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The Awful Truth
By Steve Huston

We MUST know our enemy if we would
have any hope of defeating the enemy. In
recent decades, Americans have had much
difficulty in both understanding who our
enemies are and what their goals are. We’ve
been infiltrated—our government, our
schools, our universities, our churches, our
communities—have been invaded by the
enemy. As Pogo said, "We have met the
enemy and he is us!" We are not experiencing social distancing—it’s social conditioning that’s being forced upon us!
We, the American people (and most of the
world), have allowed ourselves to be conditioned to fear, conditioned to believe in a
non-existent crisis, and conditioned to believe that the government has our best interest at heart. I’m not saying that the
COVID-19 virus isn’t deadly or very contagious – it is! I’m not discounting the
deaths that have occurred—primarily for
people with already compromised immune
systems or acute health issues—but it is
NOT the crisis that we were made to believe
it is! And even if it were, what we failed
to realize is that our best weapon against
all these things is our freedom—and we
handed that over without a fight! Our Constitution doesn’t become null and void during a time of crisis. Lawlessness must
NEVER reign or there is opportunity for
the opportunist to convince people of a crisis, grab the reins, and drive our country,
with its fear-filled people, to things we

would never rationally do, clinging to a
false promise of safety. Dear Reader, THE
PRICE IS TOO HIGH!
Had we recognized that there are those in
high positions, at the state and national
levels, that are enemies of freedom and
enemies of our country, maybe we would
have had the courage that former President
Ronald Reagan spoke of. “You and I have
the courage to say to our enemies, there
is a price we will not pay, there is a point
beyond which they must not advance.”
But we didn’t.
We didn’t have the courage to confront draconian governors or national authorities,
saying, “You are not acting constitutionally;
this is outside your enumerated powers. We
are people with freedoms given to us by
God, freedoms that you took an oath to protect. The law limits you, not me!” We were
short-sighted and are now paying a price
that we would not be paying had we held
our freedoms dear and if we had respected
the law of our land.
Vladimir Lenin, speaking about moving a
cause forward, once said: “Probe with a
bayonet: if you meet steel, stop. If you meet
mush, then push.” Had we held our inalienable rights—our freedoms—with a grip of
steel in one hand and held on to the Constitution and Bill of Rights, with just as much
tenacity, in the other, it’s likely that they

would have withdrawn. Instead, we showed
mush; they advanced and are advancing.
We’ve become so used to unconstitutionality that we neglected to say, “There is a
point beyond which they must not advance.”
Homeowners allowed them to unconstitutionally tell us who can and cannot be in our
house. If they can get away with that, next
they will unlawfully force themselves or
others into our homes against our will. Individuals allowed them to unconstitutionally tell us what we must wear if we
want to shop or do business (even when it’s
now proven harmful), the distance we must
stand from one another, and if we are essential or not. Business owners complied with
unconstitutional orders to close their businesses and those that stayed open agreed to
follow guidelines unconstitutionally forced
upon them. Private schools and universities succumbed to the unconstitutional pressure to send their students home.
Surely the church would stand strong, right?
After all, the early church went through all
manner of persecution and they didn’t have
a First Amendment and Constitution to
stand behind. They proclaimed, “We must
obey God rather than man.” A discerning
church would certainly recognize the numerous inconsistencies laid down by selfproclaimed overlords, right? Alas,
[Continued on Page 3]
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Personal Note from the President
spending time with Him throughout the day
- day by day, week by week, through all our
years.
Some reading this are much older than Jan
and I. However, now at 73 I won't be able
to say that much longer. I am definitely
showing age in my face and body, yet I’m
thankful God continues to give me the drive
to serve Him in this ministry. Youth seems
lengthy at the time, but it is very fleeting as
older folks will say and as the Bible tells us.
I am writing this on the day of Jan’s and my
50th wedding anniversary.
As I write on this early morning, I am doing
my devotions as I have done faithfully for
most of those 50 years.
While doing my devotions, I came to C.H.
Spurgeon's Morning by Morning. The verse
used is Psalm 107:7 which states: “He led
them forth by the right way.”
In my devotions, I frequently write little
notes like “excellent” or “timely” or “you
need this for today.”
In the margins of this devotional page I
wrote these various phrases. From 2014:
“In Tupelo, Mississippi (AFA headquarters); spoke at chapel. Lunch with Don
and Lynda Wildmon. Dinner with Buddy
and Randall.
What a very, very special time that was to
honor our then 44th anniversary and have
time with Don Wildmon and Lynda, his precious wife. I cherish the time we had together of intimate conversation and
fellowship with old friends at AFA headquarters.
Now six years later in 2020, the news of our
current day is so vastly different, or it could
be said, the news of the day is harsh, ugly,
chaotic - in sharp contrast to a mere six
years ago.
As each of us, whether young or old, consider our own personal histories, we can see
the good times and the bad times. Both are
fleeting. In the years that God gives to us,
He calls us to look to Him. He calls us to
have a personal relationship with Him in
salvation, of course, first; and through

