barefoot 
through your mind, bringing a smile to your 
face and a forgotten peace to your mind. 
Upon inspection, though, the report reveals 
that the siding is full of holes, in need of 
paint, and the framework is termite-ridden. 
Your heart breaks at the thought of a wreck-
ing crew coming in or the idea of allowing 
time and the termites to take their natural 
course of action.  
 
The cost would be immense; but if you were 
willing to give up everything and pour your 
resources into this beloved structure, it 
might just be possible to save it. Of course 
this would mean that it would become your 
home, your workspace, and a place that, out 
of necessity, more memories would be 
made and passed on to your children. What 
an exciting prospect! 
 
You’ve come to terms; you’re ready. What 
if, then, a contractor came along and told 
you he could make it as good as new by just 
fixing the holes and putting on a fresh coat 
of paint? What if another came along and 
said he would put on new steel siding and 
the repair would be a mere fraction of the 
cost? Only a fool would find relief in such 
solutions. What about the rotting frame-
work? “THAT is no solution - only wasted 
time, effort, and resource,” you would shout 
to those who offer only a cosmetic answer 
to what is an internal danger to your well-
loved barn.  
 
Dear Reader, that precious, inherited barn is 
our nation; the termite-infested framework 
is our sinful core; the fresh paint and cos-
metic repair is political and social action; 
and the new steel siding is any other form 
of government – like socialism/com-
munism. I pray you can see that any ac-

tion void of repentance is no real action 
at all. 
 
The need for repentance, virtue, and holy 
living cannot be overstated; ancient Israel 
learned it and our founders believed the 
Biblical example and admonitions regard-
ing it.  
 
George Washington, in his first inaugural 
address stated, “…the propitious smiles of 
Heaven can never be expected on a nation 
that disregards the eternal rules of order 
and right, which Heaven itself has or-
dained.” Of course Solomon said it first, 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is 
a reproach to any people.” 
 
The “Father of our country” hadn’t changed 
his mind on these matters seven years later, 
stating in his farewell address: “Of all the 
dispositions and habits which lead to polit-
ical prosperity, Religion and morality are 
indispensable supports. In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of Patriotism, who 
should labour to subvert these great Pillars 
of human happiness, these firmest props of 
the duties of Men and citizens. The mere 
Politician, equally with the pious man ought 
to respect and to cherish them.” Recogniz-
ing that even education itself cannot save a 
nation, “Whatever may be conceded to the 
influence of refined education on minds of 
peculiar structure, reason and experience 
both forbid us to expect that National mo-
rality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle.” Looking to the wise man again, 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” 
 
More than historical rhetoric, this shows the 
heart of our nation at its founding. We rec-
ognized the need for virtue and Christianity. 
Throughout our history we knew the need 
of and gave calls for “days of humiliation” 
and repentance. Without true brokenness 
and repentance our inherited barn will 
fall! No matter what good outward actions 
we take, if we do not humble ourselves be-
fore the God of all creation, confessing that 
He is right and we have sinned only against 
Him, our beams will continue to rot and be 
eaten through. We will collapse from the in-
side out. 

Perhaps the best way to describe this vital 
need is to quote from Dr. Beeke’s Family 
Worship Bible Guide, when speaking of 
Nehemiah and Ezra’s efforts to rebuild Je-
rusalem. “Just like the walls of Jerusalem 
provided physical protection, so the pre-
cepts of God provide spiritual safety. Re-
building the walls without returning to the 
Word of God would be foolish.”  
 
“... except you repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.”  - Jesus 
 
It is not so much a person or a party that is 
the cause of our troubles; it the heart of this 
nation. It is the desperate need for repen-
tance. More than political activism, more 
than social activism, more than anything, 
we need the Holy Spirit to stir up an activ-
ism in our soul that leads to holiness; you 
understand that by holiness I mean godly, 
righteous living according to the precepts of 
Scripture.  
 
In repentance we not only humble ourselves 
realizing that God’s way is the only way, we 
know that He is our only Hope and our de-
pendence is completely on Him; therefore, 
we are frequently directing our prayer heav-
enward. In brokenness we seek His face and 
His will, knowing His love for us. In each 
of these areas we are sanctified daily, turn-
ing from anything that hinders our relation-
ship with Him. Have we put our trust or 
hope in anything other than the Savior?   
 
Look at this nation and see where we have 
taken it. The real question is, “Whose barn 
is it?” Is it our barn to continue doing as we 
please with it, fighting with others as to how 
we think it should be sided or repaired? Or 
is it God’s barn? If so, we need to humble 
ourselves, trusting in His covenantal recon-
struction; pray for His guidance; cling to the 
Truth; and take the responsibility of repen-
tance seriously. It IS the Lord’s barn and we 
are His workmen. 
 
Repentance reminds us that we have a 
greater inheritance than this beloved barn. 
For those who are in Christ will receive "an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you," 1 Peter 1:4 
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As I write, the sun is shining, the birds are 
chirping, and I’m looking at the dandelions 
growing in my yard.  Growing, I might add, 
although I mowed them down only yester-
day. Yet, here they are, resilient as ever. 

