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What is
God'sWill?

God wants you to be a
holy man. The very root,
then, of His wish for you
must include that you be-
come a "separated” indi-
vidual: "Come out from
among them and be sepa-
rate, saysthelLord. Do not
touch what is unclean,
and | will receive you. |
will be Father to you, and
you shall be My sons and
daughters, saysthe LORD
Almighty."

(2 Corinthians6:17-18)

So, my friend, the Lord is
calling you to come out
and be separate and then
to remain separate from
that which is "unclean”
and enjoy the wonderful
Fatherhood of the Lord
God Almighty in a depth
you may never have expe-
rienced before.

Present your self
toGodtoday

Sometimeswhen | disciple
aman, | ask him to sketch
out his entire life on a
piece of paper and put in
the highs and lows, the
dead ends and the major
achievements.

The lines always have a
number of sharp turnsthat
reflect the beginning of
something entirely differ-
ent in the man's life. For
instance, marriage changes
aman. Sodo children- es-
pecialy that first one. A
severefailure also changes
a man, often plummeting
himintoadeepvalley. The
day a man meets Jesus
markshimforever.

As you could imagine,
each man's lifeline looks
entirely different, except for
one thing. Many men's
lifelineshavewhat | call a
"defining moment." Men
describeit differently, but

they all basically say the
samething. Seeif you can
identify with thisman'sram-
bling words:

You know;, after | became
a Chrigtian, | grew for a
while but then, uh, well, |
just kind of, uh, strayed
away, you know, from the
fromthe Lord. Yearswent
by when | kind of, you
know, left the church, or
just rebelled against what
| knew God wanted. But
then right there (he points
to a major upturn on his
lifeline), | rededicated my
lifeto God. Thatwasatrue
turnaround for me. Not
that I'mperfect, but | really
started growing after | did
that. That'swhen | really
sold out to God and
stopped playing church
and started serving God
with my whole heart.

[Taken from 30 Daysto Discovering
Per sonal victory Through Holiness
by Bruce Wilkinson Copyright ¢
2003 Used by permission of Ran-
dom House Publishing]
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Count the Cost

Jesus knew that the secret
toaman'sultimatevictory
inhisspiritud lifehasalot
to do with that "defining
moment." In fact, Jesus
said that if aman does not
choose Christ above ev-
eryone and everything,
then that man would not
become a full-grown dis-
ciple of His. Jesus said
that not only would that
man never become a dis-
ciple if he didn't make a
decision for Christ, but
that he actually could not!

You see, after you are
saved you must face the
Lord's call on your heart.
He doesn't seek part of it
or most of it; rather, Christ
seeks to be the very Mas-
ter of your heart. If you
don't choose to present
yourself, you'll never be-
comeatruly holy man.

Holiness always starts
with the heart. Holiness
starts not with the exter-
nals, but with the
internals. Not with a set
of rules and regulations,
but with a relationship
of trust and complete
dedication. Read the
words of Jesus about what

He'scalling youtodo: "If
anyone desires to come
after Me, let himdeny him-
self, and take up hiscross,
and follow Me" (Matt.
16:24).

Challenging words, right
from the lips of the Lord.
Do you see what Jesus
says must be true of those
who desire to come after
Him? You must deny
yourself and take up your
crossand then follow Him.
The first key to pursuing
holinessis found in those
very first words: "If
anyone desires to come
after Me." Why? Because
without a desire to come
after Jesus, you will never
pay the price He asks.

It'sUpToYou

Now, let me ask you a
rather sobering question:
Haveyou madeadecision
to pursue personal
holiness? No matter how
unholy you may have
been, or how unholy you
may be at this present
moment, you can make
today a day of new
beginnings. A new start.
A putting off the old and
putting on the new.
Perhaps the best way to
launch such a new
beginningwiththeLordis
to pray and tell Him about
your honest desire to
become a holy man and
then ask Himto enableyou
by Hisgraceand HisHoly

If for one whole day, qui-
etly and determinedly, we
were to give ourselves up
to the ownership of Jesus
andto obeying Hisorders,
we should beamazed at its
closetorealizeall Hehad
packed into that one day.
(Oswald Chambers)

On October 4, 1997, over
one million men gathered
inWashington, D.C., todo
just that. It wasthe Prom-
ise Keepers "Stand in the
Gap" rally, and men came
from all over the country
tobepart of it. At onepoint
during therally, these hun-
dreds of thousands of men
all knelt down and prayed
silently for forgivenessfor
their sins. The scene was
awesome! Over one mil-
lionmen ontheir facesbe-
fore God! ... For many of
thosemen, that rally wasa
"defining  moment."
But you don't have to
go anywhereto have ade-
fining moment. Youcando
it right where you're sit-
ting. If you've never expe-
rienced adefining moment,
| pray that today will be
that day. ... If youhaveal-
ready experienced adefin-
ing moment, praise God!
You've already begun the
magnificent journey of dis-
cipleship and are growing
inChrist.
[Taken from 30 Daysto Discovering
Per sonal victory Through Holiness
by Bruce Wilkinson Copyright ¢

2003 Used by permission of Ran-
dom House Publishing]
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