God speaks of this throughout Scripture to
help us learn to number our days and to look
to Him constantly.
I fear that many have casual relationships
with the Lord throughout their years. That
has become one of the bigger burdens in my
life and in my ministry for my loved ones,
and really all my friends and acquaintances.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the
word of the Lord endures forever.
Yet God is faithful. As we grow in fellowship with the Lord, we learn to look to Him
and trust in Him and see his faithful hand as
He does that work in us that no one else can
possibly do. What a mystery! He produces
fruit within us. Love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness ….
Spurgeon's devotion on this day, May 22,
gets to the essence of it all. Consider it well,
dear friend. Look to God in these days and
always.
"He led them forth by the right way."
~ Psalm 107:7
Changeful experience often leads the anxious believer to inquire "Why is it thus with
me?" I looked for light, but lo, darkness
came; for peace, but behold, trouble. I said
in my heart, my mountain standeth firm; I
shall never be moved. Lord, thou dost hide
thy face, and I am troubled. It was but yesterday that I could read my title clear; today
my evidences are bedimmed, and my hopes
are clouded.
Yesterday, I could climb to Pisgah's top, and
view the landscape o'er, and rejoice with
confidence in my future inheritance; today,
2

my spirit has no hopes, but many fears; no
joys, but much distress. Is this part of God's
plan with me? Can this be the way in which
God would bring me to heaven?
Yes, it is even so. The eclipse of your faith,
the darkness of your mind, the fainting of
your hope, all these things are but parts of
God's method of making you ripe for the
great inheritance upon which you shall
soon enter.
These trials are for the testing and strengthening of your faith--they are waves that
wash you further upon the rock--they are
winds which waft your ship the more swiftly
towards the desired haven. According to
David's words, so it might be said of you,
"So he bringeth them to their desired
haven."
By honour and dishonour, by evil report and
by good report, by plenty and by poverty, by
joy and by distress, by persecution and by
peace, by all these things is the life of your
souls maintained, and by each of these are
you helped on your way.
Oh, think not, believer, that your sorrows
are out of God's plan; they are necessary
parts of it. "We must, through much tribulation, enter the kingdom." Learn, then,
even to "count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations."
"O let my trembling soul be still,
And wait thy wise, thy holy will!
I cannot, Lord, thy purpose see,
Yet all is well since ruled by thee."
~ C.H Spurgeon, Morning by Morning
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The Awful Truth
[Continued from Page 1]
than to convince them that they have been
fooled.” The only way out of this is to
admit our error and move wisely forward, constitutionally every step of the
way.

Churches felt unconstitutionally pressured
to fall in line and close their doors, lest they
wrongly be called uncaring or rebellious to
Romans 13 or have the state come against
them. Only now are they beginning to
open, timidly and beggarly, almost like
Dickens’ Oliver Twist—hands out saying,
“More please.” Is there no way to show
compassion for the sick and still live out a
Christian witness emboldened by a spirit of
power, love, and a sound mind? Yes, there
is!
Some will be angered by these words; but
we must remember that with great freedom
comes great responsibility. We must take
responsibility for what we have allowed
(even for a short while). When told that
our freedoms were no longer ours and that
an overreaching government would decide
which freedoms would be doled out to us
and in what measure, we should have said,
“NO! Not for a minute!” The thing about
power is, that like Chinese food, it leaves
the eater hungry for more soon after. We
thought we were being reasonable; we
were being foolish. Those whose motives
were to sacrifice freedom for safety should
be reminded that our founders believed in
self-government first and foremost. If you
choose to limit your actions, that’s your
right—your freedom; but neither you nor
the government can lawfully limit someone
else’s freedom of movement, assembly,
speech, government redress, the Second
Amendment, or anything that is outside the
enumerated powers specifically given to our
governing bodies. Asking everyone to walk
in lock-step with unconstitutional executive
orders or shaming them for standing for
their liberties, because of your fear, lacks
the compassion for others that you claim
freedom lovers lack for you. The fact is
we’ve all been fooled; but like Mark Twain
wisely noticed, “It's easier to fool people