This little annoyance of nature reminds me 
of some of the things I’ve been reading 
lately, including Adam’s curse that plagues 
us still of “thorns and thistles,” but more so 
the history of the early church that I’ve been 
looking at with my son lately. He’s six and 
I thought it would be good for he and my 
eight year-old daughter to have a sense of 
the deep roots of our faith. So I procured a 
church history book geared towards stu-
dents, though still a little advanced for him, 
and we started flipping through it.  

I realized pretty quickly that I was going to 
have to explain the word “persecution” to 
him. It started, of course, with Paul’s perse-
cution of the early church and the martyr-
dom of Stephen; then it went on to the 
apostles, then the figures of the post-apos-
tolic church: Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Mar-
tyr, Cyprian, and those are just the ones 
whose names we know. It took almost 300 
years before Christianity wasn’t defined by 
persecution and martyrdom.  

Our spiritual ancestors were used for can-
dles and fed to lions for entertainment and 
this torture was done publicly to dissuade 
the growth of the church, yet the faith ex-
ploded, like the dandelions in my yard. 

When I cut one down, I plant 100 more.  

Persecution of Christians is not a thing of 
the past, of course. Canadian pastors have 
been imprisoned for following scripture’s 
command to worship together rather than 
the government’s Covid regulations, and 
this pales in comparison to what happens in 
places like China, Iran, and North Korea.  

In China, according to the Council on For-
eign Relations, there around 100 million 
protestants, with fewer than 30 million at-
tending the Communist government ap-
proved registered church. The CFL reports 
that “The number of Chinese Protestants 
has grown by an average of 10 percent an-
nually since 1979. By some estimates, 
China is on track to have the world’s largest 
population of Christians by 2030.” This is 
in spite of government resistance to church 
growth, made plain in the sentencing of 
Pastor Wang Yi to nine years in prison. 

Iran is also experiencing an “explosion” of 
church growth, some estimating by 5% per 
year, and numbering near one million ad-
herents, up from a mere 500 in 1979. Open 
Doors says that for Christians in Iran, “Se-
cret churches are often raided, and their 
leaders and members have been arrested 
and given long prison sentences for ‘crimes 
against national security.’” 

Open Doors estimates that North Korea is 
home to about 300,000 Christians who wor-
ship in underground churches, but asks for 
prayer for  the more than 50,000 Christians 
held in detention centers and prison camps. 

As we pray for our brothers and sisters 
around the world, we ought also to study 
their example of endurance. Until now, 
there hasn’t been a time in our nation where 
being a Christian hasn’t been an advantage 
in most circumstances, but now we seem to 
be entering a time when a Christian faith is 
a mark against you. Of course, we don’t 
know what the next decades will hold, but 
when we look at our culture’s trajectory and 
the implications of its worldview, we can 
imagine having to endure atrocities – or at 
least annoyances - because of our faith, as 
Christians around the world do now. And 
because of the lack of attention we’ve paid 
to the suffering of fellow believers around 
the world, past and present, we can almost 
not even imagine going through it our-
selves. 

May we be dandelions. May we share the 
good news of the gospel in the midst of  ma-
lignance and persecution, may we re-
member that we serve Someone who 
conquered the world by dying. 

My yard butts up to a hayfield, and the dan-
delions in that hayfield get a chance to grow 
a lot taller before they’re once more cut 
down to size. As a kid, I remember picking 
dandelions on two foot stems, amazed at 
their size. We can draw a lesson from this 
too. 

The dandelions always grow tall enough to 
stick their heads up above the grass, or crab 
grass, or alfalfa or whatever they’re grow-
ing in. If they didn’t, the wind wouldn’t 
catch their fluff, and the seeds wouldn’t be 
carried away to take root in some poor 
schmuck’s yard. 

So again, let us be dandelions! Let us grow 
in our faith, and in knowledge, and in wis-
dom. Let us grow our relationships, our 
families, and our businesses. With our fruits 
(or seeds, to maintain the metaphor) where 
they can be seen by all, we’ll flourish while 
we can. When we’re cut down, we’ll spread 
the Truth. 

Who knew such an annoying weed could be 
such an inspiration? 

 

 

 
 
 
Two of the most encouraging words found 
throughout the Bible are the simple little 
words, “but God.”  For example, in Gen-
esis, Joseph says: “you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good.”   
 
As we look around at the turmoil and strife 
within our nation, we can easily lose sight 
of the fact that God’s plan is unfolding.  
Evildoers are striving to impose Marxism 
and undermine the Constitution and the rule 
law.  However, Psalm 49 says: “They are 
like sheep and are destined to die. … But 
God will redeem me from the realm of the 
dead.”  So, when day after day we’re bom-
barded with bad news, we find hope and joy 
in the Lord – no matter what the future 
brings.  As II Chronicles 20 reminds us, 
“Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of 
this great multitude, for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s.” 
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