It’s easier and more comfortable to blame
someone else; but that’s not helpful. There
are many people we could blame; but if we
want to emerge victorious, we must not fall
into victimhood mentality. We may want to
blame the Chinese for our imminent economic troubles; but if the truth be told, we
destroyed our own economy. Nationally
speaking, freedom is our weapon against
all global attacks. Had the federal, state,
and local governments followed the Constitution rather than trading on fear; and had
"We, the People" stood for our rights en
masse, our economy would still be strong,
our freedoms would be intact, and (perhaps)
we would have set pace for the rest of the
world to follow. We needed to follow God's
Word and our Constitution. Our hope is in
the Lord; but we have a responsibility to
live correctly too. Lord, help us!
Part of living correctly is speaking correctly,
combating lies and speaking truth from a rational mind. Let us live out our freedoms,
passionately and compassionately explaining how they are our best weapon against
Leftist lies, tyranny, and the well-planned
globalist agendas that are beating against
our Biblical and Constitutional foundations.
Help others to understand that short-sighted
compliance is NOT showing compassion to
anyone; to lose our freedoms, economy, national sovereignty, or any number of things
will bring a greater destruction than the flulike virus that has been placed before us. We
must confront their irrational fears with rational truth, while still showing compassion
to their body, mind, and soul. “We know that
words cannot move mountains, but they can
move the multitudes, and men are more
ready to fight and die for a word than for
anything else. Words shape thought, stir
feeling and beget action; they kill and revive, corrupt and cure.” (Eric Hoffer)
For too long we have allowed the evil of the
Left to control the narrative. Instead of
laughing at their foolishness, simply preenting the facts that combat their lies, or re3

maining silent because we dislike contention, we need to continually, incessantly, be
pointing to the truth of God’s Word and the
lawfulness of the Constitution. We must
make sure that all are held up to the standard of the Law of the Land. Do we really
care about the totality of our freedoms; or
will we just pick those which we feel are
important?
This is bigger than us, our families, our
community, and even our nation. It’s bigger
than this pandemic; it affects the world at
large. We must open our eyes to the agenda
that has boldly unfolded before us and listen
to Trevor Loudon’s word of warning: “This
is a point I think Americans need to comprehend. If America goes down economically, it will go down militarily. If America
goes down militarily, we ALL go down.
The free world is finished; and it will be
finished for a very, very long time.”
Some will accuse me of not being compassionate. I can’t think of anything more compassionate than speaking the truth and
urging my fellowman to follow that truth.
In a nutshell, this is the fact: When we succumb to and follow unconstitutional
edicts or laws presented by authorities
behaving in a lawless manner, we too
have become lawless. We are NOT following the law of the land nor are we following
Scripture at that point. We must take responsibility for our actions, repent of those
actions which are unbiblical, and pray for
boldness to live correctly. Let us live in our
God-given freedoms and constitutionally
make the changes necessary to put America
back on track. Be fooled no more; be discerning.
Speak the truth with love and grace. Jesus’
words are true both temporally and eternally. “And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” (John
8:32)
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What Coronavirus Can Teach Us About the Electoral College
By Chris Johnson
One example would be a bill which came
up in Michigan a few years ago about hunting wolves in the Upper Peninsula. The
people whose pets and livestock were being
threatened by the wolves live 300 miles
north of the majority of voters in the Detroit
area whose closest encounter with a wolf is
watching Balto. So, of course, the measure
failed.
Every cloud has its silver lining, as they say.
Here’s a bright side to ruminate on with this
whole pandemic (or Dem panic, if you
prefer) – think of all the election coverage
we’ve missed out on over the past few
months! I’ve been dreading the 2020 election since 2016, assuming that it would be
non-stop back and forth mudslinging and
name-calling, and so far there’s been comparably little of that, for which I am oh so
grateful.
And as much as I hate to remind people
about what will be happening in November,
I am also loath to return the focus to the omnipresent topic of Covid-19 and the reaction
thereto, but here I’m about to do both.
It occurred to me that in the ancient world
– circa 2016 – there was much discussion
about the veracity of the Electoral College.
As we have often been reminded, Hillary
Clinton won the popular vote in 2016, reminding Democrats, who hadn’t thought of
it much since 2000, how much they hated
that thing and this prompted the right to resuscitate the arguments for its existence –
namely that it protects the representation of
the more sparsely populated citizenry.
When, as in Michigan, the dense metropolises vote one way and the rural population,
which have vastly different priorities, votes
the other, the city dwellers, which often outnumber the rural communities, would disenfranchise their fellow citizens, simply out
of ignorance of what life is like outside of
the city.

We can see exactly how this plays out on a
bigger scale in the various states’ responses
to the Coronavirus pandemic. Let’s look at
the state of Illinois as an example. According to the New York Times’ interactive map
(shown above), Illinois currently has the
most Covid-19 cases outside of New York,
with over seventy nine thousand in the entire state. Over fifty three thousand of those
cases and 2,300 deaths are in Cook County,
which is Chicago, and the vast majority of
remaining cases are in the counties surrounding it.
At the opposite corner of the state from Chicago, with roughly 15,500 residents, Mercer
County, Illinois, has had twelve cases of
Covid and zero deaths. Many of the
counties surrounding it have zero cases according to the Times’ map.
Of course, the people in Mercer county
have much less trouble tripping over each
other than the 5.2 million people who live
within the 945 square miles of Cook County
– and yet these two counties are treated exactly the same under Illinois’ governor’s
order. Not only are you far less likely to
come into contact with an infected person
in a rural community, but if you were infected you’d have far fewer people in your
immediate vicinity to expose to it, thus a
smaller infection and death rate.
The same could be said for every state,
under a stay at home order – the outbreaks
occur where people live on top of each
other. By the way, the reason I used Illinois
as an example is that a judge recently placed
a restraining order on their governor’s authority to extend their state of emergency
through May 30th. A state Representative for
a rural district, Darren Bailey, had sued the
governor, because his legal authority
granted by a state of emergency lasted only
thirty days, which expired on April 8. The
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order technically only applies to Rep. Bailey, but it opens the door for others to follow
him and provides legal precedent for future
suits. According to the Federalist, “Bailey
says he was hoping to push Pritzker into
creating a ‘more realistic plan’ reflecting
the fact that Illinois is such a diverse region,
requiring different approaches for the
mostly rural Downstate and metropolitan
Chicago.”
Whatever the constitutionality of telling
anyone they may not earn a living for themselves, the justification for these stay at
home orders was that it would keep people
safe and healthy. But the measures necessary to keep 29 people per square mile of
Mercer County safe are certainly not the
same measures required to keep the 5,686
people per square mile of Cook County
safe.
In the same way, the next time the Electoral
College is besmirched, remember that the
interests of those rural citizens are very different from urban community interest, but
are equally vital and valid.
The people who make the bread have different priorities than those who buy the
bread.
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When the Wicked Rule
By Lisa Van Houten
a local restaurant that opened its doors. Los
Angeles is shutting off power and water to
“non-essential” businesses that remain
open. Solitary beach goers and paddleboarders in the ocean have been arrested. And
in Colorado, a father – a former state
trooper - was handcuffed in front of his sixyear-old daughter for playing softball with
her in a park.
We’ve seen the adage play out before our
eyes: “power corrupts, and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.” We flattened
the curve. Over half of the nation’s counties
have had no Covid-19 deaths while the majority of Covid deaths are in only 1% of
U.S. counties. The vast majority of hospitals which waited for a wave of patients that
never came, sit relatively empty. Yet still,
as the months drag on under the hyped-up
pandemic, leftist government officials not
only have refused to let go of their unconstitutional power grab, many are wielding
that power to vindictively punish their subjects – otherwise known as citizens. Not because there is a sound, scientific reason
behind their actions, but just because they
can.
In Michigan, when a judge ruled in favor of
a 77-year-old barber who had opened up his
shop, Governor Whitmer’s administration
retaliated by revoking the barber’s license
to operate. As attorney Dave Kallman
stated, “They’ve actually done it without a
hearing - without any due process. It’s an
unbelievable abuse of power.”
In Oregon, a salon owner bucked the governor’s shutdown and opened her shop on
May 5. “Everyone’s job is essential,” she
stated, “not because what we do or how we
do it, but because it’s how we make our living.” Not only was she fined $14,000, but
on May 8, three days after she reopened her
shop, Child Protection Services showed up
at her door stating they had a claim that her
home was unfit. As she told Breitbart
News: "None of this is warranted. These
are all bogus claims. Our home is completely safe and always has been, so this is
definitely some kind of vendetta, sending a
government agency after my family."
In Texas, a Sheriff Dept. SWAT team raided

Could you ever imagine such things occurring in the “land of the free?” Equally
concerning is how easily millions of Americans have relinquished their freedom. Like
good little socialists, they look to government to take care of them. “I’m from the
government and I’m here to help.” The
nine most terrifying words in the English
language, according to Ronald Reagan. It’s
even truer today.
Yet raise the concern that tens of millions
have lost jobs, many of which aren’t coming
back; that countless small business owners
have lost everything they spent decades
building; that hundreds of doctors are raising the alarm that people are dying – not
from Covid – but from being denied “nonessential” medical procedures – and you’ll
be accused of wanting granny to die. Democrat governors lecture from podiums about
“saving lives,” while we’re now discovering that the governors in New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Michigan - all
Democrats – set polices which allowed,
even required in some cases, that nursing
homes take Covid positive patients, leading
to the deaths of literally thousands of the
most vulnerable.
Leftists talk a good game about their altruistic motives, but evidence would indicate
that their motivation isn’t so much to help
the millions of their citizens who are suffering, but rather to keep an iron-clad grip on
their newly-found power, while setting
wheels in motion to insure they keep it.
“Never letting a good crisis go to waste,”
Democrats are using the Panic of 2020 to
push for nationwide mail-in voting, a system rife with fraud. In 2012 the Pew Research Center reported: “Approximately 24
million voter registrations in the United
States—one of every eight—are no longer
valid or have significant inaccuracies.”
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John Cenkner of Palmdale, CA died in
2003. However, records show that he still
managed to vote in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008
and 2010. And that’s not an isolated occurrence. An investigative reporter found that
hundreds of “dead” voters had also voted in
Los Angeles County elections.
With mail-in voting, The Epoch Times explains, “somewhere along the way, one or
more government officials have to view the
marked ballot to process it, which means,
unlike with in-person voting, it’s not a secret ballot.”
If people can stand in line at a grocery store,
why not at the polls? Of course, we’ve always allowed absentee voting for those incapable of getting to the polls, but if ballots
are automatically sent to everyone on the
voter rolls – and there’s 24 million ineligible voters on the rolls – you can image the
incredible likelihood for fraud. In addition,
according to a federal elections commission, 28.3 million mail-in ballots have
“gone missing” in elections since 2012.
That’s 1 out of 5 absentee ballots which
have “somehow” disappeared.
As Tony Perkins reports: “In California,
anyone can walk into an elections office and
hand over truckloads of vote-by-mail envelopes with ballots inside - no questions
asked, no verified records kept. In 2018,
there were stories of Democrats all across
the state knocking on doors to either ‘help’
people vote or pick up their ballots for supposed delivery. What’s to stop someone
from trashing those ballots? Or, as officials
in Texas discovered, vote for you? ‘The harvesters sit around and fill these out by the
hundreds, often by the thousands,’ said one
political consultant.”
“The reality is,” Perkins continued, “Democrats are only forcing this issue because
they think it’ll help them win.”
Proverbs 29:2 says, “when the wicked
rule, the people groan.” Many of us have
been doing a lot of justified groaning as we
see what’s taking place around us. However, as we do so, let’s turn our groans into
prayers for God’s mercy.
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Hitting the Reset Button
By Steve Huston
create a “crisis,” causing world-wide fear,
in order to hit the reset button.

How do you see yourself - a citizen of the
world or a citizen of the United States of
America? While U.S. sovereignty, self-governance, American citizenship, and patriotism are being denigrated in our schools, by
Leftist politics, and by the media, terms like
global government, global governance, and
global citizenship are words and ideas that
are being lifted up. It’s important that we
hold to the previous and recognize the
dangers of the latter; explaining, to our children and others, the benefits of self-governance and freedom, while urging people to
wake up and recognize the dangers of
worldwide communism—globalism. Curtis
Bowers (producer of the films AGENDA
and AGENDA 2) plainly describes some of
these dangers. “The farther away from the
people power is positioned, the less effective it will be in protecting the individual,
and providing peace, freedom, security,
and the rule of law.”
This has been the goal of world-wide elites
for much longer than most would imagine;
but the United States with its founding documents, freedom-loving patriots, and hold
to self-governance has stood in their way.
Patiently and slowly moving their agenda
along, they have been eroding our Biblical
and Constitutional foundations, understanding that too big of a sudden push might
wake up the masses instead of only a handful of patriots. Now, having twisted the
minds of a majority of our children from the
last two generations through propagandalike education; preying upon the avarice of
adults; shaming the church into loosening
its standards; and much more listed in Cleon
Skousen’s The Naked Communist; we are
ripe for the picking. These globalists have
taken a real flu (COVID-19) with real
deaths; have falsely attributed a greater
number of deaths to this flu; and have used
inflated statistics and technical experts to

Around the world, through fear, citizens
of almost every country have seen their
freedoms reduced, their economy either
destroyed or greatly hindered, their citizenry pitted against one another, and all
these things will lead to even greater secondary death tolls. All this hurt and chaos
has been orchestrated and pushed upon the
world so that an economic and global governance reset button can be pushed. This is
evil! Will Americans fearfully and willingly
fall in line with this or will we take the freedoms that God has given us and stand, having done all to stand in this evil day?
We have also seen on a global level greater
use of invasive technology to track and control the populace of the world. With facial
recognition, artificial intelligence (AI), a
push for digital currency, audio/visual components put in our electronics that can be
used for spying, and the feeling of justification for unleashed tyrannical actions against
a country’s populace, globalism is breathing
down the necks of all people.
In America, drones have been used to ensure social distancing and people have willingly accept contact tracing. There is talk of
a mandatory world-wide vaccine for this
flu. It’s a vaccine that some believe will
have the ability to tie us to 5G (“the internet
of things”), change our DNA, and grant or
deny us the freedoms to buy, sell, or travel,
dependent upon whether we take this vaccine into our bodies or not. There are those
in positions of authority that say we do not
have the right to refuse such a vaccination;
yes, we do! Every human around the world
has the inalienable right to say, “No!” We,
as Americans, have the right to say, “No,”
protected by our Constitution. We must
know our rights, know the Constitution,
and stand up for the rights of every
American. Hit the Constitutional reset
button!
If these globalists and technocrats are successful at hitting the reset button, all freedom will be a thing of the past, greater and
more invasive technology will be pushed
upon us, and it will be a very, very long time
6

before freedom will ring again. As former
President Reagan said, “You and I have a
rendezvous with destiny. We will preserve
for our children this, the last best hope of
man on earth, or we will sentence them to
take the first step into a thousand years of
darkness. If we fail, at least let our children and our children’s children say of us
we justified our brief moment here. We did
all that could be done.”
What can we do? (Thoughts from Curtis
Bowers, Patrick Wood, and this author)
* Help others understand the gravity of the
situation. Left or Right; Democrat, Republican, or Independent; no one wants someone else to have complete control over
them. In globalism, all the power belongs to
just a few individuals and the masses have
no rights. You won’t win them all; but don’t
let fear stop you from warning all and winning some.
* Be connected to others who hold the
same worldview. Get to know those who are
in the military, law enforcement, elected officials, and others. Help them to understand
that they have taken an oath to protect us
and to uphold the Constitution.
* Be prepared with food, medicine, and necessities, having extra so that we can be a
blessing to those around us.
* Don’t play the role assigned to you. Stand
on your Constitutional rights; but be responsible.
* Pray for our president, our country, and
prepare yourself mentally, physically, spiritually, and economically for uncertain
times.
* From a resistance point of view: Think
globally and act local. It’s easier to stand locally and affect change there.
* Become an ardent student of the Bible how it applies to all areas of life and how it
applies to the times in which we live
Above all, keep these words of C.T. Studd
in mind, “Only one life,’twill soon be past;
Only what’s done for Christ will last.”
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Replaced by the Masters of Spin
By Chris Johnson
Along with accruing viewership and making a profit, news organizations these days
have another motivation – extreme political bias. Under the Trump administration,
most no longer even try to hide it.

I remember a time when my little town was
all abuzz with news of a huge storm coming. The scuttlebutt was that it would be the
storm of the century with more rain and
higher winds and more damage then we’d
had in decades! Curious, I went to a local
news website and, sure enough, there it was
on the home page – “Storm of the Century,”
“what to expect,” “how to prepare,” etc.
Looking for more specifics, I went to the
weather section of the news site to get a prediction, and do you know what the forecast
was? Something along the lines of “mostly
cloudy, 40% chance of rain, strong winds
possible.” Sure enough, the “storm of the
century” passed over uneventfully. In fact,
I don’t think that it even rained, but it did
drive home a lesson for me. There was evidently the slim possibility of massive damage, and it was to the news organizations’
advantage to enhance that possibility to get
more viewers and web traffic.
As the band Switchfoot puts it, “Begging
the question, mongering fears, stroking the
eyes and tickling ears. The truth is seldom
just as it appears. We're selling the news.”
Here’s a more recent example of the news
media’s ulterior motives. You may have
heard of the $3 trillion “stimulus” package
passed by House Democrats a few weeks
ago which included another $1,200 check
for pretty much everyone in the United
States. Once folks heard that they might be
getting $1,200 more of “free money,” of
course, the measure became a trending
Google search. And do you think the headlines at the top of those search results were
reports on how ludicrous it was to dump $3
trillion dollars of valueless money into a
sputtering economy? Of course not, they
were reports by ABC, NBC, and CNN on
how Senate Republicans were sure to
squash the bill. The clear message being,
“Democrats want to give you money, but
Republicans won’t let them.”

In fact, some, if not most, in the media feel
they have a moral obligation to either stand
for or against the President’s policies, often
before they even hear them. Of course,
we’ve been watching how that’s played out
in vivid color for the past twelve years, at
least.
But it becomes a problem on a whole new
level when journalists are charged with reporting on a non-political story – like
Covid-19 – with massive political implications.
The American people need the truth on this
subject, and not just the truth that confirms
reporters’ political biases, and not just the
truth that pays the bills.
For example, did you know that the computer program used by the Imperial College
to create the model which predicted millions of American deaths in a matter of
months and was part of the basis for nationwide lockdown has been shown to be unreliable? Computer scientists David Richards
and Konstantin Boudnik wrote a piece for
the prestigious U.K. news site, The Telegraph, “Imperial College’s modeling of nonpharmaceutical interventions for Covid-19
which helped persuade the UK and other
countries to bring in draconian lockdowns… could go down in history as the
most devastating software mistake of all
time, in terms of economic costs and lives
lost.”
But, if you search, as I did, for “Imperial
College Coronavirus Model Code,” you
turn up articles from Fox News and the National Review - right leaning sources, obviously, and British news sites. A little
deeper digging shows that CNBC wrote a
piece on it, but it was hardly the bombshell
we might expect.
The debate over hydroxychloroquine grants
another example. Ever since President
Trump had relayed the information that
some doctors had tried treating Covid with
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it, and it seemed to be helping, the news
media has been tripping over itself to provide examples of how wrong about that he
was. To my knowledge, the president has
never said, “hydroxychloroquine is a definite, effective treatment for Covid-19,” yet
journalists are bound and determined to use
even the suggestion against him, before
even a single definitive study has come
back.
How about the two Covid antibody studies
coming out of Southern California, by no
less prestigious institutions as Stanford and
the University of Southern California, suggesting that the coronavirus was much more
widespread than we had credited it, and
thus, much less deadly – even to as low a
rate as a common flu? Where is all of the
reporting on that?
Or that the first Covid death occurred weeks
before it had been supposed supporting the
hypothesis that the virus arrived in the U.S.
earlier than previously believed and is much
more widespread, and therefore much less
lethal?
Did you know that YouTube banned the
former head of biostatistics, epidemiology,
and research design at Rockefeller University, Knut Wittkowski’s, video warning that
“social distancing” will prolong the epidemic, not defeat it?
These examples aren’t conspiracy theories;
they’re examples of serious research and
credible statistics from esteemed professionals that provide anomalous data to the
mainstream media’s and the federal government’s preferred narrative. But just because
that data does not support their assumptions,
does not mean they should not be explored,
yet many people have probably never even
heard of them.
Switchfoot’s prescience from 2004 hits it on
the nose again, explaining how the media
sets the narrative which will be recorded as
history: “Substance, oh substance, where
have you been? You've been replaced by the
masters of spin who make good looking
books and write history in…”
We're selling the news.
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Picking Up the Torch from the Defender of the Faith
By Lisa Van Houten
contentious. His focus was not on winning
arguments, but winning hearts and minds.

“Beginning well is a momentary thing;
finishing well is a lifelong thing.”
~ Ravi Zacharias
I’m writing this on the day that Christian
apologist Ravi Zacharias finished his lifelong, well-run race. For those of us who’ve
been helped and encouraged in our own
race by his brilliant, yet winsome teaching,
we grieve his loss. Ravi died the way he
lived, testifying of Christ - the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.
As his daughter, Sarah, wrote following her
father’s death: “It was his Savior, Jesus
Christ, that my dad always wanted most to
talk about. Even in his final days, until he
lacked the energy and breath to speak, he
turned every conversation to Jesus and
what the Lord had done.”
Ravi Zacharias, born in India in 1946, considered himself a religious skeptic until age
17 when, following a suicide attempt, a
Youth for Christ worker visited him in the
hospital and gave him a Bible. As his
mother read to him from the book of John,
God used John 14:19, “Because I live, you
also will live” to draw Ravi to Christ. As
he later stated, that verse became the cornerstone of his mission to “present and defend the truth of Jesus Christ that others
may find life in Him.”
For 48 years Ravi traveled the world as an
ambassador for Christ. Often, he spoke in
nations hostile to the gospel and at secular
universities where they cut their teeth on belittling Christianity. Using reason and intellect, Ravi articulated the truth of
Christianity in ways that left many skeptics
silenced and led many doubters to faith. His
mission, which he accomplished admirably,
was “helping the thinker to believe, and
the believer to think.”
Yet what made Ravi so effective is that he
contended for the faith, without being

As Sam Allberry writes at The Gospel Coalition: “There were many times at a university forum when a student would ask
something in a snarky way. But Ravi would
always aim to respond with gentleness and
respect. It could often be disarming. They
may have just treated him with disdain, but
his response was both dignified and dignifying. He didn’t belittle others, or humiliate
them.”
I Peter 3:15, “but in your hearts honor
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in you;
yet do it with gentleness and respect,” epitomizes Ravi Zacharias.
Yet Ravi did more than defend the faith; he
strove to train the troops during an age
when followers of Christ are woefully out
of spiritual shape. It’s painfully obvious
that the worldview of most 21st century
Christians is not much different from their
secular counterparts. And if you can’t tell
just by looking at the church and culture
around you, George Barna’s Cultural Research Center has proof.
In a new study by the Cultural Research
Center, when given a choice of eight answers to the question: “What is the universal, common purpose, or ultimate purpose
for living?” only 38% of those who identify
themselves as Christians choose the answer,
“knowing, loving, and serving God.” The
percentage is highest among evangelical
churches at 57%, but that means nearly half
of worshippers in Bible-believing churches
don’t view “knowing, loving, and serving
God” as their purpose for living.
It gets worse. In answering how they defined success, only 28% of those who identify themselves as Christians chose
“consistent obedience to God” out of the
choices given. “Living a healthy, productive, and safe life” topped the list – demontrating that vast numbers of American
Christians have a worldview that mirrors
unbelievers. As the study reported: “Even
among the one-third of the adult population
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whose beliefs qualify them as born again
Christians – that is, they believe they will
have eternal life in the presence of God
solely because they have confessed their
sins and have embraced Jesus Christ as
their personal savior – less than half (45%)
defined success as consistent obedience to
God.”
And if adult Christians aren’t thinking biblically, the outlook for the next generation
is even more grim. As George Barna stated,
it “comes back to our households. Because,
of course, it's the parents' job to be developing the worldview in their children.”
A separate Wall Street Journal/NBC News
poll recently found that only 30% of young
adults ages 18-38 said religion or a belief in
God was very important to them. And when
one’s worldview doesn’t include God, it
often leads to embracing godless political
systems. Last year a Gallup poll revealed
that 58% of 18 to 34-year-olds think that socialism would be good for our country.
Oh, for more Ravis!
It’s time for each of us to pick up the
torch that Ravi dropped when he entered
glory. You might say, “I can’t do what Ravi
Zacharias did.” Perhaps not, but you can
influence those in your sphere “helping
thinkers to believe, and believers to think.”
I’m sure Ravi would be the first to admit
that what he accomplished was not of him,
but of Christ working through him. The
same Spirit that enabled Ravi, dwells in us.
The old hymn, “Facing a Task Unfinished,”
re-introduced to this generation by Keith
and Kristyn Getty, is a fitting charge as we
contemplate the task Ravi Zacharias committed his life to, yet remains unfinished for
us to continue.
“Facing a task unfinished
That drives us to our knees
A need that, undiminished
Rebukes our slothful ease
We, who rejoice to know Thee
Renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee
To go and make Thee known.”

